
Main Street, Seaforth
Celebrat ing the designated histor ic  streetscape of downtown Seaforth



Prologue 
 

“…The downtown business section of Seaforth on Main Street Sout, Seaforth is probably one of the finest and most beautiful late nineteenth century 
streetscapes in Ontario.” 

 
These are the words of Hill and Borgal, Architects and Planners, who prepared the Seaforth District Conservation Plan in 1984. 
The plan followed nearly a decade of work by Seaforth’s Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee (LACAC), formed 

in 1976 to recognize and promote the town’s heritage attributes. Its work led to the passing of a by-law in 1984 that designated the 
Seaforth downtown commercial core area as a heritage conservation district. It received a $6,000 grant from the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation towards a study for the Seaforth Heritage Conservation District Study.  

 
The Conservation Plan prepared by Hill and Borgal emerged from this study. 
 
One of the district’s unique qualities is that it was largely built in a 10-year period between 1868 and 1878 with many buildings 

constructed after the Great Fire of 1876 that consumed most of the wood structures of downtown. The result of this natural disaster 
was a streetscape of remarkable architectural and visual integrity, still vibrant today.  

 
Seaforth joined the Main Street Canada program in 1986, with the Town of Seaforth Council, LACAC and Economic 

Development Committee, the Seaforth Business Improvement Association and the Heritage Canada Foundation as its primary 
partners. In 1987, a Heritage Canada Resource Team visited Seaforth to help prepare a plan of action to guide the Main Street 
program over the next several years. 

 
The Main Street Canada program approach to downtown revitalization was founded on two main principles. First of all, for a 

revitalization to be successful, the motivation, energy and commitment must come from within the community Secondly, making the 
downtown successful required emphasis on four elements: a strong organization, a marketing plan, an attractive, interesting and 
functional physical environment, and a viable economic development plan.   Tom Lemon was hired as a full-time Main Street Co-
ordinator in the fall of 1986.  Out of the three-year Main Street program came the slogan for Seaforth: Small Town Canada at its Best. 

  
 This publication was conceived by the Huron East Heritage Conservation Committee and Huron East Economic Development.  It 
was researched and written by Dianne Smith, archivist and Egmondville resident , was published by Huron East Economic  
Development and printed at Goderich Printing Ltd.                                      i                         



Introduction 
 
 

Welcome to one of the finest late 19th century streetscapes remaining in the Province of Ontario. 
 
This architectural composition of two-storey brick buildings, so unique in its uniformity and character, is a provincially designated 

Heritage Conservation District steeped in social and economic history of this area.  
 
The story of Seaforth began with two men’s speculations for the future. Until Christopher and George Sparling shared a vision for 

a community that would thrive on business from the anticipated Buffalo and Lake Huron Railway through this region, there was little 
settlement in the swampy area now known as Seaforth. The brothers acquired most of the present site of Seaforth between the years 
of 1850 and 1853. George laid out a subdivision in 1856. Christopher sold most of his land in Tuckersmith Township to a firm 
headed by James Patton who was keenly interested in investing in the area. By the time he and his partners were finished buying land, 
they held most of the land that is now considered to be central Seaforth. 

 
Together, they worked to bring the railway through their land. It is said that Patton’s former law partner, John A. Macdonald, who 

would become Canada’s first prime minister, had influence in negotiations. The enterprising businessmen donated land to the railway 
company and built a station that bore the name “Seaforth.” 

 
The settlement was ideally situated on the Huron Road and along the path of the railway. Additionally, it was a shipping point for 

wheat. It wasn’t long before Seaforth had a post office, headed by postmaster Andrew Patton, and soon after that it was incorporated 
as a village, which soon grew into a town. 

 
In 1877 fire raged through Main Street and completely destroyed 12 acres of the business section. Although the town had a fire 

brigade, it quickly discovered it had an insufficient supply of hose and a hand pumping engine simply wasn’t adequate to fight a fire 
of this size.        

 
The town rebounded quickly and Main Street was rebuilt with the brick business blocks, which are still seen today, more than a 

century later. One of the most imposing is the block built by Alexander Cardno, at the centre of the west side of the street. This 
structure contained the town’s first clock tower. Also in the rebuilt downtown was the town’s first bank, the Consolidated Bank.. 
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Of course, along with commerce came social activity. Seaforth’s first fraternal order was The Order of Grand Templars, followed 
by a Masonic Lodge and The Independent Order of Oddfellows. A cricket club, a Mechanics Institute (which evolved to be the 
Carnegie Library), an Anglican church, then other churches, would serve the growing community. For more information on the 
history of Seaforth, read The Settlement of Huron County, by James Scott. 

 
Seaforth's Main Street was designated in 1984 as a Heritage Conservation District because of its distinguished late 19th century 

architecture. Through grants and local support, property owners have been encouraged to restore and preserve the architectural 
characteristics of their buildings so that this valuable resource may continue to be an asset to the community in the years ahead, and 
be a comforting reminder of Seaforth's history. 

 
We invite you to tour the historic downtown of Seaforth. Using this book as your guide, stroll along the sidewalks, up one side and 

down another, and imagine what it must have been like to live in this village so many years ago. 
 
Enjoy, and come again! 

 
 
 Huron East Economic Development Committee 
 138 Main St South ,Box 1120, Seaforth ON N0K 1W0 
 519-527-0305    edo@huroneast.com 
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Heritage Landscape before Seaforth … 
 
 
 
Seaforth is located in Huron County on King’s Highway 8 about 33 km east of the port of Goderich, Ontario. It lies within what was 
known as the Huron Tract, a 1 million acre parcel of land, adjacent to Lake Huron, purchased by the Crown from the Chippewa First 
Nation in 1825. The Canada Company, a land company, was granted a royal charter on August 19, 1826 and thereby could proceed with 
the sale of the land within the Huron Tract.  
 
The first step in building a road into the Huron Tract was taken in 1827 when a survey was made through the forest from Wilmot 
Township to the mouth of the Maitland River. The meanderings of the Maitland River forced them to readjust their survey several times. A 
Bridle Road was blazed parallel to and south of the original proof line which set the northern boundary for the Huron Tract. This Bridle 
Road became the Huron Road: “Practically all the work of clearing and building the first Huron Road, the twelve-foot Sleigh Road, was 
done by the bare hands of the settlers, dragging and pulling and swinging an axe.” The Huron Road (now King’s Highway 8) became the 
lifeline of the settlements, like Seaforth, that would grow up within the Huron Tract. 
 
What became the Huron Tract was a region once inhabited by the Attawandarons, or the Neutrals, as the French called them. By the end 
of the 18th century, after the fur wars ended, the victorious Iroquois tribes moved into this territory. It was the Chippewa (also known as 
Ojibway or Anishinaabe) branch of this tribe with whom the land treaty was signed.  
 
The history of a place is also part of the broader natural history of the area. The nature of the land and its waterways, the natural resources 
found there, often determined where a settlement was located. The Bayfield River and the Maitland River have had a notable influence on 
settlement in this area. The mouth of the Maitland River provides the only good harbour, at Goderich, for Great Lakes’ shipping along the 
entire east coast of Lake Huron. Numerous power sites on the rivers have been a factor in deciding the location and growth of towns along 
its valley. 
 
Large glacial lakes once covered most of the area of the three Great Lakes of Huron, Superior and Michigan during the Pleistocene Epoch 
or the Ice Age (1.8 million to ~10,000 years ago). Lake Huron was once part of the proglacial Lakes Algonquin and Warren, formed during 
the retreat of the melting glacier. The Huron Lobe of the Wisconsin Icesheet built the moraines of the Maitland River watershed 
 about 13,000 years ago. Limestone bedrock underlies the deposits of sand and gravel left by the retreating glacier.                          iv 
 



The Maitland River flows over 150 km from the Township of Wellington North to Lake Huron. The three most northerly branches, the 
Maitland, the Lower Maitland, and Middle Maitland, converge near Wingham in the Township of North Huron. From Wingham, the river 
flows in a southwestward direction, winding around the knobby till and gravel ridges of the moraines, to Lake Huron. The steep gradient of 
the Maitland River westward from Harriston provided waterpower sites, in the early days of Fordwich, Gorrie and Wroxeter. 
 
The Bayfield River empties into Lake Huron at Bayfield, Ontario. The river runs through a long, narrow river valley corridor and is a major 
watershed drain. The topography is relatively flat and rolling around the river valley. By 1833, the Canada Company had completed the grist 
mill begun in 1832, east of Egmondville where Silver Creek empties into the Bayfield River. This was the second mill in the Huron Tract, 
the first being at Goderich, and was a great convenience to settlers from a wide area. In the 1840s, Bayfield was a busy shipping point for 
the export of grain, but it’s importance as a port was eliminated by the arrival of the railway. 
 
A large salt deposit known as the Michigan Basin is a 350-million-year-old saucer-shaped deposit over parts of Ontario, Michigan, and 
Ohio. The salt was discovered in Goderich in 1866 and soon after, in other Huron County towns like Seaforth, Clinton, Blyth and Brussels, 
salt wells were drilled. Water was pumped down to dissolve the rock salt, the brine was pumped to the surface and evaporators using cheap 
wood fuel, were used to produce dry salt. The salt industry was an important part of the local economy until 1880. 
 
The Huron Road (Goderich Road or King’s Highway 8) forms the dividing line between McKillop and Tuckersmith Townships. The 
second road opened was the London Road (now King’s Highway 4) and with the opening of the two roads the township of Tuckersmith 
could be surveyed. Surveys of Tuckersmith Township were completed between 1830 and 1835. The hamlets of Harpurhey, founded by Dr. 
William Chalk in 1834, and Egmondville, founded by Anthony Van Egmond in 1835, were thriving communities adjoining what would 
become the village, and then the town, of Seaforth. 
 
Anticipating the construction of the Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich Railroad through this area, Christopher and George Sparling acquired, 
during 1850-53, most of the present site of Seaforth. Before this time Seaforth was little more than a stopping point along the Huron Road. 
George Sparling laid out a subdivision in 1856. Christopher Sparling sold most of his land to a land company headed by James Patton of 
Barrie. Harpurhey, Egmondville and Seaforth all vied for the rail station. Patton is said to have secured the railway station for Seaforth with 
the offer of a free site.  
 
Situated on the Huron Road and the railway, and a shipping point for wheat and other products, Seaforth had a post office by December 
1859. Seaforth was incorporated as a village in 1866 and as a town in 1875. The loss of a railway station in the neighbouring hamlets of 
Egmondville and Harpurhey led to their eventual decline. Merchants in the two hamlets began to move their businesses to Seaforth. 
 
Tuckersmith was considered by early settlers to be the most fertile land in Huron County. Indeed Huron County is blessed with very 
productive agricultural land, the result of extensive weathering of the parent material ground up from the underlying limestone bedrock 



and deposited by the receding glaciers. Much of the soil of Tuckersmith and McKillop Townships was formed from loamy limestone till or 
subaqueous till, i.e., material accumulated at the bottom of a body of water. The topography of the northern part of Tuckersmith Township 
is smooth, gentle slopes. The topography of the southern part of Tuckersmith Township and most of McKillop Township is smooth, 
gentle slopes to level. 
 
Seaforth, like many rural communities, grew and prospered with the prosperity of its farmers. Both village and farmer were, and still are, 
dependent on and supported by each other.  
 
As the town prospered its architecture changed from frame buildings to the more imposing (and more fireproof!) brick buildings that line 
the main street to this day. The majority of the store buildings were built between 1874 and 1897. Later additions to the streetscape are the 
Bank of Commerce building erected in 1905 and the Carnegie Public Library built in 1912-13. 
 
In 1976, the Seaforth Local Area Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee (LACAC) was formed. Its work led to the passing of a 
by-law in 1984 that designated the Seaforth downtown commercial core as a heritage conservation district. A Conservation Plan was 
prepared by Hill & Borgal, Architects & Planners. Their introductory statement sums it up nicely: “Seaforth is probably one of the finest 
and most beautiful late nineteenth century streetscapes in Ontario.”  
_______ 
Quote referring to the Huron Road reprinted in Margaret Beecroft’s Windings: A History of the Lower Maitland River. For more information 
on the history of Seaforth and area see Isabelle Campbell’s The Story of Seaforth, James Scott’s The Settlement of Huron County, Tuckersmith 
Memories and Dean Robinson’s Seaforth Beginnings. 
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William Campbell Block 1 
 

2 & 4  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1876  

hen William “Tailor” 
Campbell built a large 
frame building with three 
stores on the southeast 
corner of Main and God-

erich Streets early in 1863, there were no other 
buildings on this side of Main Street from here to 
the railway station. The land was owned by Coleman 
and Gouinlock. George Gouinlock had died in 1853 
leaving the land in trust to his wife and four 
children. His widow, Hannah Matilda Chalk, later 
married Dr. T.T. Coleman. The lands were still in 
trust for the minor children in 1863. When the 
building was finished, William Campbell occupied 
the north part. In the south part, Thomas Chubb 
had a bookstore and M.R. Counter, a jewelry store.  
 After the fire of 1876 destroyed his frame build-
ing, Campbell built a brick block of two large stores 
with a hall above the south store. In the spring of 
1877, Campbell opened his merchant tailoring and 
men’s furnishing shop, the New York House, in the 
north part and continued in business here until 1886. 
Campbell did his own cutting and usually employed 
12 workmen in his tailor shop above his store. 

The 2½-storey building is yellow brick with a 
detailed brickwork frieze below which pilasters meet 
to form simulated ‘brace’ supports. The cornice has 
been removed. The four 2nd-storey windows have 
decorative labels of moulded concrete with imitation 
central keystone. The large storefront cornice has 
prominent dentils and is supported by three ornate 
brackets, one at each end and one separating the two 
stores. The main floor retains the original door 
positions and insets. The north storefront is largely 
original, but the south one has been remodelled.  

There were a number of short-lived businesses in 
the south store in the first years. Henry Mitchell had 
a fancy goods and books store in 1878; J.C Smith. &  
Henry West were here in 1879-80; William N. 
Watson had his insurance business here in 1880-82; 
Thomas Coventry, Boots & Shoes, occupied the 
store  in 1883-84. It may have stood vacant then, 
until Bright Bros. took possession in 1887.  

One of the upstairs tenants was Miss E.J. Sleeth. 
She placed the following advertisement in the 
January 5, 1883 issue of The Huron Expositor:  

Miss Sleeth wishes to announce to the 
ladies of Seaforth and vicinity that she has 
removed her dressmaking rooms to Mr. 
Wm. Campbell’s block, directly over the 
dry goods store, and also in thanking them 
for their patronage in the past, would 
respectfully solicit a continuance of same 
in future. Entrance between Mr. A.G. 
Ault’s grocery store and Mr. Campbell’s 
dry goods store.  

The Hall above the stores was used by the Forester’s 
Order in 1878-79, the  1890s, and from about 1915 
to 1927. The Order of Good Templars had rooms in 
1878-82. The Orange Order leased rooms in 1888-
89 and 1927-1960s. 

j 

Huron Expositor  May 6, 1881 

In 1891, B.B. Gunn moved his store north from A.G. 
Ault’s Block to this location.  
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  Jeweler, W.J. Northgraves, occupied the north 
store after William Campbell, from 1887-89. In 
1891, Campbell added to the east of the building. 
The Huron Expositor reported on Sept. 4, 1891: 

Mr. William Campbell has the brick addi-
tion to his block nearly completed, and is 
having the corner store nicely painted and 
otherwise improved. It will shortly be 
occupied by Mr. Gunn. 

Gunn advertised his store as “The Corner Store with 
the Blue Front.” He sold fabrics and clothing and 
was in business here until early 1907.  
 The May 10, 1907 Huron Expositor announced: 
“Williams & Purcell – General Merchants for the 
People - Groceries, Dry Goods, Clothing – 
Successors to B.B. Gunn – Corner Store.” By 1909, 
Matthew Williams was operating the business on his 
own. By 1915, a butcher, Roy Nelson, was here. 

In January of 1921, F.D. Hutchison, of Mitchell, 
purchased the grocery business formerly owned by 
Dorsey & MacKinnon, in the north store, corner of 
Main and Goderich Streets. The business change 
was advertised in The Huron Expositor: 

Announcement – F.D. Hutchison, having 
bought the stock of groceries and 
provisions and leased the premises lately 
occupied by Mr. Donald E. MacKinnon, 
North Corner Main and Goderich Streets, 
is prepared to serve the people of Seaforth 
and surrounding country with 
groceries and provisions of good 
quality at moderate prices. Terms – 
cash or produce. Under the same 
roof, at the side entrance from 
Goderich Street, Mr. Neil Klein 
hopes to serve all his old customers 
and many new ones with a choice 
selection of fresh and cured meats. 

