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Form EL33(C)

Declaration of Qualifications – Municipal Candidate

Municipal Elections Act, 1996

1.
I, ________________________________________, a nominated candidate for 
the office of:

Mayor 

Deputy Mayor 

Councillor, Ward ___________

Do Solemnly Declare That:

I am qualified pursuant to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 and the Municipal Act, 
2001 to be elected to and to hold the office of:

Mayor 

Deputy Mayor 

Councillor, Ward ____________

Without limiting the generality of paragraph 1, I am at least eighteen (18) years of
age, a Canadian citizen, a resident of the Municipality of  or the
owner or tenant of land in the Municipality of  or the spouse of such
owner or tenant.

I am not ineligible, disqualified or prohibited under the Municipal Elections Act,
1996, the Municipal Act, 2001, the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act or any other
Act to be elected to or hold the above-mentioned office.

Without limiting the generality of paragraph 3,
I am not an employee of the Municipality of , or if I am an
employee of the Municipality of , I am on an unpaid leave of

absence as provided for by section 30 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
I am not a person who is not an employee of the Municipality of
but who is the Clerk, Treasurer, Integrity Commissioner, Auditor General,



Ombudsman or registrar referred to in section 223.11 of the Municipal Act,
2001 or an investigator referred to in subsection 239.2 (1) of Municipality
of , or a person who is not an employee of the Municipality of 

 but who holds an administrative position of the Municipality of 
.

I am not a judge of any court.

I am not a member of the Assembly as provided in the Legislative Assembly
Act or of the Senate or House of Commons of Canada or, if I am such a
person, I will provide proof of my resignation in a form satisfactory to the
Clerk of the Municipality of  prior to 2:00 p.m. on Nomination
Day, August 21, 2026. I understand that the Clerk of the Municipality of 

 will reject my nomination for the above-mentioned office if I fail
to provide proof of resignation by this deadline.

I am not a public servant within the meaning of the Public Service of Ontario
Act, 2006, or if I am a public servant, I have followed and will continue to
follow all the relevant provisions of Part V of such Act. 

I am not a Federal employee within the meaning of the Public Service
Employment Act, or if I am a Federal employee, I have followed and will
continue to follow all the relevant provisions of Part 5 of such Act.

5. I am not prohibited from voting at the municipal election under section 17 (3) of
the Municipal Elections Act, 1996.

I am not a person who is serving a sentence of imprisonment in a penal or
correctional institution.
I am not a corporation.
I am not a person acting as executor or trustee or in any other representative
capacity, except as a voting proxy in accordance with section 44.
I am not prohibited because of a conviction of a corrupt practice described in
subsection 90 (3), if voting day in the current election is less than five years
after voting day in the election in respect of which I was convicted

6. I am not a person who was convicted of a corrupt practice under the Municipal
Elections Act, 1996 or of an offence under the Criminal Code (Canada) in
connection with an act or omission that relates to an election to which this Act
applies and I am not a person who is ineligible to be nominated for, any office
until the next two regular elections have taken place after the election to which
the offence relates (Section 91 (1)).



7. I am not ineligible from being elected to or holding office by reason of any
violations of the election campaign financial requirements, violations for not filing
the financial statement or any other violations pursuant to the Municipal Elections
Act, 1996. (Section 88.23)

I make this solemn Declaration conscientiously believing it to be true, and
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by
virtue of the Canada Evidence Act.

Declared before me at the Municipality of ,
This ______ day of ___________________, 2026

______________________________
Signature of Candidate

______________________________
Signature of Municipal Clerk or designate

Personal information on this form is collected under the authority of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 and 
will be used for the nomination process for office in the municipal election and will be available for public
inspection in the office of the Clerk, Municipality of until the next municipal election.
Questions about this collection of personal information should be directed to the Municipal Clerk.
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I, ______________________________, a nominated candidate for the office of 
Trustee, 

School Board Ward __________________________, for the: 

Avon Maitland District School Board 

Huron Perth Catholic District School Board 

Conseiller, Le Conseil scolaire public de district du Centre-Sud-Ouest

Conseiller, Le Conseil scolaire de district des ecoles Catholique du Sud-Ouest 

Do solemnly declare that: 

I am qualified pursuant to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, and the
Municipal Act, 2001 and the Education Act to be elected to and to hold the office
of Trustee, for the above noted School Board.

Without limiting the generality of paragraph 1, on Voting Day, October 2 ,
202 , I am a resident of the area of jurisdiction of the School Board, a Canadian
citizen and at least eighteen years of age.

I am qualified under the  to vote for members of the School
Board to which I am seeking office.

I am not ineligible or disqualified under the Municipal Election Act, 1996,
the Education Act, the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act or any other Act to be
elected to or hold the above mentioned office.
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Without limiting the generality of paragraph 4,

• I am not an employee of the School Board, or if I am an employee
of the School Board, I am on an unpaid leave of absence as provided for by
section 219 of the Education Act and section 30 of the Municipal Elections
Act, 1996.

• I am not Clerk or Treasurer or Deputy-Clerk or Deputy Treasurer of
any municipality within the area of jurisdiction of the School Board or if I am
such a person, I am on an unpaid leave of absence as provided for by
section 219 of the Education Act and Section 30 of the Municipal Elections
Act, 1996.
• I am not a member of the Assembly as provided in the Legislative
Assembly Act or of the Senate or House of Commons of Canada or, if I am
such a person, I will provide proof of my resignation in a form satisfactory to
the Clerk of the Municipality of  prior to 2:00 pm on Nomination
Day, August 21, 2026. I understand that the Clerk of the Municipality of 

will reject my nomination for the above-mentioned office if I fail
to provide proof of resignation deadline.

• I am not a member of the Executive Council of Ontario or a federal
Minister of the Crown.

I am not prohibited from voting at the municipal election under subsection
17(3) of the .

Without limiting the generality of paragraph 6,

• I am not a person who is serving a sentence of imprisonment in a
penal or correctional institution.
• I am not a person who was convicted of a corrupt practice
described in subsection 90(3) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, during
an election that occurred less than four years prior to Monday, October 26,
2026.

I am not a candidate who was convicted of a corrupt practice under the
Municipal Elections Act, 1996 or of an offence under the Criminal Code
(Canada), in connection with an act or omission with respect to a
municipal election if the Voting Day in that election is less than six years
prior to Monday, October 26, 2026.
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9. I am not disqualified from being elected to or holding office by reason of
any violations of the election campaign financial requirements or violations for not
filing the financial statement pursuant to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996.

I make this solemn Declaration conscientiously believing it to be true, and
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by
virtue of the .

Declared before me at the Municipality of

This ______ day of ___________________, 2026 

________________________
Signature of Municipal Clerk or designate Signature of Candidate

Personal information on this form is collected under the authority of the and 
will be used for the nomination process for office in the municipal election and will be available for public
inspection in the office of the Clerk, Municipality of until the next municipal election.
Questions about this collection of personal information should be directed to the Municipal Clerk.



Please fill out the following to confirm your name as it is to appear on the ballot for the
2026 Municipality of Election:

First Name: __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __

Initials (optional): __ | __ |

Last Name: __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __ | __

Please fill out the following to confirm the phonetic pronunciation of your name as it is to
sound
on the accessible voting audio recording for the 2026 Municipality of
Election:

First Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
Last Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phonetic pronunciation examples:

Wayne Gretzky – Way-n gret-skee
Hayley Wickenheiser – Hay-lee Wik-en-hi-ser

Signature: ___________________________________

Date: _____________________

*Required form at time of nomination filing



Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act

Personal information on the Nomination Paper is collected under the authority of the 
and will be used to assist the Municipal Clerk in the 

administration of the 2026 Municipal Elections.

Questions regarding this collection should be forwarded to the Municipal Clerk,
clerk@huroneast.com or 519-527-0160 x 38

Name of Candidate:

Candidate for the office of:

Mayor

Councillor

Trustee English Public

Trustee English Separate

Trustee French Public

Trustee French Separate

I acknowledge that the Nomination Form (Form 1) filed by me contains personal
information and I am that the Municipal Clerk will disclose all or part of it to 
the general public.

Dated at , this day of , 2026

Signature of Candidate

Meaghan McCallum, Clerk



















2026 Estimated Campaign Expenses

Office Base Rate Number of Electors Rate Per Elector Total Spending Limit
Personal Contribution 
Limit

Third Party Total 
Spending Limit

Mayor $7,500 7132 6,062.20$           $13,562 8,712.44$                         $303.11
Councillor - Brussels Ward - #44 $5,000 934 793.90$             $5,794 5,158.78$                        $39.70
Councillor - Grey Ward - #42 $5,000 1267 1,076.95$          $6,077 5,215.39$                        $53.85
Councillor - McKillop Ward - #38 $5,000 869 738.65$              $5,739 5,147.73$                         $36.93
Councillor - Seaforth Ward - #39 $5,000 1744 1,482.40$           $6,482 5,296.48$                         $74.12
Councillor - Tuckersmith Ward - #16 $5,000 2318 1,970.30$          $6,970 5,394.06$                        $98.52



2026 Estimated Campaign Expenses

School Board Base Rate Number of Electors Rate Per Elector Total Spending Limit

Personal 
Contributi
on Limit

Third 
Party 
Total 

Spending 
Limit

Avon Maitland Distrcit School Board $5,000 6716 5708.6 $10,709 1343.2 335.8
Huron Perth Catholic District School Board $5,000 1303 1107.55 $6,108 260.6 65.15



____________________________________________      /  Mayor
(Name of Candidate)           (Office)

____________________________________________________________________________
(Address)            (Postal Code)

The Clerk or designated election official of the Municipality of
_____________________________________________________________________________

(Name of Municipality)            

TAKE NOTICE EVERY CANDIDATE SHALL FILE by March 26, 2027, with the Clerk with whom their 
nomination was filed a financial statement and auditor's report in accordance with s.88.25 of the 

. 

88.25 (1) On or before 2:00 p.m. on the filing date, a candidate shall file with the Clerk with whom the 
nomination was filed a financial statement and auditor’s report, each in the prescribed form, 
reflecting the candidate’s election campaign finances,
(a) in the case of a regular election, as of December 31 in the year of the election;
(b) in the case of a by-election, as of the 45th day after Voting Day.

(2) If a candidate’s election campaign ends as described in paragraph 3 of subsection 88.24(1),
the financial statement and auditor’s report must reflect the candidate’s election campaign
finances as of the day the election campaign period ended.

(3) If an error is identified in a filed financial statement, the candidate may withdraw the
statement and, at the same time, file a corrected financial statement and auditor’s report on
or before the applicable filing date under section 88.30.

(4) If the candidate’s election campaign period continues during all or part of the supplementary
filing period, the candidate shall, before 2:00 pm on the supplementary filing date, file a
supplementary financial statement and auditor’s report for the supplementary reporting
period.