Hutchison sold groceries here until 
1933. 
 In the 1930s and 1940s, Arthur Rut-
ledge was in business in the north store. 

William Barber joined 
Rutledge in 1936 and 
introduced radio sales 
into the business. 
Gordon McGonigle’s 
grocery was here from 
1947 into the late 1960s. 

W.D. and A.J. Bright 
were Merchant Tailors 
and furnishers of men’s 
clothing. They had the 
south part of William Campbell’s 
block, with workrooms above, from 
1887 to 1904. After the Bright Bros. 
moved out of the south store in late 
1904, Mr. A. Dolgoff had a business 
here for a few years. W.J. Walker, a 
furniture merchant aged 58; with Alex 
and Sam Walker as Clerks, was the 

tenant of the store in the 1915-16. John and Sam 
Walker had moved their store across the street to 
Cardno Block by 1920.  

Abraham Chiefetz and his brother operated 
Chiefetz Bros. dry goods in the south store in the 

1920s. It seems that the store was largely vacant 
throughout the 1930s. Elgin Close had his barber-
shop here in the 1940s. By 1949, the Crown 
Hardware store, run by Mervin Nott and Keith 
Sharp, was in the south store of the block. They 
were in business here into the late 1960s. 

Bright Bros. Merchant Tailors & Gent’s Furnishings was run by W.D. and A.J. 
Bright. They made clothing to order and also sold ready-made clothing. Bright 
Bros. occupied the south half of William Campbell’s north block from late in 
1887 to November 11, 1904 when they moved to Strong’s Block. The 
advertisement below is from The Huron Expositor  of March 10, 1893. 

Matthew and Kate Williams are two of the people in this c. 1910 photograph. 
Williams moved to the corner store in 1907, replacing B.B. Gunn.  



William Campbell Block 2 
 

6 & 8  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1877-78 

 

ohn Seatter had two shops 
south of William Campbell’s 
stores in 1863. He used one as 
his insurance office and the 
other was a drug store run by 

J.S. Roberts. Both stores were empty when the fire 
of 1876 swept through this part of Main Street. 
William Campbell bought the lot the next year and 
built a store block. 
 The distinguishing feature of Campbell’s second  
store block is the central window in the upper 
storey. The windows are Italianate in style, the 
central trefoil or three-part window flanked by two 
smaller round-headed windows. The window labels 
are moulded concrete with a predominant keystone 
and label stops. In the photograph at left, you can 
see how the heavy cornice brackets fill the space 
above the brickwork outline, all that remains since 
the cornice was removed. A pilaster defines the 
south end of the upper façade and the window 
above the street-level entry to the upper apartment, 
in the photograph at left occupied by H. Horn, 
Ladies Tailor. The original storefront cornice had 
dentils and large brackets at each end. The 
storefront level has been significantly remodelled. 

 James Pickard opened his Bargain House in 
Campbell’s No. 3 store in 1884. By 1890, the Robb 
brothers, William and James, had their Robb’s 
Grocery here until 1900.  W.J. Clark had a store here 
in 1900, but was soon replaced by I.N. Colbert’s 
bakery which was here into 1902.  

Richard Crone, Merchant, and J.W. Beattie, 
Butcher, were tenants in what had become two 
separate stores by 1910. Beattie occupied the south 
store. Charles Consigney, a shoemaker aged 50 in 
1918, opened a shoe store in the north half and was 
here into 1921. A.E. Kennedy, a Presser, was in the 
south half at the same time. 

Swift Canadian Produce, managed by Isaac 
Hudson, was in the north store in 1931 until 1953. 
Orville Dale took over the produce business for a 
few years. Trapnell’s Bakery was here in 1958 and 
then Doris’ Beauty Salon in 1959. The salon became 
Brian’s Hair Styling by 1966. 

The south store was home to W. John 
Thompson’s Shoe Repair from 1940 to 1979. Dr. 
C.E. Toll had the Seaforth Dental Office in the 
north store in the early 1970s. Roth Food Market 
had both stores in the 1980s, and by 1990, Culligan 
Real Estate occupied both. 

  

 ] 

The photograph at upper right is part of 
a panoramic photograph taken between 
1887 and 1891. The awning is marked 
“Marshall’s Bakery.” The advertisement 
at left is from the March 18, 1887 issue 
of The Seaforth Sun. The one at right is 
from the February 28, 1890 issue. 
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A.G. Ault & D. McGregor Block 
 

10 & 12  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1877-78 

 

illiam Ault had a grocery 
store here in 1868-71. 
Alexander (“Aggie”) Ault 
took over the grocery in 
1872 and was the tenant 

of the store when the frame building burnt in 1876. 
Ault’s property was valued at $3,000; he had only 
$800 in insurance. William Campbell bought the 
north part of this property after the fire. 

Dr. W. R. Smith, physician and surgeon, had an 
office to the south of Ault’s grocery in 1869-70. Also 
next door in 1869-70 were Thomas and Sarah 
Simons, confectioners who also sold fruit and fish. 
T. Simons was also a house and sign painter in 1870-
71. Thomas Garniss, a tailor, was the tenant here 
from 1872 to 1874. The Feb. 19, 1874 issue of The 
Huron Expositor reported the property changing 
hands.: 

Property Changes – Mr. D. McGregor, of 
Harpurhey, has purchased the store and 
lot at present occupied by Mr. Garniss, 
nearly opposite the Mansion House, for 
$950. Mr. McGregor intends opening in 
these premises a book bindery and 
stationery store.  

Daniel McGregor & Son was the occupant of this 
store when the fire started next door in Mrs. William 
D. Griffith’s grocery and candy shop in 1876. The 
building, books and stationery were valued at $2,000; 
he had $1,000 in insurance. 
 It is likely that A.G. Ault and Daniel McGregor 
co-operated in building the two-store brick block 
which replaced their burnt-out store buildings in 
1877-78. The red tones to the brick of north half 
distinguish Ault’s building from McGregor’s. The 

upper façade is beautifully proportioned into four 
window bays divided by projecting brick pilasters 
surmounted by a raised brickwork frieze. The 
windows of the north half extend lower than those 
of the south half and have a small oblong pane 
above the regular four-paned window. The heavy, 
ornate window labels with imitation keystone are 
made of moulded concrete. The windows sills of the 
north windows are wood while those of the south 
windows are concrete. The upper cornice has been 
removed. (See the story about the Michael Jordan 
Block for a photograph showing the original cornice 
of this building.) The storefront cornice with dentils 
and end brackets has also been removed. The main 
floor now has doorways, at either end, to the two 
stores. The original doorway placement was in the 
centre of each store. All of the original storefront 
has been removed from the lower façade. 

A.G. Ault moved into his unfinished store in 
November of 1877. Samuel McLean joined Ault in 
business in 1881-82. Ault went out of the business 
for a few years and B.B. Gunn occupied the store 
between 1887 and 1891. When Gunn moved up the 
street to the corner store, Ault resumed his grocery 
business here. The Huron Expositor reported on 
September 4, 1891: 

We understand that Mr. A.G. Ault intends 
starting in the grocery business again in his 
own store, that at present occupied by Mr. 
Gunn. Mr. Ault was very popular when in 
business before, and no doubt many of his 
old customers will be pleased that they will 
have an opportunity of doing business 
with him again. 

Ault advertised as the “Seaforth Tea Store.” An ad 

j 

Advertisements from The Huron Expositor February 5, 1869 
and August 27, 1869.  
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in the 1893 Huron Expositor indicates that he also 
tried his luck, for a while, in selling ready-made 
clothing for men and boys, dress goods, shawls, 
mitts, etc. His main business, though, was 
groceries. A.G. Ault remained in business here 
until his death some time in 1915. 
 George D. Haigh had taken over the north 
store by 1914. His grocery business was here 
until 1932 when William Arnold, also a grocer, 
replaced him. He was here only a year when Alex 
McGavin took over the store from him. 
McGavin had the store until some time in 1940, 
after which time it stood vacant. Gordon Wright 
opened a furniture repair store here in 1944, 
John Kelland, Tire Sales, followed in 1945, and 
Harry Parnell, of the Parnell Tire & Battery 
Shop, in 1947. 

 B.F. Christie started a butcher shop in the north 
store in 1954. He was also the owner of the building 
at the time. Christie was in business here until the 
late 1950s. John Cardno Insurance was the tenant 
here in 1960. The McKillop Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co. had offices here, as did W.E. Southgate, in 1966. 
By 1987, the Huron Expositor office had moved 
into the north store. 
 In 1881, Murdo Y. McLean moved his news-
paper printing business from the building on John 
Street to the south store here, until this time 
occupied by Daniel McGregor’s stationery store. 
The McLean Bros., Murdo and Alan, published one 
of the local weekly newspapers, The Huron Expositor. 
McLean Bros. bought The Seaforth Expositor from 
W.F. Luxton and George W. Ross and assumed its 
editorship with the December 9, 1879 issue. M.Y. 
was succeeded by his son, Keith, and he in turn by 

his son, Andrew Y. McLean. A.Y. McLean remained 
active in the paper’s operation, along with his 
daughter, Susan, into the 1970s. Signal Star 
Publishing of Goderich bought the business in 1982. 
At the time of its sale the McLean family held the 
record for the longest continuous ownership of a 
Main Street business – 112 years. The newspaper 
office moved one door north in 1985.  

This photograph was taken c. 1900. Ault advertised lower prices for those 
customers who paid cash. As did many other merchants, he also accepted goods 
in kind, like butter, eggs, and produce. The architectural details of the original 
storefront are visible here, e.g., the cornice with dentils and end brackets, the 

pilasters at either side, the inset doorway with transom, and plate-glass windows. 
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Michael Jordan Store 
 

14  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1895 

ndrew Calder had his 
photography studio at this 
location, next door to Mrs. 
Griffith’s confectionery, 
from 1872-76. He also 

sold sewing machines. When he lost his building and 
photographic stock to the fire of 1876 it was valued 
at $600; he had no insurance. Calder temporarily 
“fitted up rooms over Mrs. Markey’s grocery store”  
and later moved to another location on Main Street. 
 Thomas Downey, the owner of the middle part 
of Lot 9 throughout the 1880s to mid-1890s, used 
the property to store lumber. Sydney Jacobs, a 
tinsmith, seems to have had a small shop here in 
1893-95. Michael Jordan, a grocer with a shop just 
south, bought the property in 1895 and had the 
present brick building constructed. 

 The building is grey cement brick with red brick 
detailing. The grey brick has an irregular, moulded 
surface. There are four square pilasters which 
become round above the second-floor windows. 
The two colours of brick were used to create bands 
across the upper façade and to accent the gently 
arched windows. The tall, narrow windows were 
placed at a lower level on the façade than those of 
the building to the north. The cornice at both levels 
has been removed. The two inset doorways at either 
end have metal posts at the inner edge of the 
doorway. The woodwork panels on the inset walls of 
the doorways appear to be original. The building is 
remarkable in that its design and colouring are so 
different from its neighbours on Main Street, 
although it is quite similar in appearance to the 
Commercial Hotel further south. 

The photograph at 
left, taken c. 1900, 
shows M. Jordan’s 
grocery store. In 
May of 1896, “Mr. 
M. Jordan … plac-
ed a handsome 
new delivery wag-
on on the road. It 
was made at the 
establishment of 
Mr. John Kale.” 
Jordan had his 
grocery business 
here until his death 
some time in 1901.  
 

 

 George Baldwin had a store here for a few years 
from 1903-05. Then, Richard H. and Martha Peck 
had a music store at this location for many years. 
Maud (or Martha?) Peck took over the business in 
1928. Peck’s music store continued in business here 
until 1950. The store then became a bakery for 
several years, first run by James McDonald, then by 
Glen Smith. Smith was the building’s owner by 
1966. Trapnell’s Bakery was in business here at that 
time. The Tasty-Nu Bakery & Cheese House opened 
shop here in the late 1980s and was here for many 
years. For a few years in the early 1970s, Agnes 
McClinchey had a restaurant here. 

T 

A family photograph taken by Andrew 
Calder between 1873-77. 
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James Murphy Block 
 

16 & 18  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1877 

ranz Meyers had his house, 
and south of it his 
Checkered Harness Depot, 
on this lot in 1863. But, 
James Murphy was the 

owner of the house and store from 1872-76. When 
fire struck, Murphy lost his store, his stock of 
groceries, his dwelling house and household 
furnishings valued at $4,800; he was insured for 
$2,200. Murphy replaced the burned buildings in 
1877 with a brick building containing two stores. He 
moved his Chequered Store and Tea Depot into the 
north store and was here until 1883.  
David and John Currie had a dry goods, fancy 

goods, tobacco and confectionery store in the south 
space from 1877-79. A succession of four other 
confectioners ran a business in the south store in the 
1880s after the Curries left. In 1886, Mrs. W. 
Clement had a restaurant here. J.C. Smith & Co. 
opened a private bank in this store space in 1891 
and were here until 1897. 
 C.L. Papst and Thomas O'Connor opened a new 
music store in the north store in 1890. Peter Dill and 
Harry Speare,  Tailors and Furnishers of men’s 
clothing, moved into the north store in 1893 and 
were here until February 1897. The June 11, 1897 
issue of The Huron Expositor informed the public: 

Harry Speare, successor to Dill & Speare, 
moved to larger store, Feb. 26, 1897, West 
side Main street, Whitney’s Block, next 
door to Henderson’s Ground Floor 
Gallery – Tailoring & Gents’ Furnishings. 

Matthew Williams, a grocer and the owner of the 
building by this time, replaced Dill & Speare. He was 
soon succeeded by J.A. Hingstone and R.A. 

Sparling, Painters, when he moved his business 
north to the corner store. 
 B.B. Gunn opened a second store and occupied 
both of the stores here in 1900. By 1905, a number 
of different businesses occupied both stores for one 
or two years at a time. Matthew Williams again had 
his grocery in the north store from 1907-09. His 
wife and daughter continued the business into the 
1910s. W.J. Allan had the south store. 
 In 1921, Isaac Hudson, a produce merchant, had 
the south store; David Stewart, a butcher, had the 
north store. The next year, Silverwoods Dairy 
occupied the south store and were here until 1927. 
By 1929, there was again a produce store in the 
south part and George Cameron, had taken over the 
butcher shop.  
By 1933, B.F. Christie was the butcher at work in 

the north store and he was in business here until 
1957. In 1934, Leonard Bolton had a barbershop in 
the south part. The next year, Leona Mac Box  had a 
hairdressing shop in the south store. Bertha Box 
took over the hairdressing shop and Fred R. Parsons 
had the barbershop in 1940-41. Ernest L. Box, a coal 
merchant, was the property owner at this time and 
he had the north store from 1939 to 1944. Frank 
Kling, Plumbing & Heating Supplies, had the south 
store for a couple of years in 1943-44, then it 
became a pool hall run by  E.M. Hadfield and then 
by C.G. and Frank Lee. 

Y 

Advertisements from The Huron Expositor  of February 5, 
1869 and February 7, 1873. 

7 



     Christie’s butcher shop in the north store became 
O'Shea's Men's & Women's Wear by the 1960s. By 
the 1990s, Anna's Dress Shop, had moved into this 
store space. 
The south store became a beauty parlour in 1957, 

run by Robert McPherson, Beautician. Grace Kerr 
was a Beautician in Roberts' House of Beauty in the 
early 1960s. By 1966, the business here was called 
the Snip & Curl Beauty Salon. Box Furniture 
eventually expanded their store into this space. 
    The building appears to be of-a-piece with the 
neighbouring store block to the south. The entab-
lature detailing, pilasters and window labels are the 
same as the building to the south and the Ault & 
McGregor Block to the north.  
It is a 2½-storey yellow brick building with four 

pilasters marking off three window bays. The section 
to the south is wider and has a larger window. The 
roof cornice and the storefront were restored to 
their original appearance, to match Box Furniture to 
the south. At the storefront level, the doorway insets 
and windows are as they were originally. 