(5) If a candidate’s election campaign period ends as described in paragraph 3 of subsection
88.24(1) and the election campaign period continued during all or part of the supplementary
filing period, the candidate shall, before 2:00 pm on the supplementary filing date, file a
supplementary financial statement and auditor’s report for the period commencing on the
day the candidate’s election campaign period ends and including the six-month period
following the year of the election.

(6) A supplementary financial statement or auditor’s report shall include all the information
contained in the initial statement or report filed under subsection (1) updated to reflect the
changes to the candidate’s campaign finances during the supplementary reporting period.

(7) An auditor’s report shall be prepared by an auditor licensed under the 

(8) No auditor’s report is required if the total contributions received and total expenses incurred
in the election campaign up to the end of the relevant period are each equal to or less than
$10,000.



_____________________   ___________________________________
Date      Municipal Clerk or designate

Note: At least 30 days before the filing date, the Clerk shall give notice to candidates of all the filing 
requirements under MEA, s.88.25, along with the candidate’s entitlement to receive a refund of the 
nomination filing fee if the candidate meets the requirements of MEA, s.34 and the penalties set out in 
MEA, s.88.23(2) and s.92(1)

Notice to be given in accordance with MEA, s.13.



88.23 (1) A candidate is subject to the penalties listed in subsection (2), in addition 
to any other penalty that may be imposed under this Act,

(a) if the candidate fails to file a document as required under section 
88.25 or 88.32 by the relevant date;

(b)   if a document filed under section 88.25 shows on its face a surplus, 
as described in section 88.31, and the candidate fails to pay the 
amount required by subsection 88.31 (4) to the clerk by the relevant 
date;

(c)   if a document filed under section 88.25 shows on its face that the 
candidate has incurred expenses exceeding what is permitted 
under section 88.20; or

(d)   if a document filed under section 88.32 shows on its face a surplus 
and the candidate fails to pay the amount required by that section 
by the relevant date.  

88.23(2) Subject to subsection (7), in the case of a default described in subsection 
(1),

(a) the candidate forfeits any office to which he or she was elected and 
the office is deemed to be vacant, and

(b) until the next regular election has taken place, the candidate is 
ineligible to be elected or appointed to any office to which this Act 
applies.

92(1) A candidate is guilty of an offence and, on conviction, in addition to any 
other penalty that may be imposed under this Act, is subject to the 
penalties described in subsection 88.23(2),

(a) if the candidate incurs expenses that exceed the amount 
determined for the office under section 88.20; or

(b) if the candidate files a document under section 88.25 or 88.32 that 
is incorrect or otherwise does not comply with that section.



attach a VOID cheque

Vendor Information

Banking Information

a void cheque

Name of Bank, Trust Company or Financial Institution ________________________________________________

Branch Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Account No:   ____________   __________   ___________________________

Transit Institution  Account Number 
(5 digits)   (3 digits)

Print Name of Authorized Signee:  _______________________________________________________________

Authorized Signature: _________________________________________    Date:  _________________________

THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF HURON EAST

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Authorization for Vendors

Phone:  519-527-0160   Fax:  519-527-2561



I,  ____________________________, being a candidate for the office of

Mayor, hereby request the Clerk to provide me 

with the following information when it becomes available:

an electronic copy of the Voters’ List. Please note that a copy of all 
revisions made to the Voters' List will be provided on or before Monday, 
September 28, 2026. 

AND
electronic access to view the Voters’ List and which electors have voted. 

__________________________________  ____________________
Signature: Date

Name:  __________________________________ 
(please print)

The Voters’ List has been compiled for election purposes only.  All electors should 
ensure that their names and relevant information are correct on the Voters’ List.

Eligible persons who request a copy of the Voters’ List must sign a declaration Form 
EL14 prior to receiving a copy of all or any part of the Voters’ List.

Where the Voters’ List can be provided electronically to an eligible person, who has 
signed a declaration Form EL14 provided by the Clerk stating the list shall be used for 
Election purposes only, the Clerk may choose to provide it in this format.



Eligible persons who obtain additional copies of the Voters’ List or any part thereof shall 
pay to the Clerk a fee prescribed by the Clerk for photocopies which must be the lowest 
fee charged by the municipality for copies. [Section 88 (8)]

On written request, the Clerk shall provide a copy of the Voters’ List to, [Section 23 (3)]
the secretary of a local board any of whose members are required to be elected at an 
election conducted by the Clerk, or that has submitted a question to the electors; the 
Clerk of the local municipality responsible for conducting the elections in any combined 
area for school board purposes; the Clerk of an upper-tier municipality any of whose 
members are required to be elected at an election conducted by the Clerk, or that has 
submitted a by-law or question to the electors; the Minister, if he or she has submitted a 
question to the electors. 

On the written request of a certified candidate for an office, the Clerk shall provide him 
or her with the part of the Voters’ List that contains the names of the electors who are 
entitled to vote for that office.

The Candidate or their campaign worker cannot confirm or deny if a person is on the 
Voters’ List.  The person must contact or visit the municipal office where they are 
entitled to vote, with proper identification and proof of residence during normal office
hours beginning September 1st up to and including the close of voting on October 26th

at 8 p.m.  

Use of online, electronic and paper versions of the Voters’ List, Interim and Final List of 
Changes to the List and all other information containing personal voter information shall 
be protected by the Candidate and shall not be used for any purpose other than the 
2026 Municipal Election.  All Voter information obtained by the Candidate during the 
2026 Municipal Election shall be destroyed by the Candidate after the election, either by 
returning same to the Clerk for destruction with other election material or by deleting it 
completely from Candidate computer hardware.  If records are shared by the 
Candidates with others (campaign workers) an oath administered by the Candidate, 
similar to the one taken by the Candidate shall be administered and all shared records 
shall also be protected and destroyed.



I, ________________________________, hereby withdraw my name as a candidate 
(Name of  Candidate)

for the office of_____________________________________. 
(Name of Elected Office)

_______________________   _________________________
           Date     Signature of Candidate

THIS WITHDRAWAL DELIVERED TO ME AT ____________
(time)           

THIS____________ DAY OF  _____________________________,2026. 

_________________________________________
Municipal Clerk or designate
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A contribution shall not be made to or accepted by a person or an individual acting under the 
person’s direction unless the person is a candidate.

A contribution made to or accepted by a candidate, or to an individual acting under the 
candidate’s direction, shall only be made during the candidate’s election campaign period.

Contributions shall only be made by the following:
An individual who is normally resident in Ontario;
The candidate and his or her spouse, subject to if the spouse of a candidate is not 
normally resident in Ontario, a candidate and his or her spouse may make contributions 
only to the candidate’s election campaign. 

The following shall not make a contribution:
A federal political party registered under the or any federal 
constituency association or registered candidate at a federal election endorsed by that 
party.
A provincial political party, constituency association, registered candidate or leadership 
contestant registered under the . 
A corporation that carries on business in Ontario;
A trade union that holds bargaining rights for employees in Ontario;
The Crown in right of Canada or Ontario, a municipality or local board.

A contribution may be accepted only by a candidate or an individual acting under the 
direction of the candidate. 

A contribution may be accepted only from a person or entity that is entitled to make a 
contribution.

A contribution of money that exceeds $25 shall not be contributed in the form of cash and 
shall be contributed in a manner that associates the contributor’s name and account with the 
payment or by money order signed by the contributor.

The listing of the phone number and email address and/or hyperlink to the candidate’s 
website by the municipality or local board does not constitute a contribution to a candidate.



A contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a total of:
$1,200 to any one candidate in an election;
Except if a person is a candidate for more than one office a contributor’s total 
contributions to that candidate in respect of all the offices shall not exceed $1,200;
$5,000 to two or more candidates for office on the same council or local board;
Except if the candidate is contributing to the candidates own election campaign, then the 
maximum contributions do not apply;
Except if the contributor is the spouse of the candidate, then the maximum contributions 
do not apply.



Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (Section 88.22)

(a) no contributions of money are accepted or expenses are incurred unless 
one or more campaign accounts are first opened at a financial institution 
exclusively for the purposes of the election campaign;

(b) all contributions of money are deposited into the campaign accounts;

(c) all funds in the campaign accounts are used exclusively for the purposes of 
the election campaign;

(d) all payments for expenses are made from the campaign accounts;

(e) contributions of goods or services are valued;

(f) receipts are issued for every contribution and obtained for every expense;

(g) records are kept of,
(i) the receipts issued for every contribution,
(ii) the value of every contribution,
(iii) whether a contribution is in the form of money, goods or services, and
(i) the contributor’s name and address;

(h) records are kept of every expense including the receipts obtained for each 
expense;

(i) records are kept of any claim for payment of an expense that the 
candidate disputes or refuses to pay;

(j) records are kept of the gross income from a fund-raising function and the 
gross amount of money received at a fund-raising function by donations of $25 or 
less or by the sale of goods or services for $25 or less;

(k) records are kept of any loan and its terms under section 88.17 (Campaign 
Account Loans); 

(l) the records described in clauses (g), (h), (i), (j) and (k) are retained by the 
candidate for the term of office of the members of the council or local board and 
until their successors are elected and the newly elected council or local board is 
organized;



(m) financial filings are made in accordance with sections 88.25 (Candidates’ 
Financial Statements, etc.) and 88.32 (Return of Surplus for Subsequent 
Expenses); 

(n) proper direction is given to the persons who are authorized to incur expenses 
and accept or solicit contributions under the direction of the candidate;

(o) a contribution of money made or received in contravention of this Act or a by-
law passed under this Act is returned to the contributor as soon as possible after 
the candidate becomes aware of the contravention;

(p) a contribution not returned to the contributor under clause (o) is paid to the 
clerk with whom the candidate’s nomination was filed;

(q) an anonymous contribution is paid to the clerk with whom the candidate’s 
nomination was filed; and

(r) each contributor is informed that a contributor shall not make contributions 
exceeding,

(i) subject to subsection (2), a total of $1,200 to any one candidate in 
an election, and
(ii) a total of $5,000 to two or more candidates for offices on the same 
council or local board. 

Exclusion of certain expenses
Expenses described in paragraph 2 of subsection 88.19 (3) (Audit and 
Accounting Fees) are not expenses for the purpose of clause (1) (a) above. 

Contributions paid to clerk
Contributions paid to the clerk under clause (1) (p) or (q) above become the 
property of the local municipality. 



Use of Corporate Resources During an Election
Policy No. 1-27
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Municipality of Huron East 1 of 3 

Statement:

The Municipality of Huron East acknowledges that it is responsible for providing 
good government for the community in an accountable, transparent and private 
manner.

Accountability, transparency and privacy are standards of good government that 
enhance public trust. They are achieved by adopting measures that ensure the 
Municipality of Huron East’s processes and services are open and accessible to 
the public. 