An enameled metal sign used to identify and advertise E.L. 
Box’s business. (Seaforth & Area Museum) 

The photograph above is part of a panoramic taken c. 1900. The James Murphy building is 
to the right of the store with the awning. At the time, B.B. Gunn’s general store was here. 

Advertisements from left: The Huron Expositor, August 2, 
1895; and, March 10, 1893. 
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William Robertson Block 
 

20-22  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1877 

ome to Box Furniture 
for many years now, this 
2½-storey yellow brick 
block was built in 1877 
for William M. Robert-

son. In 1863, William M. Robertson and Co. were 
hardware  merchants with William O. Reid as 
manager. They conducted business in a frame 
building on part of this site until moving into the 
north part of the Thomas Kidd Block on the 
opposite side of Main Street in 1869.  

George Ewing had a butcher shop next to 

William Robertson’s hardware store in the 1860s. 
By the time of the fire in 1876, Robertson’s store 
was vacant and Jones & Rowcliffe had furniture 
warerooms in the south store. Part of the property 
was owned by Sam and Margaret Stark. After the 
1876 fire, Robertson bought this and the adjacent 
land and built his large store block. 

It was “the finest warehouse in town,” a large 
35’ x 126’ (11 x 38 m) block with basement and 
two flats or apartments. In one store they sold 
builder’s hardware. In the other, they sold carriage 
hardware, wagon and carriage material upstairs, and 

oils, paint, glass, etc., in 
the basement. At the 
rear was a large iron and 
steel warehouse. Robert-
son moved his “Sign of 
the Circular Saw” store 
into the new building in 
November of 1977 and 
continued in business 
until 1883. 

Robertson & Reid 
became  Reid & Wilson 
Hardware by 1884, still 
operating under the 
“Sign of the Circular 
Saw.” Reid & Wilson 
advertised as hardware 
and iron importers. 
They were in business 
until 1909 when McIn-
tyre & Willis, also hard-
ware merchants, took 
over. 

[ 

Reid & Wilson’s Hardware as it was in 1900. Note that the architectural details of the original 
have been beautifully recreated so that the existing building looks much as it once did. 
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The brickwork of the entablature, the pilasters 

and the window labels of the upper façade are the 
same design as that of neighbouring building to the 
north. The upper cornice with decorative brackets 
and finials, the storefront cornice with dentils and 
finials, are part of extensive restoration work done 
in 1990.  

In 1916, James E. Willis opened a silent movie 
theatre called The Strand. A 1921 advertisement for 
“Better Motion Pictures” announced a rise in ticket 
price to “Adults 25¢ Children 15¢” up from 15¢ 
and 10¢, for such great photoplays as The Revenge of 
Tarzan, Mary Pickford’s Pollyanna, and Douglas 
Fairbanks in The Mollycoddle. The Strand was in 
buisness into the 1920s. At the same time, George 
C. Bell had a garage next door. 
 The stores were vacant for a few years in the 
late 1920s. In 1928, Marshall Stewart opened a pool 
hall. At the same time, Norman Nichol had a paint 
shop; A.D. Sutherland, an Insurance Agent, had an 
office; and, John Regeir used part of the store 
space for car storage. Into the 1930s, C.M. Smith 
ran the pool room in the rear part of Elgin Close’s 
barbershop. In the late 1930s, there was also a 
ladies’ hairdressing parlour. The pool room contin-
ued as a popular hangout through the 1940s. 
 By 1945, Richard Box had moved Box Furni-
ture to this location and by 1955, Box Furniture 
occupied all of the original William Robertson 
Block. In 1990, extensive renovations were made to 
the block and the adjoining James Murphy Block to 
the north. Box Furniture expanded into part of the 
James Murphy Block, next to Anna’s Dress Shop. 

Advertisements above: The Huron Expositor, December 31, 1886; 
The Seaforth Sun, March 18, 1887; right: The Huron Expositor, 
January 28, 1916. 
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Sam Stark Block 
 

24 & 26  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1877   

am Stark had four stores on this 
lot, next to William Robertson’s 
hardware, in the 1860s. George 
Ewing had a butcher shop in one, 
Stark had a shoe shop in a second. 

W.J. McCleary had law offices in a third, and Dr. 
John Campbell had his home and office in the 
fourth. After the 1876 fire, Stark sold part of the lot 
to Robertson and built a brick block adjoining 
Robertson’s block in 1877. The architectural 
detailing of Stark’s Block matches that of 
Robertson’s Block, and others, to the north. Stark’s 
Block was destroyed by fire in the early 1990s. The 
Elliott Financial building now stands on part of the 
lot where Stark’s Block once was. 
 In 1876, the stores owned by Sam Stark were 
occupied by Stark, John Eades, a barber, and Mrs. 
Charles Graham’s millinery store. Stark’s new brick 
block was occupied by Thomas Coventry’s Boot & 
Shoe shop in the north store until 1880; James 
McGuffie & Co.’s liquor store in the middle store, 
also to 1880; and, Henry Mitchell’s Fancy store in 
the south store. Mitchell’s store was taken over by a 
victualler by the name of John Martin who was here 
for just one year. The Misses Grieves, dressmakers, 
had three rooms above from 1877-81. 
 By 1880, Francis Holmsted, a lawyer, owned the 
Stark Block. William Logan had a business in the 
north store in 1880, but was soon succeeded by 
George Good. Good had a grocery here until 1884 
when he moved further south to a corner store. 
Maggie Ferguson, a dressmaker, had a shop here in 
1885. James McGuffie’s store was now McGuffie & 
Robertson’s seeds store, until 1881. It was replaced 
by John Killoran’s liquor store some time in 1881 to 

1886. The south store was a grocery operated by 
Hugh Robb from 1881-85 and by William and James 
Robb in 1886. Robb’s grocery moved to No. 3 
Campbell’s Block in early 1890. Above one of the 
stores, Holmsted had law offices, off and on, for 
many years. 
  

f 

The picture above is part of a photograph taken in 
June 1878. William Robertson’s circular saw sign 
marks his hardware store. The boot marks Thomas 
Coventry’s store which is the north part of Sam 
Stark’s Block. The building to the south, projecting 
into the street, is Patrick Megary’s brick block. The 
advertisement to the left is from the June 8, 1883 
issue of the Seaforth Sun. 
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Archibald and James Scott were the proprietors of 
Scott Bros. Music Store in the north store from 1889 
to 1901. The middle store continued to be a liquor 
store run by Henry Jackson from 1892-95. Part of 
the middle store also housed the Dominion Bank 
from 1893-95. The south store was occupied by J.P. 
Dopp, a butcher, throughout the 1890s. Holmsted 

had his law offices in the middle part from 1896 to 
1901 after which time it and the other stores were 
vacant or had short-term tenants for a year or two. 
The south store was a laundry between 1902-06 
operated first by Fang Kee, then by Charlie Yew, and 
lastly by Charles Hinas. 
Alfred Box ran a successful restaurant in the 

north store space for decades, starting some time in 

the 1910s and until 1942. Willard Elliott 
joined Box in 1933. Mason and Agnes 
Harvey took over the restaurant in 1942. 
and by 1945, the restaurant was James 
McDonald’s Bakery.  
At about the same time in the early 

1910s, the middle store became a billiard 
hall, first run by John Bell, then by Louis 
Atkinson in the 1920s, Joseph Doyle and 
Joseph Nigh in the early 1930s, and by 
W.G. Gill in the late 1930s and 1940s. In 
the late 1940s and 1950s, the Seaforth 
Farmers’ Co-operative had a produce 
store here. By 1958 and into the 1960s, it 
housed Gingrich’s Appliances. 
 James Cleary had a grocery in the 

south store by 1916. The May 17, 1935 
issue of The Huron Expositor reported: 
“Store is Enlarged and Redecorated - 
Extensive alterations have been 
completed on the grocery store of Mr. 
J.J. Cleary here. The floor space has been 
greatly enlarged and the interior 
completely redecorated. The alterations 
were made by Harry Hart, while John F. 
Scott did the decorating.” Cleary was in 
business at his “Red Band Store” until 
1955. 
In 1951, the Simpson’s (later 

Simpson-Sears) Mail Order Office was 
located in the north store. The Eaton’s 
Order Office followed, in 1955, moving 
into the south store. Anstett Jewellers 
had replaced Gingerich’s in the  middle 
store by 1975. Anstett’s and the Sears 
Order Office were still here in the 1990s 
when the Stark Block burnt and was later 
demolished.  

Advertisements from The Huron Expositor of February 21, 1879. 

The storefront of Scott Bros. Music Store taken 1897. 
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A photograph of the interior of Jim Cleary’s store c. 1920. The advertisements, 
clockwise from top: The Huron Expositor, June  30, 1893; November 6, 1891; and, 
January 28, 1916. 
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Patrick Megary Store 
 

30  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1877 

he first building here on 
the north part of this lot, 
in the 1860s, was Sydney 
Jacob’s tinsmith shop. The 
September 24, 1875 issue 

of The Huron Expositor reported on “Gradually 
Disappearing Buildings on Main Street” noting that 
the “frame building on the opposite side of the 
street, recently occupied by a laundry was also 
removed to a lot bought by P. Megary who will build 
a brick store next season.” George Forsythe had the 
laundry here in 1875. On the south part of the lot 
there was another frame building where George 
Baxter had his Dining Saloon in the 1860s. Megary 
had both buildings torn down to make way for his 
new brick building. It was Megary’s almost 
completed brick block that checked the fire of 1876, 
saving a row of frame buildings further south. The 
window casings in Megary’s new building were all 
burned, but were soon repaired. He opened his 
bakeshop for business before the year was out. 
 Patrick Megary’s bakery was here until 1876 
when Thomas Daly took over the store. Daly, who 
was one of the first children born in Egmondville, 
had a grocery and meat store here for many years, 
until 1921. J.F. Daly, a jeweller, set up shop in part 
of this store in 1895-96. He then moved across the 
street to a store in the Cardno Block. 
 Apartment rooms above the stores were let in 
1888-89 to a dentist, W.J. Fear, and, in 1890, to W.S. 
Ferguson, MD.  
 After Thomas Daly retired from business, the 
store was occupied for a few years by a pool hall run 
first by Elgin H. Close, 1923-25, and then by 
Marshall Stewart, 1926-27. 

 In 1928, Samuel Shinen opened a dry goods store 
here. He became the building’s owner in 1948. Over 
the years, Shinen’s evolved into a clothing store. The 
business was still here in the early 1980s. By 1990, 
Bee's Clothing Store had replaced one of the longest 
running businesses in Seaforth. 

  Patrick Megary’s store is a 2½-storey white brick 
building. It was set four feet forward of the other 
buildings to its north, making it stand out from the 
rest of stores on the street until the Graves Block 
was built in 1897. The cornice was removed from 
both the upper and storefront levels. A replica of the 
original storefront cornice was added in the early 
1990s. There are three window openings each with 
two very narrow and long windows. The windows 
are unusual compared with other buildings on the 
street: the segmented brick label surrounds extend to 
the base of the window and there are no window 
sills. On the storefront level, the doorway is central 
and inset. A plain doorway with a rectangular 
transom light divided in two, at the north end of the 
façade, leads to the second-floor apartment. 

g 

This photograph, taken during a parade in 1940, shows 
Shinen’s, James Graves’ store to the south and J.J. Cleary’s 
Red Band Store in Sam Stark’s Block to the north. Arnold 
Westcott’s jewellery store is in the north part of Graves’ 
store block and Verna Graves paint and paper store is in 
the south part. At left, an advertisement from a special 
carnival issue of The Huron Expositor July 24, 1940. 
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James Graves Block 
 

32 & 34  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1897 

hen W.H. Spencer 
came to Seaforth in 
the 1860s, he opened 
a jewellery store in a 
small shop on part of 

this lot. A second small shop housed Robert P. 
Tait’s Saddlery. Miss Hart had a millinery shop on 
part of the lot in 1869-70. Mrs. Rumley had a 
confectionery  store in the other shop in 1875 which 
was then taken over by Thomas Coventry’s boot and 
shoe store. Miss Bessie McDonald had a fancy 
goods and dressmaking establishment in the south 
store from 1879-84. 
 James Constable and later, Patrick Mulcahy, had 
a barbershop in the south store in the early 1890s. In 
1894, James Graves bought the property. He was a 
painter and he opened shop in the other store while 
Mulcahy continued his work as a barber. By the fall 
of 1897 Graves had his new brick block completed. 
 John F. Daly, a jeweller and optician who also 
sold marriage licenses, was the first occupant of the 
north store. Daly had the store until 1902, at which 
time he moved across the street to the Cardno Block 
and John Bulger, also a jeweller, took over in the 
Graves store. O.L. Hess succeeded Bulger in 1909. 
By 1915, Fred S. Savuage was the jeweller here. 
Savauge was in business at this location until 1924. 
John F. Daly moved back into this store from 1925 
until 1927 when Arnold Westcott took over from 
him. Westcott started out in the jewellery business as 
a clerk in Daly’s store in 1921. Westcott stayed in 
business here for the next 32 years. In 1960, John A. 
Anstett, Jewellers, was here and continued in 
business until the early 1970s. The north store is 
unique in having been a jewellery store for most of 

its life. This ended by 1975 when James Etue 
opened his insurance office here. 
 James Graves himself was the first occupant of 
the south store. The store remained under the name 
of Graves’ Wallpaper & Paint until the early 1980s. 
Orval V. Weston and Miss Cleta Dickson were the 
proprietors of the store from the 1950s on. 
 The James Graves Block is a 2½-storey yellow 
brick building with two stores. (The brick has been  
painted.) The building is set forward of the Megary 
store to the north creating another slight jog in the 
street. The cornice with its prominent finials capping 
each pilaster, visible in the picture at right, has since 
been removed. There is a detailed brickwork frieze 
and three pilasters with large windows set between. 
The windows have a rowlock arch above. The 
window itself is divided into three stained glass 
sections above and three plain glass sections below.  

The main floor cornice with decorative brackets 
has been removed. There are two inset doorways, 
one to each store, at either end of the façade. The 
pilasters all continue from the second level to the 
lower level.  

j 

Above: The interior of John F. Daly’s jewellery store, the first 
occupant of the north store, as shown in Souvenir of Seaforth, 
1900. Below: The James Graves Block with Fred S. Savauge’s 
jewellery store in the north part and Graves’ Wallpaper & Paint 
in the south part.  
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Advertisements from The Huron Expositor, December 16, 1910; December 31, 1915; and, at 
left, the November 1, 1962 issue of the Seaforth News. 
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John S. Porter Store 
 

36 & 40  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year original building built:  c. 1865 

here were two frame build-
ings on this lot in the 1860s. 
John S. Porter, a merchant 
who bought and sold skins, 
furs and wool, had an office 

in the north store. He also advertised himself, in 
1874, as a “one-horse banker” and exchange broker.  

R.N. Brett, a leather dealer, had a shop in the 
north store from 1878-85. By 1886, the store was 
divided. James Dobie had a barbershop in part of it 
and E.J. Vanstone, Merchant, had a business in the 
other half. Albert Milburn was in part of this store 
from 1887-90 and John Laird from 1891-98, while a 
succession of businesses – a barbershop, a general 
merchant’s shop and a bakery – were in the other 
part. 

By 1899, the north part of the north store was a 
saddle and harnessmaking shop first run by John 
Ward and later by Andrew Oke. The south part of 
the building housed John Bulger’s jewellery store. 

By 1914, the Canadian Express Telegraph office  
and Charles Consigney’s shoe repair shop were in 
the north building. A barbershop was again one of 
the businesses in the building by 1918 and through 
to 1940. Leonard Bolton was the barber for many 
years. He was joined by John Pullman in 1934 and 
Pullman continued on until 1940. The other part of 
this building housed a variety of businesses through-
out the 1920s. It was again a repair shop in 1928, run 
by Michael Brown for one year and then by George 
Seip until 1934. The last incarnation of this building 
was into a restaurant run first by Willard Elliott from 
1929 to 1958 and then by James E. Elliott until the 
early 1970s. It was the Hessen Haus restaurant when 
the building burned in 1982. 

 
John Kidd had a tinsmith shop next door, to the 

south of Porter’s shop, by 1863. Kidd later added 
building supplies and hardware to his business mix. 
J.D. Fee took over in 1866, but by 1868, it was home 
to Johnson Bros. Hardware under the “Sign of the 
Mammoth Stove.”  