Purpose: 

The objective of this policy is to establish guidelines on the appropriate use of 
corporate resources during election periods, to protect the interests of Council 
Members, the Municipality and the public. 

Policy: 

The reference to a candidate applies to all current sitting Council Members,
School Board Trustees, acclaimed Councillors, outgoing Councillors and any 
individual running in a Municipal Election.

Nothing in this Policy shall preclude Council Members from performing their job 
as elected officials of the Municipality, nor inhibit them from representing the 
interests of the constituents who elected them.

The following are guidelines established by the Municipality:

a) Corporate resources and assets, including equipment, facilities, supplies, staff
and funding, shall not be used by candidates for any election-related purpose
or campaign related activities;

b) Staff shall not canvass or actively work in support of a candidate or party
during normal working hours unless they are on a leave of absence without
pay, lieu time, or vacation leave;



Use of Corporate Resources During an Election Policy

Municipality of Huron East 2 of 3 

c) Candidates shall not use the services of staff during hours in which those staff 
receive any compensation from the Municipality, for any election related 
purpose or campaign-related activities;

d) Candidates shall not use Town Hall, municipal facilities, or municipally-
provided facilities for any election campaign purpose or campaign related 
activities including but not limited to the display of any campaign or election 
related materials or signs in the window or on the premises.  All Candidates 
shall adhere to any current or future By-laws relating to election signage.

 the Municipal Election Act states in Section 88.1 that no person in control 
of an apartment building, condominium building, non-profit housing 
cooperate or gated community can prevent a candidate from campaigning 
between 9a.m.-9p.m. Section 88.2 states that landlords are unable to 
prohibit any tenant from displaying signs in support of a certain candidate.  
Municipally owned buildings which are used as rental properties would fall 
under this exception to section d) of the Use of Corporate Resources 
During and Election policy. 

e) Candidates shall not:

print or distribute material paid by municipal funds that illustrates that an 
individual is registered in any election or where they will be running for 
office;

profile (name or photograph or image) or make preference to, in material 
paid by municipal funds, any individual who is registered as a candidate in 
any election;

print or distribute material using municipal funds that make reference to, or 
contains the names or photographs or images or identifies registered 
candidates for municipal elections.  

f) Web sites, domain names, and any/all social media platforms that are funded 
by the Municipality shall not include any election-related campaign material:

Effective Nomination Day, individual Councillor biographical information 
and links to personal websites and/or social media sites shall be removed 
from the Municipality’s website or any communication channel;

The online Candidate Election List is the only area of the Municipality’s 
website where a link to an election campaign website, or social media site, 
will be posted during an election period.  



Use of Corporate Resources During an Election Policy

Municipality of Huron East 3 of 3 

g) Candidates are responsible for ensuring that the content of any 
communication material funded or resourced by the Municipality does not 
contain or allude to any election-related material including the name, 
photograph or identity of a registered candidate. 

h) Council Members shall not use corporate information technology assets, 
infrastructure or data (i.e. computers, wireless devices, corporate email, web 
pages, social media pages or telephones) to communicate election-related 
messages.  

It is suggested that Council Members include an auto-reply or footer 
message for email messages such as “As a sitting Council Member, I 
must ensure that my actions as a candidate are kept separate from any 
actions related to the upcoming municipal election. As such, I will not be 
reading or responding to any campaign-related communications to this 
email address. Election campaign inquiries should be directed to my 
personal/campaign email.”

i) No photographic or video material created or funded by the Municipality shall 
be used in campaign–related materials;

j) Candidates are prohibited from using the Municipality’s crest, logo, Coat of 
Arms, brand or slogan for any election related purpose and in campaign-
related material (either printed, or on a campaign website/social media site). 





The Corporation

of the 

Municipality of Huron East 

By-law No. 049 for 2026 

Being a By-law to Manage and Regulate the Use and Erection of Election Signs and 
Campaign Advertisements Including Third Party Advertising Within the Municipality of 

Huron East 

Whereas subsection 5(3) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, 
provides that a municipal power shall be exercised by by-law;

And Whereas subsection 10(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as 
amended, provides that a municipality may provide any service or thing that the 
municipality considers necessary or desirable for the public; 

And Whereas subsection 10(2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as 
amended, provides that a municipality may pass by-laws respecting among other items 
structures, including fences and signs;

And Whereas section 23.2 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, 
permits a municipality to delegate certain legislative and quasi-judicial powers;

And Whereas sections 88.3 and 88.4 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, S.O. 1996, 
c. 32, as amended, sets out requirements for Candidate’s election campaign 
advertisements and Third Party advertisements; 

And Whereas the Council for the Corporation of the Municipality of Huron East is of the 
opinion that the delegation of legislative powers under this by-law to the Clerk, including 
without limitation the power to prescribe procedures for the retrieval and/or destruction 
of Election Signs removed under this by-law are powers of a minor nature having regard 
to the number of people, the size of geographic area and the time period affected by the 
exercise of the power in accordance with subsection 23.2(4) of the Municipal Act, 2001, 
S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended;  

And Whereas section 63 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended 
provides that a by-law may prohibit or regulate the placing or standing of an object on or 
near a highway, and may provide for the removal and impounding or restraining and 
immobilizing of any object placed or standing on or near a highway;  

And Whereas section 425 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, 
establishes that any person who contravenes any by-law of the Corporation of the 
Municipality of Huron East is guilty of an offence;  

And Whereas section 445 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, 
provides that a municipality may make an order requiring a person who has 
contravened a by-law or who caused or permitted the contravention, or the owner or 
occupier of land on which the contravention occurred to do work to correct the 
contravention;

And Whereas section 446 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, 
provides that where a municipality has the authority to direct or require a person to do a 
matter or thing, the municipality may also provide that, in default of it being done by the 
person directed or required to do it, the matter or thing shall be done at the person’s 
expense, and that the municipality may recover the costs of doing a matter or thing by 
action or by adding the costs to the tax roll and collecting them in the same manner as 
property taxes;

Now Therefore, the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Huron East enacts 
as follows: 



1. Definitions 

1.1. “Billboard” means an outdoor sign erected and maintained by a person, 
firm, corporation, or business engaged in the sale or rental of the space on 
the sign to a clientele, upon which space is a displayed copy that advertises 
goods, products, or services not necessarily sold or offered on the property 
where the sign is located, and the sign is either single faced or double faced. 

1.2. “Boulevard” means that portion of every Street which is not used as a 
Sidewalk, driveway access, travelled Roadway or shoulder. 

1.3. “Campaign Office” means a building or structure, or part of a building or 
structure, used by a Candidate to conduct an election campaign. 

1.4. “Candidate” means

(i) a Candidate within the meaning of the Canada Elections Act, the Election 
Act (Ontario) or the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 as amended; and

(ii) shall be deemed to include a person seeking to influence other persons to 
vote for or against any question or by-law to the electors under section 8 
of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 as amended. 

1.5. “Clerk” means the Clerk of the municipality or a person delegated by them 
for the purpose of this By-law. 

1.6. “Crosswalk” means 

(i) that part of a Street at an intersection that is included within the 
connections of the lateral lines of the Sidewalks on opposite sides of the 
Street measured from the curbs, or in the absence of curbs from the 
edges of the Roadway; or  

(ii) any portion of a Roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly 
indicated for pedestrian crossing by signs, school crossing signs (as per 
the Ontario Traffic Manual – Book 5 Regulatory Signs) or by lines or other 
markings on the surface thereof; and

(iii) shall include pedestrian crossovers. 

1.7. “Election Sign” means any sign, poster, banner, or device that promotes, 
opposes, or takes a position with respect to a candidate, political party, by-law 
question, or election related issue and shall include, but is not necessarily 
limited to: 

(i) any Candidate or political party in an election under the Canada Elections 
Act, the Election Act (Ontario) or the Municipal Elections Act, 1996; 

(ii) an issue associated with a person or political party in an election under the 
Canada Elections Act, the Election Act (Ontario) or the Municipal Elections 
Act, 1996; or

(iii) a question, law or by-law submitted to the electors under the Canada 
Elections Act, the Election Act (Ontario) or the Municipal Elections Act, 
1996.



1.8. “Electoral District” means a geographic area represented by a Member of 
Municipal Council, Member of School Board, Member of Provincial Parliament 
in the Legislative Assembly of Ontario, and Member of Federal Parliament in 
the House of Commons.

1.9. “Enforcement Officer” means a By-law Enforcement Officer appointed by 
the Municipal Council of the Municipality. 

1.10. “Median Strip” means the reserved area that separates opposing lanes of 
traffic on divided roadways. 

1.11. “Municipality” means The Corporation of the Municipality of Huron East. 

1.12. “Nomination Day” means the deadline to file a nomination with the Clerk 
under the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 as amended. 

1.13. “Owner” means any candidate, registered third party, campaign, or individual 
responsible for placing or permitting the placement of an Election Sign. For 
the purposes of this By-law there may be more than one Owner of an Election 
Sign. 

1.14. “Place” means attach, install, erect, build, construct, reconstruct, move, 
display or affix. 

1.15. “Public Property” (or “Municipal Property”) means all lands, buildings, 
parks, facilities, parking lots, boulevards, road allowances, and any other real 
property owned, leased, or controlled by the Municipality, excluding Streets 
unless otherwise specified. 

1.16. “Roadway” means the part of a Street improved, designed, or ordinarily used 
for vehicular traffic, including the traveled portion and shoulder. 

1.17. “Sidewalk” means any municipal walkway, or that portion of a Street 
between the Roadway and the adjacent property line, primarily intended for 
the use of pedestrians. 

1.18. “Sign Area” means the area of one side of a sign where a copy can be 
placed. 

1.19. “Sign Height” means the vertical height of a sign from the lowest point of 
finished grade to the highest part of the sign. 

1.20. “Street” means a highway, road allowance, street, avenue, parkway, 
driveway, lane, square, place, bridge, viaduct, trestle or other public way 
under the jurisdiction of the Municipality of Huron East and this term includes 
all road works and appurtenant to municipal land. 

1.21. “Utility” means water, sewer, artificial or natural gas, petrochemical, 
electrical power or energy, steam or hot/chilled water, and telecommunication 
networks, and includes the works, structures, buildings and appurtenances 
necessarily incidental to the supplying of such services. 

1.22. “Voting Place” means any location designated by the Clerk for voting, 
including any property on which the voting location is situated and any 
abutting roadway.



1.23. “Writ of Election” means the date as defined in the Canada Elections Act 
and the Elections Act (Ontario). 

2. Short Title 

2.1. This by-law may be referred to as the “Election Signs By-law”. 

3. General Prohibitions 

3.1. All candidate signs shall include: 

(i) name of candidate. 