In 1872, Matthew Robertson moved his furniture 
and undertaking business into Johnson Bros.’ old 
stand. Earlier, in the 1860s,  Robertson had two 
frame buildings just south of the railway tracks 
where he employed George Soole to make coffins, 
as well as furniture. At his new location Robertson

g 

1914 Old Boys parade – east  Main Street with Charles 
Consigney’s shoe repair shop in the north store under 
the sign of the boot; Broadfoot & Box Co. in the south 
store. Below: Huron Expositor ad January 24, 1873. 
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advertised “the cheapest furniture in town.” An 
1875 advertisement advised patrons of his new 
“steam cabinet factory” where he made furniture of 
“thoroughly seasoned lumber” as well as “coffins, 
caskets, and burial robes of all sizes.”  

In 1877, John S. Porter, who was by now in the 
hardware and furniture trade, bought Robertson’s 
business and buildings. In September 1881, Porter 
advertised six highly finished chairs for the low sum 
of $2.00. A native of Brandon, Suffolk, England, 
Porter came to Canada in 1857. He was a successful 
businessman in Seaforth for 33 years. The notice of 
his death, in the January 27, 1899 issue of The Huron 
Expositor, called Porter “one of Seaforth’s oldest and 
most successful business men” who “possessed, in a 
high degree, the confidence of his partons, and was 
the business confident and advisor of many of the 
older settlers.” Porter sold his business to John H. 
Broadfoot and William T. Box in 1894. 

Broadfoot & Box Co. had their furniture store 
here until 1940. The building was torn down. The 
land was used for salvage storage for three years and 
then E.L. Box used it for storage for his coal 
business until 1953.  

In 1955, James J. Cleary 
built a cement block building 
on the site. The Huron Expositor 
of December 16, 1955 
announced to its readers: “32 
Years in Seaforth – Cleary 
Opens IGA Market.” Cleary 
had been in business in town 
since returning home from the 
west in 1923. He bought the 
grocery business operated by 
the United Farmers of Ontario, 
in the building a few doors to 
the north.  Cleary managed the 
IGA grocery into the early 
1960s. Joseph J. Wilkinson then 
took over the business and was 
here for about 10 years. He was 
followed by Bruce Hoelscher. 
The building was demolished in 
the early 1990s. 

Matthew Robertson was the first official undertaker in Seaforth. In 1872, he moved 
his furniture-making and undertaking business north to this store on the east side of 
Main Street. John S. Porter, and then Broadfoot & Box Co., carried on in the same 
business at this location, into the 1940s.  

The advertisement to the left is from the 
March 2, 1900 issue of The Huron 
Expositor. The advertisement above is from 
the July 12, 1889 issue. 
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Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
 

44  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1905 

imon Powell, and later Dr. T.T. 
Coleman, owned this lot and the 
one behind it backing onto 
Victoria Street. Powell had a hotel 
stable on the back lot and this was 

the only building here until the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce was relocated and the present building 
was erected in 1905.  

The CIBC building is a good example of the 
Classical Revival style of architecture. The four 
engaged columns supporting the entablature and 
pediment are distinctive elements of this style. These 
columns are made of wood. Dentils outline the deep 
triangular pediment. The entablature, as you can see 
in the above right photograph, once displayed the 
bank’s name.  

The red brick is accented by white stone, in 
particular the large quoins of white stone at the 
corners and the foundation of rusticated stone. The 
doorway, up three steps from the sidewalk, has 
square stone projections topped by lights. The 
doorway is flanked  by rectangular windows topped 
by concrete straight-moulded labels with imitation 
keystone. Above the doorway, and the sign above it, 
is a cornice supported by three brackets between the 
two central columns and projecting beyond the 
columns. Between the columns are three square 
windows on the second floor.  

This impressive structure was built by Seaforth 
contractors. It cost slightly over $10,000. 

Long before the Canadian Bank of Commerce 
built the present bank, it opened a branch in 
Seaforth on December 19, 1878. The bank was then 
located in the Dominion Block just south of the 
Commercial Hotel.  

The Dominion 
Block was built 
in 1874 by Will-
iam Elliott and 
Alex Armitage. 
When it was 
completed later 
that year, what 
was then The 
Royal Canadian 
Bank, moved 
from the Com-
mercial Hotel 
building and 
into the north 
section of this 
block of three 
stores.  
   In the 1880s, Charles St.Clair Simpson was the 
bank’s accountant and William. Blackwell was the 
Teller. When the Bank of Commerce moved to its 
new location, the Bank Manager was G.E. Parks, the 
Accountant was D. Kennedy, and the Teller was 
W.H. James. The bank’s manager from 1918 to 1932 
was James Mullen, who lived in the Lorne Villa. 

f 
The Canadian Bank of Commerce in  
the Dominion Block at 94 Main St. 
S. 

Here, the Canadian Bank of Commerce is dressed with 
striped awnings on all the windows. 

The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce as it is today. 
The name was changed in 1961. 

Huron Expositor May 6, 1881. 
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Post Office 
 

52  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1911-13 

eaforth Post Office  exhibits 
features of Romanesque Revival 
architecture: the square clock tower 
and the round-headed windows, 
echoed by the tower cornice. It 

was built on a standard plan designed by architects 
at the Department of Public Works. The standard 
plan was for a corner lot, but no suitable one was to 
be had in Seaforth, so the plan was modified placing 
the tower to the side of the front. The main section 
is a 2½-storey rectangle with mansard roof. The 
Department of Public Works also used a standard 
plan for the layout and construction of its post 
office buildings. Most post offices built between 
1897 and 1914 were constructed of brick on stone 
foundations with a wooden framing system, and lath 
and plaster walls. The floors and stairs were wood, 
except for the concrete basement floor and tile 
bathroom floor. The interior is unadorned, apart 
from the simple, moulded plaster cornice 

In the main post office area. The main floor was 
usually left as a large open space for the post office 
proper. All post office buildings had a caretaker’s 
apartment located on the top floor. 

Despite restrictions posed by a standard design, 
individual buildings were tailored to their 
surroundings. Seaforth Post Office was not only 
adapted to the site and the scale of the buildings 
around it, but to the Second Empire design of the 
Cardno Block directly across the street, and the 
town hall further down Main Street. The Post Office 
has a balanced façade and a projecting central tower 
in keeping with the main features of these other two  
buildings.The Post Office was built during a time of 
economic prosperity. Seaforth was one among many 

small southern Ontario towns to prosper from a 
national shift toward an economy based more on 
industry and manufacturing. Seaforth had many 
things to recommend it for the site of a new post 
office building. It was on a direct railway line 
between the two busy ports of Goderich and 
Buffalo. The transportation of goods was a main 
income source for the town, goods such as the 
products of its salt wells, woolen, flour and flax 
mills, sawmill, foundry and cabinet factory. It was an 
important market town and had been a postal 
station for many years. There were two telegraph 
offices and two daily newspapers. As an outport of 
Goderich, Seaforth collected customs revenues as 
well as post office revenues. 

In 1908, Seaforth applied to the federal govern-
ment for a post office and customs building. The 

land was bought by the government on February 8, 
1909 for $4,000 and the contract to build was signed 
July 4, 1911. The building was completed in 1913. 

The first post office in Seaforth was opened on 
December 1,  1859 with Alfred M. Patton as post-
master. There is no record of its location. From 
1863 to 1869, the post office was in the James 
Dickson Block, the first brick store built in Seaforth 
at the corner of Main and St. John streets. In late 
1869, the post office was moved south on Main 
Street to the north store of the newly built Samuel 
Dickson Block were it was until 1913. 

Since the 1860s, various stage routes were used 
to deliver mail. One of the earliest was a daily stage 
route from Seaforth to Wroxeter leaving Seaforth at 
4 pm and arriving in Wroxeter at 10 pm; the return 
trip was made the next day. In the 1870s, if the 
postmaster could not deliver a letter due to an 
inadequate or illegible address, he would have a list 
of names published in the local newspaper. 

Rural Route service was introduced in 1909. 
Horse-drawn vehicles were  used into the 1930s, 
weathering the elements to deliver mail.  

f 

Note the rusticated stone foundation and the use of the 
white stone in the banding and window sills. 

The Post Office in the Samuel Dickson Block at 87 
Main St. South 
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Dominion Bank Block 
 

56  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1960 

illoran and Ryan had a 
1½-storey frame building 
on the north part of this 
lot by late 1863. Here they 
sold groceries, flour, feed 

and liquor. In October 1869, they moved to their 
new 2-storey brick store built on the south part of 
the lot. The Currie brothers, John and David, had a 
restaurant, billiards room and confectionery in the 
old frame building for most of the 1870s. 

The north building was divided in the late 1870s. 
For many years, F.G. Neelin had the Seaforth Sun 
printing office, and a Custom Office, in the north 
part. The south part housed a variety of businesses. 
Thomas D. Ryan had a liquor store and Oscar 
Rudolf managed a billiard room in back. James 
Constable’s barbershop was in part of the south 
section in 1879. Louis Thorne had a combined 
groceries and liquor store here from 1882-83, then 
A.M. McGregor took over for a year. Next, Isaac 
Dunlop had a bakery here for two years. 
Throughout the 1890s, Donald McIntyre had his 
shoe repair shop here. 

In the early 1880s, the Dramatic Club met in 
rooms over the north stores. The Y.M.C.A. held 
their meetings here in the late 1880s-early 1890s. 

P. Mulcahy’s barbershop was in the north store’s 
south part from 1897 to 1901. Thomas Quigley, 
shoemaker, took over from McIntyre in 1904 and 
Charles Consigney succeeded him in 1906. Consig-
ney’s shop was burned in March of 1908 and no use 
was made of this part since then. W.J. Duncan 
started his leggings manufacturery in the south part 
in 1908. Mrs. H. Cammond had a fancy goods store 
here in 1909. The building was torn down in 1910. 

After Killoran & Ryan moved out of the brick 
store in 1882, Louis Thorne had the groceries part 
of his business here for two years. George Good 
then opened his grocery store here and was in 
business here until 1895.  

The Dominion Bank opened in Seaforth in May, 
1893, in the Sam Stark Block. The May 12 issue of 
The Huron Expositor reported: “The Dominion Bank, 
which opened for business here last week … are 
having their office very neatly fixed up and show 
every indication of having come to stay.” In March 

of 1896, the Dominion Bank bought the Killoran & 
Ryan building and moved the bank to this location.  

The east part of the Dominon Bank building 
housed businesses and offices. R.S. Hays, later Ross 
& Hays, had law offices here for many years. H.R. 
Jackson & Son had a liquor store, and later, Joseph 
Weber had a business here. Stewart Bros. was here 
for a few years starting in 1917. Sidney Pullman John 
Dennison and Walter Robinson had barbershop 
here in the 1920s and 1930s. Pullman continued at 
this location until the new bank building was built in 
1960. George Israel also had a tailor shop here in the 
late 1930s. In the 1940s, E.C. Chamberlain, 
Dominion Clerk & Insurance, had offices here. 
A.W. Sillery had a law office here in the late 1950s. 

^ 

The Killoran & Ryan store built in 1869 - the building was 
bought by the Dominion Bank in 1896. In this  photo 
from Souvenir of Seaforth, 1900, Dr. F.G. Belden was the 
dentist upstairs. H.R. Jackson & Son had a liquor store in 
the east part. R.S. Hays, Barrister,  had offices here. 

George Good published this combination cookbook and 
advertising booklet in 1888. In it he promoted his grocery 
store as well as other local businesses. (Seaforth & Area Museum) 

21 



 
The photograph at right shows the 
interior of Sydney Pullman’s and John 
Dennison’s barbershop c. 1926. The 
men, from right to left, are: Cliff 
Pearce, Sid Pullman, John Dennison 
and Walter Robinson. The boy in 
Pullman’s chair is Frank Sills. Pullman 
had a barbershop at the back of the 
Dominion Bank Block from 1926 until 
the building was demolished in 1959. 
(Photograph: Seaforth & Area Museum 

S998.1.2007) Advertisements, counter-
clockwise from top: Seaforth Sun, 
June 8, 1883; Seaforth Sun, March 
18, 1887; Seaforth Sun, June 8, 
1883; and, The Huron Expositor, 
December 9, 1898. 
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I.O.O.F. Building 
 

58  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1874 

he International Order of Odd 
Fellows (I.O.O.F.) were the 
first, in 1874, to build on this 
lot fronting Main Street. The 
first business in the store was 

William Logan and Robert Jamieson’s “Sign of the 
Golden Lion” dry goods store.  The November 6, 
1874 issue of The Huron Expositor noted: “The 
Oddfellows’ building is being proceeded with rapidly 
and will soon be ready for occupation. Messrs. 
Logan & Jamieson have leased the store, and will 
occupy it as soon as it is completed.” They contin-
ued in business here until the end of 1896.  
 The I.O.O.F. Society has owned the 
building, and occupied the hall upstairs, since 
its inaugural meeting February 5, 1875. The 
Edelweiss Rebekah Lodge also held  meet-
ings  here since 1912, and the Order of the 
Eastern Star since its organization in 1946.  
 The Huron Expositor kept its readers 
informed about business changes over the 
years. On February 14, 1896 they reported:  
“Mr. J.F. Clark, who has been carrying on 
business in the Golden Lion Store during the 
past year, has decided to close his business in 
town and go to Port Hope.” Clark had taken 
over the business late in 1893. The next 
week, on February 21, 1896, it was reported: 
“Mr. J.L. Smith has purchased the stock of 
Mr. J.F. Clark, Golden Lion Store, and is 
now remarking the stock and intends 
opening soon.” And, on December 18, 1896: 
“New Furniture & Undertaking Store – 
Leatherdale & Landsborough – opened up in 
the old Golden Lion Store formerly occupied 

by R. Jamieson – Leatherdale having taken his 
diploma at the Champion College of Embalming.” 
Leatherdale & Landsborough had a Furniture 
Emporium where they sold the New Williams 
sewing machine and operated a funeral department. 
John Landsborough was in business here until 1901. 
 Valentine Knechtel and Alexander McKenzie 
took over the Furniture & Undertaking business. 
They advertised upholstery as a specialty and also 
made parlour suites, and odd and fancy chairs to 
order. They also sold sewing machines. 
 J.C. Grieg was the next merchant in business 
here by 1906. In the March 23, 1906 Huron Expositor 

The Greig Clothing Co.  advertised for  “2 first-class 
coat makers, 1 vest maker, 2 first-class trouser mak-
ers, and 3 asssistants” for their tailoring department. 
They paid the “highest price for butter and eggs.” 
 By 1914, there was again an undertaking business 
in this store. Samuel T. Holmes, a funeral director 
and licensed embalmer who had worked for  
Broadfoot & Box, set up his own business here. 
 John A. Baldwin had a hardware store here from 
1948 through the 1950s. Irwin Trewartha took over 
and operated Irwin's Hardware throughout the 
1960s. By 1975, Seaforth Automotive & Industrial 
Supply, under the United Auto Parts banner, opened 
for business here. 
 The building has Italianate features in its 
brickwork and windows. The upper façade of three 
window bays is divided by projecting brick piers and 
surmounted by a decorative brick and wood frieze 
with wood brackets. The arched windows have 
decorative upper sections. 

g 

Robert Jamieson’s “Sign of the Golden Lion” store in c. 
1885. Jamieson was in business here from 1877-1892. 

The Huron Expositor, September 21, 1877. 
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Strong’s Red Block 
 

60 – 64  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1893 

rame stores and shops lined 
this part of the east side of 
Main Street until 1892. In 
May of 1892, some of the 
buildings were destroyed by 

fire. Afterward, the adjoining buildings were torn 
down to make way for Strong’s three-store red brick 
block and the new Town Hall.  
The Huron Expositor of May 27, 1892 reported that 

the fire was caused by a hanging lamp in W.G. 
Glen’s restaurant. John Ward, Saddler, was the 
occupant of the second store and the CPR 
Telegraph Office adjoined Glen’s restaurant. The 
article went on to say:  

We understand that Mrs. A. Strong 
intends rebuilding on her property on 
Main Street recently destroyed by fire. The 
remains of the old buildings, as well as 
those to the south, are going to be pulled 
down and three handsome brick stores 
erected in their stead. This will add very 
much to the appearance of Main Street 
and we are sure that there will be no lack 
of tenants as this is one of the best stands 
in town and has never yet been idle. We 
are convinced that the investment will be a 
good paying one and return a handsome 
dividend. 