3.2. All registered third-party advertisement signs shall include: 

(i) name of registered third party;  
(ii) the municipality where the registered third party is registered; and 
(iii) telephone number, mailing address or email address at which the 

registered third party may be contacted regarding the advertisement. 

3.3. No person shall display on any Election Sign a logo, trademark or official 
mark, in whole or in part, owned or licensed by the Municipality. 

3.4. No person shall cause an election campaign advertisement to appear which 
contravenes sections 88.3, 88.4, or 88.5 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 

3.5. No election sign shall contain any word, image, symbol, or representation 
that:

(i) Is obscene, profane or vulgar; 
(ii) Threatens, intimidates, or promotes or incites violence against any person 

or identifiable group; 
(iii) Expresses or promotes hatred, discrimination, or harassment against a 

person or identifiable group based on a prohibited ground under the 
Ontario Human Rights Code, including race, ancestry place of origin, 
colour, ethnic origin, citizenship, creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, age, marital status, family status, or disability; 

(iv) Promotes racism or other forms of discrimination contrary to law; or 
(v) Otherwise contravenes applicable federal or provincial legislation. 

4. Locations, Size, and Distance 

4.1. No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign that: 

(i) is illuminated; 
(ii) has a Sign Area of more than 6 square metres;
(iii) interferes with the safe operation of vehicular traffic or the safety of 

pedestrians; or 
(iv) impedes or obstructs the municipality’s maintenance operations. 

4.2. Notwithstanding paragraphs 4.1(i) and 4.1.(ii) of this By-law, an Election Sign 
promoting a Candidate on a Campaign Office or on a Billboard will be 
regulated by applicable law and the Municipality of Huron East Sign By-law, 
as amended from time to time. Should there be a conflict between the 
Municipality of Huron East Sign By-law and this By-law, the Municipality of 
Huron East Sign By-law shall prevail.



4.3. No person shall Place or permit to be placed an Election Sign outside of the 
Electoral District where the Candidate is running for office. 

4.4. Subsection 4.3 does not apply to an Election Sign within fifty (50) metres of 
any Electoral District that is adjacent to the Electoral District where the 
Candidate is running for office. 

4.5. No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on or within 
fifty (50) metres of the property boundary of a Voting Place, unless otherwise 
permitted by law.

4.6. No person shall display an election sign on private property, 

(i) where it obstructs or interferes with a door or fire escape of a building; or 
(ii) without the consent of the owner or occupant of such property. 

4.7. Notwithstanding clause 4.6(ii), a lessee or tenant of property may display an 
election sign as such conditions to reasonable size or type a landlord, building 
manager, condominium corporation deems appropriate. 

4.8. No person shall park or place any vehicle displaying a vehicle election sign 
within a one block radius of Town Hall at 72 Main Street, South, Seaforth on 
the voting day of a Municipal election. 

4.9. Election Signs on Public Property and Streets: 

(i) No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on Public 
Property as defined in Subsection 1.15 of this By-law. 

(ii) No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign: 
(a) in a Roadway;
(b) within 3 metres of a Roadway;
(c) between a Roadway and a Sidewalk; 
(d) in a way that impedes or obstructs the passage of pedestrians on a 

Sidewalk;  
(e) in a Median Strip;
(f) less than 3 metres from a Crosswalk;  
(g) on a tree, or a fence, or a wall, or a gate, or a utility pole located on 

Public Property or a Street; 
(h) to a permanent or an official sign or to the guide rail or other highway 

structure or facility; 
(i) in a way that interferes with an official sign or with traffic lights or other 

safety devices. 

4.10. No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign that has a Sign 
Height: 
(i) of more than 1.8 metres when Placed within 3 to 8 metres of the 

Roadway;

(ii)  of more than 4 metres when Placed beyond 8 metres of the Roadway. 

5. Timing and Sign Removal  



5.1. No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign for a federal or 
provincial election or by-election earlier than the day the Writ of Election or 
by-election is issued. 

5.2. No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign for a municipal 
election, except an Election Sign which is Placed on a Campaign Office: 

(i) earlier than the day all nominations have been certified by the Clerk of the 
Municipality in the year of a regular election; or

(ii) earlier than the day all nominations have been certified by the Clerk of the 
Municipality for a by-election. 

Nominations will be certified by the Clerk before 4:00 p.m. on the Monday 
following Nomination Day or, if the number of nominations filed for an office 
and certified is less than the number of persons to be elected to the office, 
those additional nominations will be certified before 4:00p.m. on the Thursday 
following Nomination Day. 

5.3. Despite subsections 5.1. and 5.2. of this By-law, signs identifying the 
candidate’s campaign offices may be displayed once the candidate has filed 
his or her nomination papers and paid all required fees and been registered 
as a candidate. 

5.4. No person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign for a municipal 
election on a Campaign Office earlier than the day that Candidate has filed 
their nomination with the Clerk and paid all required fees and been registered 
as a candidate. 

5.5. Removal of Election Signs: 

(i) No person shall display an election sign later than seventy-two (72) hours 
after the polls close on Election Day.

(ii) All candidates and third-party advertisers shall remove their election signs 
from display on public and private property within seventy-two (72) hours 
after the polls close on Election Day.

5.6. Where an Election Sign is erected or displayed in contravention of this by-law, 
the Municipality may remove the sign without notice.

(i) All election signs removed by the Municipality shall be retained for a 
minimum period of fourteen (14) days from the date of removal to permit 
retrieval by the candidate or third-party advertiser. 

(ii) During the retrieval period, the candidate or third-party advertiser may 
reclaim the sign during regular municipal business hours. 

(iii) Any election sign not retrieved within the prescribed retention period may 
be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by the Municipality without further 
notice and without compensation.

(iv) Notwithstanding the foregoing, where an election sign poses an immediate 
risk to public safety or interferes with emergency access, traffic control 
devices, or municipal operations, the Municipality may remove and 
dispose of the sign immediately. 



6. Vandalism  

6.1. The investigation or prosecution for any acts of vandalism to election signs or 
campaign material of the candidates should be referred to the Ontario 
Provincial Police by the complainant.  

7. Other Approval Authorities 

7.1. Election signs or similar campaign material that will be installed or affixed to 
the Ministry of Transportation road system or the County of Huron road 
system will require the permission of these respective approval authorities. 

8. Administration and Enforcement  

8.1. The administration of this by-law is delegated to the Clerk. 

8.2. This by-law may be enforced by the Clerk or designate or a By-law 
Enforcement Officer of the Municipality of Huron East.

8.3. In accordance with the process established in subsection 5.6 of this By-law, if 
an Election Sign is erected or displayed in contravention of this By-law, or is 
not removed within the required time, the Municipality may remove and store 
the sign at the risk of the responsible party. All costs of removal, handling, 
storage, and disposal (if applicable), including labour, equipment, and 
administrative fees, are payable by the sign owner and/or the Candidate, 
registered third party advertiser, or person who caused or permitted the sign 
to be placed. The Municipality may require payment before releasing the sign 
and may recover unpaid costs by invoicing and/or by any other means 
authorized by law, including adding the costs to the tax roll where permitted. 

8.4. Every person who contravenes any provision of this By-law is guilty of an 
offence and on conviction is liable to a fine as provided for in the Provincial 
Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P. 33. 

9. Severability 

9.1. In the event that a section or sections of this by-law thereof are found by a 
Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or ultra vires, such section, 
sections or parts thereof shall be deemed to be severable, with all other 
sections or parts of this By-law remaining in full force and effect. 

9.2. This by-law shall come into force and takes effect on the day of the final 
passing thereof. 

Read a first and second time this 14th day of April, 2026. 

Read a third time and finally passed this 14th day of April, 2026. 

Alvin McLellan, Deputy Mayor      Meaghan McCallum, Clerk 



PUBLIC WORKS
 

Phone: Fax:  Toll Free: 
www.huroncounty.ca 

To: All Municipal Candidates and Municipal Candidate Offices  

FROM: Imran Khalid, County Engineer/Director of Public Works  

SUBJECT:
========================================================================

The Municipal Elections Act, 1996 or Municipal Act, 2001 does not regulate the municipal 
candidate election signage. The County of Huron regulates erection of Municipal Election 
Signage on County Road allowances in accordance with County of Huron Bylaw 53-1989 - A
bylaw of the Corporation of the County of Huron to Regulate the Erection of Signs or 
Overhanging County Road Allowances. 

In reference to the upcoming Municipal Election, election signage shall be placed in 
accordance with the following:

1) Small election signs placed by, or on behalf of, a candidate or a political party 
and signs designated to encourage citizens to vote, may be placed on the 
right-of-way of a county road, but must not be placed closer than the outer 
edge of the gravel shoulder for roadside maintenance purposes. Larger signs 
(e.g. greater than1.2m X 2.4m) generally requiring two posts for support shall 
be placed at the outer limits of the right -of-way, generally 15m from the 
centreline of the paved roadway.  Any signs interfering with maintenance 
operations will be removed.

2) An election sign must not be affixed to a permanent or an official sign or to the 
guide rail or other highway structure or facility and must not be placed where it 
may interfere with an official sign or with traffic signals or other safety devices.
If the above occurs, the election signs will be removed.

3) Locate information must be obtained by the candidate to ensure that no 
damage occurs to any underground utility.

4) All Municipal, Provincial and Federal Laws, Acts, Regulations and Standards 
must be obeyed, including, but not limited to the most current versions of the 
Ontario Health and Safety Act and Regulations and the Ontario Traffic Manual 
Temporary Conditions (Book 7).

5) Portable read-o-graph sign trailers are prohibited on the right-of-way of a 
highway.  Such read-o-graph sign trailers may be utilized providing they are 
erected on private property and meet the requirements of the Ministry of 
Transportation for portable read-o-graph signing. No lights are permitted with 
these signs.

6) Candidate committees, or workers shall be allowed three (3) working days 
after Election Day in order to remove candidate advertising (election signs) 



from the right-of-way. Signs not retrieved by this time shall be picked up by the 
County patrol forces.  

The County Public Works Department has some concerns related to potential driver 
distraction, visibility, roadway safety, and the ability to carry out routine roadside maintenance 
activities such as grass cutting and shouldering. The County of Huron Public Works 
respectfully asks that all candidates be mindful of these considerations and follow the 
applicable election signage requirements.

To help support public safety and reduce risk during the election period, Public Works staff 
may remove any signs that do not comply with County requirements or that may interfere with 
visibility, roadway safety, or maintenance operations. These signs can be picked up at the 
local County Yards in Auburn, Wroxeter and Zurich.

Please contact County Public Works at 519-524-8394 ext. 3504 should you have any 
questions or require further information.

Thank you in advance for your co-operation and making our County Road network safer for 
all. 

cc:  Meighan Wark, CAO
     Susan Cronin, County Clerk 
   Municipal Clerks
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