The first tenants of the new block were Matthew 
Robertson, Cabinetmaker, and James Stewart, a 
Grocer and Restaurateur.  

In the 1860s, James Hatt owned this lot and the 
one-storey building on it. By 1869, John Logan had 
his “Manchester House” here, a dry goods and 
grocery store. Logan was in business until August 

1872 when William Logan and Robert Jamieson 
bought his bankrupt stock. Logan & Jamieson had 
the Golden Lion store on 
the northwest corner. 

In the late 1860s to the 
early 1880s, this part of 
Main Street was a hub for 
the harnessmaking, wag-
onmaking, and shoemak-
ing trades. William Grassie 
had ar wagonmaking shop 
next door to Logan’s 
Manchester House, to the 
south, from 1867-70. Syl-
vester Steeple took over 
making wagons here in 

1871. At the same time, Alex Stewart had a 
blacksmith shop in this area from 1867-71. William 
Oliver had a saddlemaking shop from 1879-82, on 
part of this property at this time owned by the 
Currie brothers, David and John.  

The next shop to the south was McIntyre & 
Willis’ shoe store. John McIntyre and Robert Willis 
made boots and shoes here from 1870 to 1883. John 
McIntyre was the sole proprietor from 1880-84. 
Edward Latimer took over from him and continued 
in business here until 1886. The Hamilton Bros., 
later Hamilton & McGinnis, had Red Front Shoes 
here from 1887 to 1889. 
 In the north part of the next store was John 
Campbell’s “Sign of the Golden Collar” saddler 
shop. At the same time, Thomas Bell had a furniture 
and undertaking business in the south part. Both 
took advantage of their location across the street 
from a prominent merchant, advertising their 
businesses as “opposite Kidd & McMulkins.”  

Campbell and Bell were succeeded by a number 
of other saddlers throughout the 1870s – James 
Wilson, W.H. Oliver, and Thomas McDonald. By 
1873, Thomas Bell has purchased land and moved 
his business. James Wilson owned the south part of 
this lot, Lot 18, and was in business from 1870 to 
1889. Oliver and McDonald may have occupied 
space vacated by Bell. 

Y 

Above - The Huron Expositor , October 21, 1870; 
Below right – May 28, 1875. 
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After Logan’s “Manchester House” 
went out of business in January 1873, 
George Redmond had a business here 
for one year and W.H. May for one year 
after Redmond. Then, George E. 
Henderson, a Saddler, replaced May and 
was here until 1892.  

Eliot Grieve had a shoemaking shop 
in part of Henderson’s store from 1878-
79. The Misses Wright had a fancy store 
before him, from 1876-77. Three 
different barbers, James McMullen, 
Joseph Klinkhammer, and Robert 
Abraham, had barbershops here in the 
1880s. Klinkhammer advertised his 
Palace Barbershop in 1884 “between 
Jamieson’s & Henderson’s” and offered “shaving, 
hair cutting, shampooing, and dyeing in all styles.” 
Richard Deem, a tailor, was the last tenant, in 1887. 

Next door, in the late 1880s, was George Ewing, 
a butcher. He owned this piece of property by 1890. 
Duncan McCuaig, a grocer, was here in 1891. 

Further south, next to James Wilson’s saddlery,  
was another butcher, or victualler, James Thomas, 
who plied his trade here from 1879-82. There were 
two shops here by 1885. James Burgess opened his 
City Restaurant, and confectionery, in 1881 and he 
served his customers here until 1890. In the north 
part, Donald McIntyre had a shoe store from 1885-
89. Then, C.L. Papst had a jewellery store in this part 
from 1890-91 and John M. Best’s law office was in 
the south part.  

This section of east Main Street changed after the 
fire that destroyed some of the frame buildings here 
in 1892. Mrs. Alonzo Strong, the property owner, 
had a three-store, red brick block built. The property 
to the south was sold to the Town of Seaforth for its 
new town hall. 

In 1894, J.C. Greig and R.J. McDonald were the 
proprietors of Grieg & McDonald Clothiers in the 
first store, in the north part of Stong’s red-brick 
block. They were in business here from 1895 to 

1903. The business then became Greig & Stewart 
and moved to Johnson Bros. old stand. In 1905, the 
Greig Clothing Co. occupied the Golden Lion store. 
 After Greig & McDonald left the first store, the 
Bright Bros. moved from their store, north in 
William Campbell’s Block, to this  store where they 
were in business for the next 14 years. They also had 
a workshop on the second floor. 
 The middle store was, for many years (1900-23), 
Oscar Neil’s restaurant where oysters, ice cream and 
sodas were featured delectables. Before Neil, James 
Stewart had a restaurant in space formerly occupied 
by Hamilton & McGinnis, from 1889 to 1899. The 
middle store space continued to be a restaurant into 
the early 1930s. 

Next to Neil’s restaurant, in the south store, the 
Seaforth Sun was published by Fred G. Neelin from 
1896 to 1899. W.J. Westcott succeeded him, then 
came L.M. Appleford, W.R. Vale, and R.D. Croft. 
James F., Donald and Cyril Snowdon published the 
Seaforth News here from in 1916 into the early 1930s. 

 The John Case family bought Strong’s Block in 
1907. In the 1920s, the south stores, and the second 
floor above, were used as a dance hall. Large 
chaperoned dances and private dance parties were 
held in the Case Hall. Part of the space was also used 

At left, Greig & McDonald’s Clothier store next to Jamieson’s Golden Lion store, in 
1900. Above, the interior of the Greig & McDonald store taken at the same time. 

Oscar Neil’s Oyster Restaurant and the Sun newspaper 
office. The building’s original architectural details are 
clear in this photograph taken in 1900. 
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for drill practice. The children’s demonstrations of 
their skills were a popular local entertainment. 
 In 1932, the Regent Theatre, with a seating 
capacity of 300, opened in the middle and south 
store spaces. Herb and Florence Sutherland of St. 
Marys had purchased the building; they were the 
owners of a chain of Huron County theatres. Movies 
such as “Rebecca” starring Olivier and Fontaine, 
“His Girl Friday” starring Grant and Russell, “The 
Singing Dude” in technicolor, Deanna Durbin’s 
“First Love” and “A Girl, A Guy, and a Gob” with 
Lucille Ball, played here into the late 1950s when 
dwindling audiences led to the theatre’s closure. In 
its heyday, two movies were shown every night 
except Sunday, as well as a Saturday matinee for 
kids. A ticket for the Saturday matinee cost 15¢,  
adults paid 65¢. The matinee movies were usually 
the same ones which entertained the adult audiences 
in the evening, there being no “restricted” or “adult 
only” movies shown in these days. 
 In the late 1940s and throughout the 1950s, the 
south store became the Carol Lyn dress shop run by 
Dolena McQuaid and Mrs. Walker Hart. The 
Toronto Dominion Bank was here briefly, while its 
new building was being constructed. Gordon 
Tyndall had his barbershop here in the late 1960s 
and 1970s. Later tenants, in the 1980s and 1990s, 
were Don’s Shoe Place and Weurth Shoes. 
 Lee Learn bought the block in May of 1959 and 
that fall began remodelling the building. Apartments 
replaced what had once been a dance hall in the 
upper floor. In 1960, Learn equipped a dairy room at 
the back of what was then Sid Pullman’s barbershop, 
to be used by The Maple Leaf Dairy.  

By the late 1960s, the McConnell Stewart Law 
Office occupied the north part of the building. 
Deloitte & Touche Accountants, the current 
occupants, were here by 1989. 

The Strong Block when it housed the Regent Theatre. Below, advertisements 
from the January 28, 1916 and July 24, 1940 issues of The Huron Expositor. 
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  From left: Huron Expositor, October 28, 1870; July 12, 1889; August 27, 1869; July 18, 1884. 
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Town Hall 
 

72  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1893-94 

eaforth Town Hall is a fine example 
of late 19th-century civic architec-
ture. The style is a simple version of 
Romanesque Revival, commonly 
used at the time for administration 

buildings. A key feature is the central tower 
projected out from the main part of the building. 
The front entrance, hidden beneath the gabled 
porch, has a tall round-arched opening. The round 
arch is echoed in the windows and window hoods, 
the original doorway opening to the fire hall, and in 
louvered windows at the top of the tower. Subtle 
detail was added to the red brick walls in the raised 
banding and decorative panels. 

The building originally housed the fire hall on the 
main floor, town offices on the second floor, and an 
auditorium with stage on the third. The Mechanics’ 
Institute also had a home in the Town Hall. 

A Huron Expositor article written May 4, 1894 had 
this to say about the new Town Hall:  

The building, not anything elaborate, is 
showy enough for a town of this size and 
it will be serviceable as if it cost three 
times the money. In fact, we are safe in 
saying the town has got good value for 
every dollar spent. The exterior of the 
building is very good, while the interior 
could not be better arranged for 
convenience and comfort, and it will 
supply the requirements of the town for a 
great many years to come. The rooms are 
large, airy and conveniently situated, and 
there is ample accommodation for every 
department of the town’s municipal 
machinery. 

An earlier Huron Expositor article of March 2, 1894 
remarked on the magnificent view to be had from 
the bell tower: “On a bright, clear day, Clinton can 
be seen with the naked eye, and the whole surround-
ing country is spread out below one like a map.” 

The original Town Hall was in the Market 
building at the intersection of Market and Jarvis 
streets. The Market House was a large two-storey 
frame structure built in 1866. It was used as town 
hall, fire hall, drill hall, council chamber, and market 
building with the town scales. To save money on 
rent, the town clerk’s office moved from Market 
House in February 1882. On August 23, 1891 the 
Market House burnt. Although arson was suspected 
and a $300 reward offered, it was never claimed. The 
unique position of the Market House in the 
intersection of the two roads was lost when the road 
was changed soon after, closing the Market Square 
part of Jarvis Street. 

In 1892, the citizens decided on a location for a 
new town hall, but heated debate continued over the 
type and cost of the building to build. A vote of the 
ratepayers taken in March 1893 decided for a three-
storey over a two-storey hall. Young & Causey of 
Stratford won out over local bidders and was 
awarded the contract in April, at an estimated cost 
of $8,250. The finished cost was closer to $10,000. 

Long before the Town Hall was built on this lot 
a number of small businesses flourished here. From 
the 1860s to 1872, Alonzo Strong owned the land 
and had a livery and sales stable well back on the lot. 
Thomas Bell took over the livery in 1872. Earlier in 
1871, Bell sold his furniture and cabinet stock to 
Messrs. Sparling & Scott. The August 3, 1873 Huron 
Expositor informed the public: “Messrs. Davidson & 

Campbell, of the Commercial Hotel, in company 
with Thomas Bell, have purchased from Armstrong 
of Brussels and Ross of Seaforth their stage business 
between Seaforth & Wroxeter.” By Septmeber 5th, it 
was reported that Bell had taken full control and by 
November had purchased land and planned to build 
a new livery stable. Plans soon changed, however, as 
by January 1874 Bell had resold the Seaforth-
Wroxeter stage line back to Armstrong. 

 In 1873, Alonzo Strong bought all the land 
adjoining the Commercial Hotel for $1,200. The 
Huron Expositor reported in their November 6, 1874 
issue: “Mr. Strong has completed his building 
opposite Market street, and one of the stores is 
already occupied by Messrs. Strong & Fairley, and 

f 

The Town Hall when newly built c. 1900 
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the other has been leased by a gunsmith 
and watchmaker.” Strong & Fairley had a 
grocery store.  

The Dominion Telegraph Company 
built a frame office to the south of 
Strong’s building in 1873. William Elliott 
was the agent in charge when the office 
opened for business in June 1873. A 
succession of barbers had shops in part of 
this building – John R. Wood in 1876, 
John Eades, in 1877-78, James Constable 
in 1879-80, James McMullen in 1882-83, 
and Joseph Klinkhammer in 1884. James 
Best, a Barrister, had law offices here from 
1886 to 1889. 

The grocery in the north part of 
Strong’s building was run by Matthew 
Morrison from 1876 to 1882; George 
Good was here, briefly, in 1884. Amandus 
and Thomas Beam, Butchers, had a shop 
in this space in 1885-86, becoming Beam 
& Archibald in 1887-88. Luke Beatty & 
Co. had a store in the south part in 1876-
77. Sydney Jacobs had a tinshop in this 
store 1878-79. Robert Willis had his shoe 
shop here in 1880; John Kidd Jr. had a 
business here in 1882; and, N.A. Glass ran 
a bakeshop here in 1883. James Burgess 
had the bakery and confectionery here 
from 1884 to 1890. W.G. Glen was the 
baker and restaurant owner here in 1892. 

Part of the telegraph office building 
was occupied by James Ward’s 
harnessmaking and saddlery shop in 1879-
80, and again from 1886-92. In the interim 
years, it was a butcher shop run first by 
Thomas James in 1882, then by R.A. 
Winter in 1883, and John Butt in 1884.  
The Huron Expositor of May 27, 1892 

reported that a fire in the frame buildings 
owned by Strong was caused by a hanging 
lamp in W.G. Glen’s restaurant. John 

Ward, Saddler, was the occupant of the second store 
and the C.P.R. Telegraph Office adjoined Glen’s 
restaurant. Alonzo Strong had died just months 
earlier, in February of 1892, so it was his widow who 
was left the task of rebuilding. She sold this lot, Lot 
19, to the Town of Seaforth.  

The small part of the lot between Strong’s Block 
and the Town Hall had remained vacant since the 
fire in 1892. Many years later, in 1955, a small 
building was added to the north end of the Town 
Hall, to house the police station. In 1957, the fire 
hall was converted to the town Clerk’s Office, 
Council Chambers and PUC office, and the front 
porch was removed. These renovations reportedly 
cost almost as much as the original building. The 
front porch, with wheelchair accessibility built in, 
was reconstructed in 1989. Further changes were 
made to the interior after Seaforth Town Hall 
became the hub of the amalgamated municipality of 
Huron East. The building now houses municipal 
offices, Council Chambers, and the Seaforth & Area 
Museum. 

Strong had an office in part of his frame buiding from 1876 to 1885; 
ads from Huron Expositor of February 9, 1877; September 14, 1877. 

In this photograph taken in 1914 you can see the original 
location of stairway leading to the second floor. 
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Commercial Hotel 
 

84 Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1895 

he lot on which the 
Commercial Hotel is built 
was held in trust, in the 
1860s, for the Gouinlock 
children. The trust was 

overseen by Dr. William Chalk, their grandfather, 
and when he died in 1868, by James Crombie. So, it 
was Dr. Chalk with whom Thomas Knox negotiated 
the land sale. Knox and his wife had kept a hotel at 
Seebach’s on the Huron Road, and later, had Knox’s 
Hotel in Harpurhey. They were now planning to 
move their hotel business to Seaforth. 
 When Thomas Knox bought this lot in 1866, he 
built a large brick hotel. A vault was built into the 
north part and, in the fall of 1866, the Royal 
Canadian Bank, the first bank in Seaforth, opened 
for business. M.P. Hayes was the bank manager. By 
1875, the bank had moved into the north part of the 
neighbouring Dominion Block. The bank in the 
hotel became a private bank in 1884, first operated 
by  S.G. McCaughey and William Logan, then by 
J.C. Smith, and later, Robert Logan, until 1897.  
Richard L. Sharp was the hotel keeper in the late 

1860s. He also ran the Commercial Livery and Stage 
office east of the hotel. Sharp’s Hall, a frame 
building, was built at the back of the hotel and 
served as a meeting hall and entertainment venue.  
On November 1, 1872,  The Huron Expositor 

reported a change of hotel ownership: “Thomas 
Knox of Knox’s Hotel has sold out to Mr. Davidson 
of Mitchell, and John Campbell of Seaforth.” On 
August 8, 1873 the public was informed that: 
“Messrs. Davidson & Campbell, of the Commercial 
Hotel, in company with Thos. Bell, have purchased 
from Armstrong of Brussels and Ross of Seaforth 

their stage business between Seaforth & Wroxeter.” 
The arrangement was short-lived; William Arm-
strong was again the stage operator by 1874. 
Davidson had showers and baths installed in the 

Sharp’s Hall in 1876, for use by guests and boarders 
at the hotel. A billiard room was added to the hotel 
and opened in early 1877. 
In 1874, the Seaforth town council fixed the 

hotel license fee at $55.  That same year, an over-
night stay in the Commercial Hotel, with supper and 
breakfast included, cost $1. Single meals were 25¢ 
and farmers, with two horses to stable, paid 35¢ for 
hay and dinner. An advertisement in the July 30, 
1874 Huron Expositor noted: “This house is the best 
in Seaforth for commercial travellers and farmers, as 

its accommodation is first class while the prices are 
as low as the cheapest hotels. The rooms are large, 
well furnished and perfectly clean, while the best 
attention is given to all who patronize the house. 
There is a large stabling in connection with the hotel 
and hostlers.” 
Alexander Davidson owned the hotel for four 

decades. He and John M. Campbell shared hotel-
keep duties throughout the 1870s and 1880s. In 
1889, Richard Roche was hotel manager, James C. 
Leary was the bartender, and James McGuffey was 
the bookkeeper. William Bishop replaced Roche as 
hotelkeeper in 1894.  
Fire destroyed the original hotel building on the 

night of April 17, 1895. Davidson immediately made 
arrangements to build the present cement block 
hotel at a cost of $7,450.00. On October 21, 1895, 

g 

The original Commercial Hotel was built by Thomas Knox 
in 1866. This photo was taken some time before 1893 
when the barbershop at the left of the picture was torn 
down to make way for the town hall. Joseph Klink-
hammer’s Palace Barber Shop may be the one pictured 
here. The hotel had a barbershop in it for many years. 

Huron Expositor,  August 27, 1869 
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the doors of the new Commercial Hotel were again 
open to serve the public. 
G.E. Henderson, who earlier had the hotel by the 

railway station, was the Commercial Hotel’s 
hotelkeeper, along with L.C. Delacey, from 1900 to 
1907. Alex McLennan then joined Delacey and he 
went on to become the hotel’s owner by 1919.  
By 1898, the north part of the hotel was used as a 

telegraph and express office. William Somerville was 
the operator for many years. In the winter of 1908, 
as later described in a London Free Press article:  

It may have been overwork, it may have 
been an all-gone-to-pieces feeling, or it 
may have been something else, that caused 
[Somerville] one day to decide that a 
desirable addition to the one-man office 
staff would be something in the nature of 
a real live, young man, country-bred.… He 
wanted someone to meet trains, and 
handle express of all kinds, incoming and 
outgoing; wanted somone to collect from 
the different places all the express parcels, 
packages and bundles to be sent... The 
newcomer would be expected to deliver 
telegrams and other kinds of messages 
throughout the town. It would also be his 
duty to look after the caring for the horse 
and express wagon.… In short, the 
thing needed was something akin to 
a human colt always ready for action 
at first tightening of the reins. 

The young man he hired was Malcolm 
McKellar. Mac took over the express part 
of the business in 1911 and  all telegraph 
office duties in 1914. A bicycle replaced 
horse and wagon, and Mac McKellar kept 
things moving, into the 1950s. 
 In 1921, Charles Dungey bought the 
hotel and was the hotelkeeper. Roy 
Dungey managed the hotel for a number 
of years starting in 1928. Sydney Dungey 
opened drycleaning business here in 1931 

and Roy ran a restaurant in the hotel starting in 
1946. In 1964, the Dungeys sold to John Chernes of 
Preston. Since then, ownership of the Commercial 
Hotel has changed, but the building has remained an 
important part of the town’s architectural heritage. 

The Commercial Hotel as pictured in A Souvenir of Seaforth published in 
1900. You can clearly see the horizontal bands linking the window 
arches and sills of each storey. Pilasters mark off four sections vertically 
across the facade. Note that there are four separate entrances. Ads, 
from top right: Huron Expositor, February 20, 1891; Seaforth Sun, June 
8, 1883; Huron Expositor, March 11, 1898. 
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Dominion Block 
 

90 – 94   Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1874 

efore the Dominion Block 
was built, there was a two-
store building here. In 1864, 
Christopher and Frank 
Paltridge had their photo-

graph gallery in one part. William Rolls had a 
drugstore and his home in the other part. George 
and William McPhillips, Provincial Land Surveyors, 
built their home south of this store. When it was 
advertised for sael in1873, it was listed as “a 
handsome private residence.” 
 In April 1874, William Elliott and Alex Armitage 
bought this lot and the lot to the east. On the 
Victoria Street lot they built a house for the Bank of 
Commerce managers. This house later became 
Seaforth’s first hospital. 

On Main Street, Elliott and Armitage had the 
Dominion Block built, also in 1874. The November 
6, 1874 Huron Expositor reported on the building’s 
progress: “The brick work on the large building 
being erected by Messrs. Elliott & Armitage, on the 
McPhillips property, is now completed. Mr. Copp, 
of Kippen, the contractor, has made an excellent 
job, and has finished his contract in good time. Mr. 
Copp is a good workman and a reliable man, and the 
proprietors were fortunate in placing the work into 
his hands. This building will be a very important 
addition, as well as an ornament, to the town, and 
we trust it will prove a remunerative and profitable 
speculation to the enterprising gentlemen who have 
invested their means in it. Mr. Walsh has the 
contract for the carpenter work on this building and 
also on the Oddfellows’ hall and store.” 

When the Dominion Block was completed, what    
was then the Royal Canadian Bank, moved into  the  

 north of the three stores and was here until the 
Bank of Commerce building was built in 1905.  

Joseph Brownell had a grocery store in the 
second store. William Elliott had a bookstore 
and a telegraph office in the third part. On 
March 3, 1875 The Huron Expositor noted: 
“Dominion Book Store – Mr. Wm. Elliott has 
opened a new Book & Stationery Store in the 
Dominion Block, south of the Commercial 
Hotel. He has a first-class stock of new goods, 
and will sell cheap. See advertisement next 
week.” Also, in the same issue: “New Grocery – 
Mr. Joseph Brownell is opening up a choice 
stock of family groceries in the Dominion Block, 

U 

The Dominion Block as shown in Seaforth Biographical & 
Historical, a 1902 souvenir edition of The Seaforth Sun. 
Occupants of the building are the Bank of Commerce, 
Charles Wilson’s Lunch Room and Edward Dawson’s 
Liquor Store. The advertisements at left are from The 
Huron Expositor, August 13, 1869 and February 9, 1877. 
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nearly opposite the post office, and will be ready for 
business tomorrow. His advertisement will appear 
next week.” Brownell had his grocery here until 
1882. Elliott’s bookstore was replaced by Charles 
Papst’s stationery store in 1877 and then by Beattie 
& Gouinlock’s Salt Association offices from 1879-
82, and Alex Armitage’s office above from 1879-85.  

For the next 25 years the south store was a liquor 
store first run by John W. Carroll in 1884, then by 
Edward Dawson from 1888 to 1908.  

When the Bank  moved out, the Kruse brothers 
owned the lot and building, and had a butcher shop 
in the north store from 1905 to 1907. John Beattie 
was the next long-term tenant of this store. He was 
the owner of the block by 1909 and had a dry goods 
and variety store here until 1935. 

Fred G. Neelin ran the 
Customs Office in the middle 
store for a few years starting in 
1909. By 1914, John Rankin had 
his conveyancing and insur-
ance business here which was 
taken over by Frank Rankin in 
1922 when John Rankin died. 
John J. Huggard, a barrister, 
had law offices here for 12 
years from 1923-35.  

John Bach moved his 
electric goods, machinery and 
implement repair business into 
the block in 1935. He had the 
north and middle store at this 
time. The south store was still 
a shoe and harness repair shop, 
at this time run by Ray 
Cartwright. Hugh Thompson 
took this over in 1937. By 
1945, Bach owned the Block 
and occupied all three stores 
into the late 1960s.  

The building is in the Italianate style. 
In the earlier c.1900 photograph, the 
polychrome brickwork is distinctly visible 
making the window bays stand out. Also 
of note is the wrought-iron cresting along 
the roof line. There are six window bays of 
varying width divided by projecting brick 
piers and surmounted by a highly decora-
tive projecting wood parapet, visible in the 
later photograph at upper right. The 
original storefronts are also clearly shown 
in both photographs. It appears that by 
the time the c.1915 photograph was taken, 
the entire block had been painted. The 
semi-circular piece in the storefront 
cornice sets the entrance to the second-
floor apartments apart. 

In the Dominion Block c.1915 were Beattie’s Fair in the north store, here from 1908 
to 1935 when Beattie opened his 5¢ to $1 store in the Cardno Block. John Rankin’s 
insurance office and Russell Sproat & Co.’s flour and feed shop. Beattie and Rankin 
were longtime occupants, but the tenants in the south store changed every few 
years until 1925 when Fred Barlow opened his shoe repair shop.  

John Rankin discusses an investment or insurance policy with a 
client, c. 1915. Rankin died in 1922 and, about four years later, his 
widow married the lawyer, J.J. Huggard, who took over the Rankin 
agency. In 1936, Huggard absconded with $70,000 in bonds 
representing the life savings of several area residents. He later 
surrendered to police and served time in jail. 

 

James Stewart had his Oyster Bay restaurant in the 
middle store from 1888-90. The advertisement is 
from The Seaforth Sun, February 28, 1890.  
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Seaforth Printers Building 
 

96  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1932 

r. Simon Lubelski, Surgeon 
Chiropodist, opened an office 
in the north part of Marvin 
Pillman’s tailor shop in 1869. 
To the south, in another 

attached building, was Lubelski’s Beauty Salon. In it 
were hot and cold shower baths. As indicated in the 
advertisement of April 14, 1870, Marvin Pillman 
took over management of the baths and, it appears, 
moved his tailoring business into the salon. Pillman, 
along with his brother, Frank, owned this lot by 
1874. Marvin Pillman had his tailoring shop here 
until 1890. 
 Pillman & Co., Carriagemakers, 
established a carriage works on the south 
part of the lot in 1874. They had a large two-
storey frame building with a showroom on 
the main floor. The painting and trimming 
was done on the upper floor. At the rear 
were the blacksmithing and woodworking 
shops. Pillman & Co. made buggies and 
carriages that ranged in price from $90 to 
$200. They regularly employed about 10 
men. Pillman & Co.  were in business here 
until 1887 when they moved to Goderich 
Street just east of Main. The John Smiths, 
Sr. and Jr., also wagonmakers, took over the 
site. By 1894, James Beattie, a grain buyer 
who now owned the lot, had an office in a 
building on the south part. Smith continued 
to make wagons at this location until 1903. 
 After Marvin Pillman retired from 
tailoring in 1890 at age 70, the building 
which housed his shop was used as a home. 
By 1914, this building was no longer there. 

James Hays and William Chapman, both 
stonecutters, had a marble-works on the north part 
of the lot where they made tombstones. Their shop 
is just visible, to the south, in the c.1915 photograph 
of the Dominon Block.  

The frame building on the south part of the lot 
was a laundry by 1923, operated first by W.H. Lee, 
then Tung Him, and finally by Wing Wong until 
1934. Infected clothing at “John’s” Chinese Laundry 
was blamed for a smallpox scare in the early 1900s. 

In 1932, the Snowdon brothers bought the north 
part of the lot and built the existing building to 

W 

Advertisements, clockwise from the top: Seaforth Sun, October 31, 
1884; Huron Expositor, October 21, 1870; Expositor, August 13, 1869. 
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house their printing office. Here they published The 
Seaforth News.  

The Seaforth Printers building is an unusual 
single-storey concrete structure with a decorative 
boomtown front façade. The side elevation to the 
south is undistinguished. 

The laundry building was used at this time as a 
meeting place for the Senior Men’s Euchre Club. 
Instigated by J.M. Govenlock in 1935, the club met 
here until the early 1950s. In November of 1963 the 
building was bought by the Boy Scouts and moved 
to Egmondville where it was torn down in 1964. 

 

The advertisement at left is from The Huron Expositor, December 31, 1886. 
The above ad is from the May 6, 1881 issue. 
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John Gallop Building 
 

100  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1928 

ong before Gallop had this 
building built in 1928, Thomas 
Bell bought the lot from Franz 
Meyer in November 23, 1873.  
The Huron Expositor reported: 

Mr. Thos. Bell has purchased from Mr. F. Meyer, 
the corner lot on Main Street opposite McIntosh & 
Morrison’s carriage factory and intends erecting on it 
next spring a dwelling house and livery stable.” Bell 
did build a livery on the back of the lot and, nearer 
to Main Street, a large frame building where he kept 
his carriages. Bell’s home was north of this building.  
 David McNaught was the property owner in 
1875. Goerge Whiteley was the livery man. It was 
Arthur Forbes who bought the Commercial Livery 
from Whiteley in 1876. 
 In 1878 to 1882, a building on part of the north 
half of the lot was used as the 
Fireman’s Hall. Forbes owned the 
building by 1883 when it ceased 
to be the Firemen’s Hall. Forbes 
owned the entire lot by 1890 and 
continued to operate the livery 
stables throughout the 1880s. 
William Hunter worked for 
Forbes as a hostler in 1888. From 
1895 to 1900, W.M Ward had a 
saddlery shop on the north part 
of this lot. Forbes owned the 
livery until 1904, but Thomas 
Levey was the livery man in 1899-
1902 and, Wilfred and Gilbert 
Morrow, young men of 23 and 21 
at the time, took over in 1903 and 
were the owners by 1904.  

 The livery stable was burned on May 18, 1915. 
Arthur D. Strong of Galt was the property owner at 
the time. Little was done for many years with the 
building which remained on the lot until, in 1928, 
John Gallop bought the lot and had the existing 
building built. Gallop started as an Implement Agent 
but later had a garage, machine shop and car sales 
shop in his new building. In 1931, there were two 
gas tanks and pumps here. The tax assessment 
records for 1933 indicate that Mrs. Gallop, John’s 
mother, ran the pumps. 
 In 1944, Kenneth Campbell bought the property 
and opened his Electric & Welding business. At the 
end of the decade, Campbell sold to Scott Habkirk 
who used the building and land for bus storage and 
maintenance. Habkirk Buses, later Habkirk Transit, 
was here until the early 1980s. 

The John Gallop building is a one-storey 
structure of grey textured block with red mortar. 
The roof is pitched but hidden by its boomtown, or 
corbie-stepped, gable end. The stepped gable end is 
the distinctive architectural feature of this building. 
 

_ 
Advertisements, above: an early 1890s Queen’s Hotel 
register; below, The Huron Expositor, February 9, 1877. 

Ken Smith Pools was in business in the Gallop Building in the early 1990s. The 
photograph clearly shows the boomtown or corbie-stepped roof.  
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Carnegie Public Library 
 

108  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1912-13 

he design of Seaforth’s 
Carnegie Public Library has 
elements in common with 
other Carnegie libraries: a 
classical style, which includ-

ed an exposed basement, a centrally located main 
entrance, a classically columned portico, and a 
symmetrical arrangement of windows. The style is 
primarily based on Beaux-Artes ideas of symmetry 
and design used for civic buildings like town halls, 
post offices and banks in Ontario from the 1880s. 
Although the exterior designs of Carnegie libraries 
were not dictated by condition of the grant, most 
architects followed the classical style. 

Between 1901 and 1923, a total of 125 Carnegie 
libraries were built in Canada, 111 of them in Ontario. 
On April 1912, Seaforth received promise of a grant 
from the Carnegie Foundation. Seaforth Library was 

built with $10,000 of grant money the town had 
received from the Carnegie Foundation. James 
Bertram, who oversaw the Andrew Carnegie 
Foundation grants program, had a personal tie to 
Seaforth; his wife, Janet Ewing, was a native of 
Seaforth. (Bertram and his wife are buried in the 
Maitlandbank Cemetery.) 

John Finlayson was hired as the architect-builder. 
He waived his fee so the town was able to purchase 
the lot at the corner of Main and George Streets. 
Harry (or Henry) Edge, who lived in what is now the 
Lavoie House, began work on the building in 1912. 

Libraries in Ontario evolved, in the 1850s, from 
subscription or Mechanics’ Institute libraries. 

Seaforth Mechanics’ Institute and 
Library Association was incorporated in 
1869, having moved to Seaforth from 
Harpurhey. It had a membership of 
200. From 1878 on, the Mechanics’ 
Institute provided books and a reading 
room, with billiards and games at the 
back of the reading room. Few small 
town libraries had permanent facilities 
at this time. Seaforth’s Mechanics 
Institute was located above Thomas 
Kidd’s south store at the corner of 
Main and Market Streets.  

After the Free Libraries Act was 
passed in 1882, the name was changed 
from the Mechanics’ Institute Library 
to the Seaforth Public Library. In 1894, 

the library moved to a room on the second floor of 
the newly completed Town Hall. 

William F. Luxton, who was for a short time 
between 1869-70 the publisher of the Seaforth 

Expositor, was the librarian for the Mechanics’ 
Institute and Library Association. William Moore 
followed Luxton as librarian and held office for 
many years. The next librarian, John Thompson, 
died at age 30 of typhoid. On September 17, 1907, 
his sister, Greta Thompson, who had assisted him, 
took his place. She continued in the job for the next 
50 years. 

In 1967, the Seaforth Public Library joined the 
Huron County Library which serves all 
municipalities in Huron County from 11 main 
branch libraries. Seaforth Public Library is a major 
reference centre popular with local history and 
genealogy researchers.  

Renovations were made to the building in 1984, 
and again in 1995, modernizing it and adding 
wheelchair accessibility. Today, the library has a 
Friday morning story hour for children, a noon and  
an evening book club, free  internet access and 
training, and a cyber-camp for kids provided 
through the Community Access Program. 

Long before the library was built on this lot, 
James R. Ross had his Dominion Hotel here in the 
late 1860s and early 1870s. Thomas Sephens owned 

g 

The ivy-covered façade of Seaforth Carnegie Library. 

The library once had a tennis court on the side lawn. When 
this photo was taken in 1918, the Main Street was bricked. 
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the entire lot in 1870 and retained ownership of part 
of the lot until 1876. Thomas Sharp had a livery on 
part of the lot in 1869, but in January 1870, The 
Huron Expositor reported that Ross had opened a 
new livery stable in connection with the hotel. In 
1871, he expanded business to include a new line of 
stages. Later that year in October, Ross moved his 
hotel and stage business further south on Main 
Street east, near the station, property formerly 
occupied by Matthew Robertson’s cabinetmaking 
business. Tax assessment records show that Ross 
was still the hotel keeper at the Dominon Hotel 
from 1871-74 and became the owner of the property 
in 1874. 

Franz A. Meyer owned a blacksmith shop on the 
south part of the lot and John Murray was the tenant 
blacksmith here in the 1860s. John Smith and 
William Grassie, both wagonmakers, worked here in 
1867 and 1868 respectively. 

By 1875, Robert Hays was the property owner 
and hotelkeeper. But by 1877, Thomas Hays was the 
owner and John W. Carroll the hotelkeeper. Carroll 
worked in this capacity until 1887, becoming the 
owner of the hotel in 1884. 

Joseph Bell assumed ownership of the hotel and 
became the hotelkeeper in 1888. Henry Abell was 
employed as hosteler and Levi Strong as bartender. 
Bell sold the hotel to James Dick in 1892. There 
were four different hotelkeepers in the 1890s, but 
James Dick was here the longest, from 1892 to 1897.  

One very cold February night in 1899, the hotel 
was destroyed by fire. Jacob Kling was the hotel’s 
manager at the time.  

On the southwest corner of the lot, Alex M. 
Campbell had his implement shop and office from 
1876 to 1899. After the fire, this part of the lot 
became hotel property. James Dick continued to 
own the property until 1909 and is listed as a tenant, 
but he did not rebuild the hotel.  

Frank Allen, a horsebuyer from Goderich, later 
owned the lot. He sold the property in April 1912 to 
the Library Board. That year A.P. Joynt bought the 
barn and other buildings on the lot and had them 
removed. 

Advertisements from The Huron Expositor, March 25, 1870 and 
January 24, 1873. 
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Houghton’s Hotel 
 

126  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  c. 1870 

eorge A. Houghton was one of 
nine innkeepers granted a tavern 
license in March 1871. At that time 
he was innkeeper of the hotel next 
door. By 1881, Houghton ran 
Houghton’s Hotel across the 

street, and owned the lot. Before Houghton, 
Sutherland’s County of Huron Gazetteer and General 
Directory for 1869-70 notes that this was one of seven 
hotels and was called Lloyd’s Hotel. Peter McGregor 
of Brucefield bought it in November 1884 and used 
the adjoining stables as a horse-sales stable.  
 In 1885, part of the hotel property was converted 
into a roller skating rink. The rink soon became the 
Seaforth Curling and Skating Rink, in December 
1886, and remained so until 1906.  
 The W.A. Willis Shoe Company opened here in 
1906, with Harry Willis as the manager. In 
September 1907, Willis had the large frame building 
behind his west Main Street store moved to this 
property. He manufactured leggings here as well as 
children’s shoes.  
 In March 1909, the Anderson Taylor Company 
opened a clothing factory here with W.E. Southgate 
as manager. By 1914, it was W.E. Sanford & Co., 
Manufacturers, but D.C. Taylor and George 
Anderson still owned the property until 1922. The 
factory was in business here until the late 1920s. 
 In November 1930, the clothing factory was 
became a furniture factory. George Hanley of Strat-
ford managed Avon Chest Ltd., Chest Manufac-
turers. They made cedar chests here for four years. 
John Boshart and Sons Ltd. took over and began 
making a wider range of furniture such as dining 
suites, bedroom suites and bookcases.  

 After a fire on November 17, 1945, the white 
brick building was repaired and enlarged.  In 1945, 
there were 56 people employed at Boshart & Sons 
Ltd. When they started manufacturing furniture here 
in 1930, the wages paid were 15¢ to 20¢ an hour. 

 Boshart Furniture was still here in 1965, but by 
1974 Canadian Tire, with Fred Tilley as manager, 
had moved from their store north on the west side 
of Main Street to this location. The Canadian Tire 
store was here into the late 1980s. Bethel Bible 
Church is the current tenant and owner.  

The property to the north of Houghton’s Hotel 
was owned by David McCulloch in the 1860s. The 
frame building here housed two families at the time. 
John Kyle bought the property in 1875 and used it 
as a grocery store until 1886. In 1887, Richard Clark 
bought the lot and continued to run a grocery  here.Z 

This photograph was taken between 1894 and 1899. It shows the buildings on the east side of Main Street 
north from the railway tracks. The large building to the north of the Grip House (right foreground) is the 
Curling Rink. The frame building next door is Richard Clark’s home and grocery store. James and John Nevills’ 
marble works was next, and next to that, with the horse sign marking its spot, is Dr. Campbell’s veterinary 
clinic. Arthur Forbes had his livery and John Smith had a wagonmaking shop next to the north. Between the 
Smith’s shop and the Dominion Block was a house which earlier had been Marvin Pillman’s tailor shop.  
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He lived in the house part of the building for a number of years 
then rented to various tenants. Margaret Clark assumed ownership 
of the property and continued to operate a grocery store here 
throughout the 1930s. The building was empty when it was burned 
on August 12, 1939. The property was then sold to Boshart. 

The property to the north of the hotel was occupied for many 
years by a marble works where tombstones and monuments were 
made. In the 1870s, Calder Bros. Marble Works was housed in a 
frame building on the lot. Henry Messett took over in 1874. David 
Grant succeeded him in 1887. M.L. Messett continued as owner 
until  he sold to W.M. Gray in 1891. John Neville, a stonecutter, 
was the business owner. James Neville became the business and 
property owner in 1894. Neville was in business here until 1909 
when James Hays, also a stonecutter, took over and William 
Thompson bought the property. 

 

This is part of a stereoscope photograph taken between 1887 and 1890. The sign over the boardwalk in 
foreground right reads “M.L. Messett” and marks the monument works owned by Messett and operated by 
David Grant.  

Seaforth Marble Works, 
J. Nevills, Proprietor, as 
pictured in the Souvenir  
of Seaforth, 1900. At 
left, an ad from the 
Seaforth Sun of March 
18, 1887. 
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Grip House 
 

138  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  Hotel - early 1860s, Existing Building - 1968 

he Grip House is the last 
name given to the hotel 
built on this lot some time 
in the 1860s. William 
Lancaster was the innkeeper 

here in 1867. E.P. Houghton, and then George 
Houghton, are listed in tax assessment records as the 
hotel keepers here in 1868 and 1871. According to 
Isabelle Campbell’s history, Houghton kept his own 
hotel next door, on the corner to the north.  
 Duncan D. Rose took over management of the 
hotel in 1872-76. The Huron Expositor of February 19, 
1874 reported: “Town Council - The hotel License 
was fixed at $55, and shop license at $85. A by-law 
was passed requiring applicants for liquor licenses to 
give security to the extent of $100 each, and two 
sureties of $25 each.” Rose is not listed among those 
who purchased a hotel liquor license in 1874. Rose 
opened a grocery store when he left the hotel. 
 John Brigham was the innkeeper in 1877 but was 
replaced by Richard L. Sharp the next year. Sharp 
had previously managed the Commercial Hotel. 
Under his management the hotel by the railway 
tracks was known as Sharp’s Hotel. Sharp operated 
the hotel until 1883 and is listed among those who 
received tavern liquor licenses May 3, 1883. 
 The next longterm hotelkeeper here, who also 
lent his name to the hotel, was H.P. Kennedy. From 
1883 to 1890, the hotel was well known as Kennedy 
Hotel. William F. Flannagan succeeded him and was 
the hotel’s proprietor until 1895. 
 Dr. T.T. Coleman was the property owner until 
1896. Mrs. John Lynch purchased it from the 
Coleman Estate and made improvements to the 
hotel. The hotel was a frame building in the early 

1860s. Mrs. Lynch had a white brick veneer put on 
the exterior. 
 G.E. Henderson was Mrs. Lynch’s hotelkeeper 
until 1900 when William and James Hunter took 
over. In 1903, Jonathan Miller of Benmiller assumed  
hotelkeeping duties for the next two years. There 
were five other hotelkeepers here in the 1900s – 
William Hamilton, J.J. FitzPatrick, H. Carnochan, 
and Frances Carlin.  
 In 1913, the Grip House ceased to be a hotel and 
became a factory, the W.J. Duncan Legging and 
Shoe Factory. Behind the building Frank Allen 
operated a horse-trading business which became 
Cudmores stables in 1924 after Allen’s death. 
 Duncan’s Shoe Factory became Seaforth Shoes 
Ltd., with Fred Peel as Manager, in 1950. Boshart & 
Sons used the Crombie Street part of the lot for  

 
 
 

lumber storage. Seaforth 
Shoes vacated the building in 
1958 and since then it was 
used as a storage facility. 
Topnotch Feeds Ltd. bought 
the property from the Town 
of Seaforth in September 
1965. The old Grip House 
part of the building was 
demolished and the newer part 
was remodelled into a modern 
office for the Topnotch Feeds 
company. The Huron 
Business Centre moved into 
the building in the early 1990s. 

g 

Grip House in the early 1904 or 1905 when William 
Hamilton was the hotelkeeper.  

This photograph of the 1914 Old Boys Reunion parade shows the Grip House in the 
background at left. By then it was Duncan’s Legging & Shoe Factory. 
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Advertisement from The Huron Expositor July 24, 1940. 
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Mansion House & Carmichael Block 
 

1 - 7  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  Hotel 1877  Store Block 1878 

obert Carmichael was born 
in Scotland and came to 
Canada at a young age, 
settling first in Montreal, 
afterwards removing to 

London and then to Exeter. While living in Exeter, 
he ran the Francistown Hotel. Carmichael moved to  
Seaforth in the spring of 1860 and purchased the 
property on the southwest corner of Main and 
Goderich Streets then known as the McKernan 
hotel property. He replaced McKernan’s log tavern 

with a frame hotel and conducted this hotel for 
several years. In the spring of 1869, Carmichael 
replaced the frame hotel with a fine brick building 
he called the Mansion House. 
 The April 8, 1870 Huron Expositor described the 
new Mansion House as an imposing structure of 
three storeys with a full basement and a slate roof. 
Over each of the main entrances was a very hand- 
some portico supported by iron columns. A portion 
of the ground flat was set aside for two stores, one 
already occupied by Fred Veal, for a grocery and 

liquor business. The 
kitchen was in the 
basement and was 
“fitted up with all the 
latest improvements 
for facilitating the 
performance of the 
labour peculiar to this 
department of an ex-
tensive hotel.” The 
northeast corner of the 
main floor was the 
barroom. A spacious 
hall opened up from 
the Main Street en-
trance from which lead 
up, and open off, the 
public stairway, two 
sitting rooms, bar-
room, office, and the 
commodious dining 
room. The second 
storey had “a number 
of pleasant parlors, 16 

airy bedrooms, and wash, bath, and water closets.” 
The third floor had many sitting rooms with 
bedrooms attached; “otherwise it is partitioned off 
into 23 bedrooms.” Carmichael spent between 
$12,000 and $15,000. 
 A November 18, 1898 Expositor article reporting 
on Carmichael’s death noted: “In the earlier days of 
the town, when Seaforth was the principal grain 
market for the whole country for fifty miles to the 
north and south of it, Carmichael’s hotel was one of 
the most popular hostelries for the farmers when 
they came to market their produce.” Carmichael is 
described as “a thorough Scot, an ardent admirer of 
Burns, and an excellent singer of Scottish songs. It 
has been said of him that he could sing Scotch songs 
from dark to daylight and never repeat the same 
ones.” Perhaps Carmichael’s “off-handed, genial 
manner” made the Mansion House a popular, and 
prosperous, stopping place.  
The original hotel was destroyed in the “Terrible 

Conflagration” of 1876 in which 40 houses and 
business places burned. The fire started on the east 
side of Main Street but quickly got out of control 
and spread to the west side. “The Shop occupied by 
Mr. Coventry was the first to catch on this side, and 
the fire ran through the building as if it had been 
tinder. The [fire] engine was immediately got to play 
on the buildings between Mr. Coventry’s shop and 
the Mansion Hotel, but fire spread so rapidly and 
the heat became so fearfully intense, that the hose 
men were forced to withdraw… At last the Mansion 
Hotel building, the most costly and beautiful edifice 
in town, was on fire, and the entire town seemed 
destined for destruction.” Carmichael’s loss was the 
greatest; his hotel building, the adjoining block of 
frame buildings, the hotel stock and furniture, were 
valued at $27,700. He had no insurance.  
 Undaunted by this major setback, Carmichael 
“fitted up a building in rear of his former premises” 
and planned to rebuild in the spring. He built the 
present brick block with adjoining stores in 1877-78. 
 At the time of the fire, the two stores in the hotel 

e 

West Main Street, 1871, from the Mansion House south. Luke Beatty & Co. had a store in part 
of the hotel. The sign for J. Cavanagh’s bakery marks his spot a little further south. In 1870, 
an ad in The Huron Expositor announced that Cavanagh had opened a “New Bakery and 
Confectionery in the premises lately occupied by Carmichael’s Hotel, one door south of Mr. F. 
Veal’s Grocery Store.” Cavanagh sold to Mr. Alex Cardno in September of 1871. 
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were occupied by James Jamieson’s shoe shop and 
John Edy’s harness shop. When the new hotel was 
built, there were two stores in the adjoining section 
to the south, but no stores in the hotel itself. The 
stores remained vacant at first. William Carmichael 
had a billiard room in the hotel in 1878. Graham 
Williamson had a bakery in the first store in 1879-80.   
In 1881, Carmichael retired and hired James Weir  

as hotelkeeper. By 1885, Weir co-owned the 
property with Carmichael and the name was changed 
to the Royal Hotel. William Pinkney was the 
hotelkeeper for a couple of years and then Weir 
resumed the role. Weir became the sole owner of the 
property in 1887. D.T. Pinkney was hotelkeeper for 
a number of years starting in 1903. By 1914, Lorne 
Weir was the manager. The Royal Hotel remained in 
the Weir family until 1918. 
Henry Edge was the hotel’s owner by 1920. His 

“Big Hardware Store” occupied the lower part of the 
hotel in the early 1920s. George Ferguson took over 
this store in 1925. At this time, John F. Daly had a 
garage on the west part of the lot.  

John Best had law offices in 
second-floor rooms of the hotel 
building from 1927-35. Elmer D. 
Bell, Barrister, took over Best’s 
offices in 1935. Keith McLean, 
Barrister, took over from Bell in 
1940. 
In the 1940s, Edmund Daly 

had a radio repair and storage 
space on the Goderich Street side. 
He was also a co-owner now, 
along with Henry Edge. Starting in 
1938, Frank Kling worked as a 
tinsmith in George Ferguson’s 
hardware store. After Edge’s death 
in 1944, Walter Willis became a 
co-owner of the property. Orville 
Oke opened a pool room in part of 
the hotel in 1948. The pool room 
was here throughout the 1950s and 
1960s, and its management passed to Jack Webb, 
Norman Greenslade, and Russell Broderick. Orville 
Oke was the owner of the hotel in the 1950s. 
Herbert Staffen’s Plumbing business replaced 

Ferguson’s hardware in 1949. John F. Daly’s Garage 
and Auto Sales was still on the Goderich Street side 
at this time, by 1954 under Edmund’s Daly’s 
management. In 1951, Harold Whyte & Son opened 
a butcher shop on the Goderich Street side and were 

in business here into the late 1960s. David Tremeer 
also had a barbershop in part of the hotel building 
by 1966, at the 3 Main Street South store, and was in 
business here until 1984. Broderick’s Billiard Hall 
occupied the 1 Main Street South store. 
In the late 1860s, two of the frame stores south 

of what was then Carmichael’s frame hotel were 
occupied by Frederick Veal, a 27-year-old grocer 
who also sold liquor, and by Thomas Meares, a 31-
year-old merchant. John Braidwood’s dry goods 
store occupied Meares’ old stand by the end of 1868.  
Carmichael’s first Mansion House, built in 1869, 

had two stores located in the south part. Luke Beatty 
& Co. occupied the first store from 1870 to 1876.  
Frederick Veal had the southernmost store from 
1870-76.  
John Cavanagh started a bakery in the frame 

building just south of the Mansion House in 1870, 
but was soon replaced by a new baker each year after 
– first by Alex Cardno, then John Rumley, and 
finally by Patrick Megary who was the tenant from 
1873-76. Next, south of the bakery at the time of the 

Advertisements from The Huron Expositor, December 2, 
1904 and  March 10, 1893. 

The Royal Hotel as pictured in Souvenir of Seaforth published in 1900. James 
Weir was the hotelkeeper at the time. W.J. Clark occupied the first store to the 
south. W.E. and Samuel Hinchley had the second store. 
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fire, was John Passmore’s grocery.  As noted, James 
Jamieson’s Shoe Shop and John Edy’s harness shop 
were also located in Carmichael’s adjoining block of 
frame buildings destroyed in the fire.  
Carmichael rebuilt the Mansion House in 1877 

and the adjoining two-store block in 1878, but the 
land to the south remained vacant for many years. In 
1878 -79, Abell & Brownell, who had a drayage busi-
ness, leased part of the vacant land. 
Store No. 1 was occupied in 1880-81 by Graham 

Williamson’s bakery. He was succeeded by Roderick 
McLennan in 1883. O.J. Clark had a grocery here in 
1884-86. It was again a bakery in 1889-91, run by 
Walter Ingram and W.J. Clark. Clark continued on in 
the baking business until 1899. 
Store No. 2 was vacant for the first few years. 

William N. Watson, a general insurance and a sewing 
machine sales agent, had an office here from 1883 to 
1887. It then became a seed store, first run by Hugh 
Grieve in 1888 and then by Edward Hinchley from 
1890-98. It was called Hinchley & Lamb in 1893.  As 

The Huron Expositor reported 
on October 10, 1895: 
“Lamb & Hinchley 
disposed of their seed 
business to Robert Scott.” 
And, on January 28, 1896: 
“Mr. Sam Hinchley intends 
opening up a seed and 
implement em-porium in 
the store recently vacated by 
Messrs. Hinchley & Lamb. 
Mr. Edward Hinchley will 
be in charge.” 
In 1902, William A. 

Crich opened a bakery in 
Store No. 1.  Crich’s 
Restaurant and Bakery were 
still in business here in 1975. 
In an article in the April 12, 
1929 issue of The Huron 

Expositor, Crich’s is described as “one 
of the largest bakeries in Western 
Ontario, in fact the third largest 
between Toronto and Lake Huron.” 
In the course of regular business the 
bakery consumed “one car of flour a 
month, 510 bags, costing $1,750 a 
car.” The bakery was equipped with 
the most modern machinery and was, 
at the time, installing a bread 
wrapping machine. On the ground 
floor of the store were the ovens, 
bread and cake racks, storage, packing 
and shipping rooms while the top 
floor was used for flour storage and 
mixing. The daily output of bread was 
1500 to 1800 loaves, and on Saturday 
2500 loaves. Ten men were employed 
in the bakery and in delivery of the 
goods. There were three delivery 
trucks, each with their own route. 

The interior of Crich’s bakery in 1914. The woman is Belle Cummings and 
the two men are W.A. Crich and Tom McRae. 

At left, the 1924 Old Boys Reunion Parade passing Henry Edge’s Big Hardware Store in 
the Royal Hotel Block. Advertisements, The Huron Expositor, February 21, 1879; Seaforth 
Sun, February 28, 1890. 
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“One truck makes daily trips to Winthrop, Walton, 
Blyth, Belgrave and Londesboro. A second goes to 
Saltford, Loyal, St. Augustine, Auburn, Carlow, Nile 
and Benmiller. The third truck makes two trips a 
day; in the morning to Dublin, Staffa, Brodhagen 
and Beechwood, and in the afternoon to Brucefield, 
Kippen, Hills Green, Zurich, Drysdale, Blake, 

Bayfield and Varna. Each truck has a carrying 
capacity of 600 loaves, besides which are carried 
cakes and other confections.” A fourth truck was 
used for short and emergency trips and a wagon was 
used to make deliveries in town. Night bakers were 
employed to make all the bread while three bakers 
working in the day made all the cakes and other 

goodies.  
On September 7, 1907, 

Edward Cady and a Mr. Dill 
opened the Star Theatre in 
William A. Crich’s south store, 
Store No. 2 in the Carmichael 
Block. It was the silent movie 
era and an old phonograph 
provided scratchy music. As 
the Expositor of October 4, 
1907 said: “The admission is 
only five cents and we are sure 
we do not know of any way in 
which a person can get so 
much instruction and amuse-
ment combined with so little 
money.” The pictures were 
changed twice a week, on 
Mondays and Thursdays.  
In May 1908, John 

McKenzie and Oscar Sproat 
purchased the Star Moving 
Picture Theatre from Cady. 
The May 15, 1908 Expositor 

described them as “both bright, clever young men, 
popular with the public generally and should do a 
good business.” From 1908  until he retired in 1932, 
John McKenzie ran the Princess Theatre. By this 
time, although the movies were still silent, Mrs. 
W.H. Bullard and other pianists provided live music. 
Jim Thompson sold tickets.  
Movies were booked in advance, but the subject 

of the picture was not known until it arrived and was 
shown. “During the week of March 12, 1911, Mr. 
McKenzie showed ‘The Cowboy Girls,’ a big feature 

picture full of dash, vitality and go, as the 
advertisement of that date said. This was the first 
time the management knew in advance the title of 
the picture they were about to show.” The Princess 
Theatre held the record for the longest picture run 
for “Abie’s Irish Rose.” It ran for nine days with 
matinees. 
 The November 27, 1931 Huron Expositor 

announced the closure of the Princess Theatre after 
24 years in business. McKenzie found it necessary to 
close because “of his inability to procure suitable 
silent pictures.” In September of 1932, the Regent 
Theatre opened on the east side of Main Street. 
After the theatre closed in 1932, Store No. 2 was 

a produce store for many years. Merchants R.H. 
John and E.M. Thomson were in business here from 
1932 to 1934. Hugh R. Spence & Sons, Produce 
Merchants, ran Seaforth Produce throughout the 
1940s. During most of the 1950s, Export Packers 
Ltd., also produce merchants, owned the business. 
In 1957, Dublin Creamery & Poultry Packers Ltd. 

In this 1902 photograph of Crich’s candy counters, W.A. Crich is at left, in baker’s hat 
and apron, Tom McCrae is at right and Agnes McRae stands behind the counter. In 
the foreground is a peanut dispenser – patrons often stocked up on warm peanuts-
in-the-shell before paying their 5¢ admission to movies in the theatre next door. 

Seaforth News, July 28, 1927 
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moved in and were here until 1963. Hutton Produce, 
Egg Grading Station, was also a tenant here in 1958. 
The stereoscope above shows Carmichael’s 

Mansion House, and part of the adjoining store 
block, in about 1880. The yellow brick building is 
3½ storeys with a detailed brickwork entablature 
including two rows of dentils. Four pilasters 
delineate each end of the Main Street façade and 
either side of the doorway. Pilasters also frame the 
large entranceway of the Goderich Street façade. 
The main floor has a central double door,  with 

an elegant arched fanlight visible in  the photograph, 
but since boarded over. The main floor has been 
remodeled. A wide cornice of wood and square, 
imitation pilasters have been added. A large cut was 
made  in the north façade and the patchwork was 
painted grey as was the rest of the main floor. 
The second floor  windows are arched with 

projecting brick corbels. The central, projecting 
balcony has decorative iron railings and supports.  

The entranceway to 
the balcony is a large 
round-topped arch 
incorporating the 
door, sidelights and a 
transom light in three 
segments.  
The third floor has 

three windows plus a 
central trefoil window 
on the front façade. 
The windows are 
round-topped with 
small brick label stops 
on a rowlock arch 
above each. 
The Goderich 

Street side has a large, 
central entrance with 
balcony above and a 
symmetrically arranged 

façade. A second doorway at the northeast corner 
has been closed in.  
The adjoining two-store block is 2½ storeys. The 

cornice has been removed and metal stripping 
attached along the entablature. The second-floor 
windows have round tops in a version of the blind 
arcade type of brickwork. The window labels are 
heavy and of the rowlock arch type with label stops. 
The top third of the window has been closed in.  
The main floor of the store block has three 

pilasters, one at each end of the stores and one 
separating them. The wooden brackets, from the 
pilasters to the cornice with dentils, are large and 
decorative. The doorway to the second floor is 
between the two stores. Both stores have inset 
central doorways. 

Huron Expositor, October 21, 1870 

47 



Carmichael’s Red & White Block 
 

9-13  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1895 

his two-storey red brick 
building is in the Classic 
Revival style. The upper 
façade is very handsome 
and consists of a centre 

bay  flanked by two side bays divided by projecting 
brick piers. The entire façade is surmounted by an 
elaborate brick frieze of superb craftsmanship. The 
storefronts below were altered to a modern design. 

 Robert Carmichael built two frame stores on this 
site in 1864. Fred Veal occupied one of the stores 
until 1873.  H.W. McCann was in the second store 

until declaring insolvency in 1869 at which time 
Thomas Coventry, a Boot & Shoe Maker, moved in. 
Coventry’s shoe store and Passmore’s grocery were 
here when fire struck in 1876. From that date on the 
property remained vacant until 1895 when 
Carmichael had the existing brick stores built. 
 T.R.F. Case & Co., Butchers, occupied the north 
store from 1897 to 1900, operating for one year as 
Case & Chesney (George M.) until the partnership 

was dissolved in March 1898. Fred 
Gale and Winter & Stewart, Butchers, 
were tenants for a short time, each 
lasting less than a year. John Wesley 
Beattie, Butcher,  took over and was 
in business for five years until 1906. 
Then, Sylvester and E. Everatt, 
Butchers, operated a successful shop 
here until 1914. B. Cass had the 
butcher shop after the Everatts. 
 Robert Willis, Boots & Shoes, was 
the first occupant of the south store 
in 1895. W.H. Willis, aged 28 in 1896, 
was a clerk in the store at that time 
and took over the business in 1897. 
He ran the store here until 1906. 
Robert Willis purchased the Carmich-
ael store next door to the south and 
moved the shoe store there in 1907.  

After Willis vacated the south 
store in the red brick block, F.L. 
Willis had a clothing store here for 
one year and then it became a paint 

and paper, or interior design, store. The store was 
first run by Harry Evans in 1908, then by Thomas 
G. Scott by 1913. Scott’s paint and paper business 

was here until the end of the 1930s. The store then 
was home to Boshart Electric until the two store 
spcaes were taken over by G.A. Whitney’s furniture 
store. Whitney also had an undertaking business. He 
took over the north store which was occupied by 
Samuel T. Holmes & Son, Undertakers since 1919. 
G.A. Whitney Furniture occupied both stores into 
the late 1960s and the north store in the late 1970s. 

The white brick single-store block, adjoining the 
red brick block to the south, is architecturally the 

g 

Fred Gale’s Meat Market was in the north store when this picture was taken in 
1901. J.W. Beattie, Butcher, followed soon after. W.H. Willis, Boots & Shoes, 
occupied the south store from 1896 to 1907. Robb’s grocery is in the white 
brick store to the south. 

 

Huron Expositor, June 11, 1869 
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same. It has the same decorative brickwork, pilasters 
or piers, and the same façade as the north store of 
the red-brick block. The storefront level is also the 
same with inset door flanked by two large windows.  

The white brick store was vacant in the first years 
after it was built. The first tenant, evident in the 
photograph printed in Souvenir of Seaforth booklet 
published in 1900, is Robb’s grocery. W.L. Talbot 
had a store here from 1904-06. Robert Willis then 
moved his shoe store into this space.  By 1913, J.E. 
Willis had taken over the business and was here until 
1921. Frederick Wigg took over and had a shoe store 
here until Walter Willis succeeded him in 1930. 
Walter Willis, then James Willis, had a shoe store 
here into the 1960s when it was MacDonald’s Shoe 
Store for a time. By 1970, after so many years as a 
shoe store, the store became Wong’s Grill. 
 

Advertisements from top: Huron Expositor, June 
18, 1897; Huron Expositor, June 11, 1869. 

John Wesley Beattie, in the centre of the photograph, operated a butcher shop on 
Main Street for many years. Everatt had the shop after Beattie, from 1907-14. Ad 
is from the October 2, 1908 Huron Expositor. 
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John Kidd Block 
 

15  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1878 

ohn Kidd purchased the land 
from Robert Carmichael and 
had this distinctive brick store 
built in 1878, replacing the 
frame building lost to fire in 

1876. The crowning feature of this building was its 
central projection advertising the “Kidd’s Hardware 
Depot” and topped by decorative iron cresting. The 
building itself is 2½ storeys high. The entablature is 
plain with two rows of dentils above a quatrefoil 
window. The labels on this, and the second-storey 
windows, are heavy, protruding, ornate metal with a 
keystone effect at the top. The label stops appear to 
be in the shape of a lion’s head.   
 The four windows in the second storey consist of 
a pair of closely spaced longer windows in the centre 
and a shorter window either side of this pair. The 
top portion of the original window opening is now 
closed in. The window sills are concrete. 
 The main floor was entirely remodeled with huge 
plate-glass windows inserted. The doorway is inset at 
the south end of the façade. An original feature still 
evident are the two pilasters, one at each end of the 
storefront façade. 
 Arthur Veale occupied the first frame store on 
this site some time in the 1860s. George Dent had a 
general store here from 1869 to 1876.  
The January 25, 1878 Huron Expositor  reported: 

“Another New Brick Store – For several days during 
the present week workmen have been engaged in ex-
cavating for the cellar of Mr. John Kidd’s new brick 
store. Mr. Kidd, having purchased from Mr. Car-
michael the lot adjoining Mrs. Whitney’s block, 
intends erecting thereon, in the spring, a large brick 
store, which he will occupy as a tin shop and hard-

ware store. Thus will be added one more link in the 
chain of magnificent business edifaces in this town.” 
 Robert and Andrew Kidd, tinsmiths, joined the 
business in 1883. Mrs. John Kidd was the business 
owner in 1884 when the store was advertised as Mrs. 
Kidd’s Cheap Hardware and Stove House. George 
was also part of the business, joining in 1885. 

 Sydney Mullet and J.R. Jackson purchased  
Kidd’s hardware business some time in 1892. Sydney 
Mullett ran the hardware store until 1900. The next 
hardware merchants here were Chesney & Smiley 
from 1901-06 and Chesney & Archibald from 1906 
and into the early 1910s. 

] 

Kidd began business as a tinsmith but by 1863 was  also 
selling building supplies from a store on the east side of 
Main Street. Kidd’s Hardware was at its west-side 
location from 1879 to 1892. 
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By 1914, J.F. Daly had his jewellery store in the 
former hardware store. Daly was a jeweller, optician, 
issuer of marriage licenses, and the first Ford car 
dealer in town. In about 1907, Daly and Alex Winter 
jointly purchased a Model N Ford, the first horseless 
carriage bought in Seaforth. John F. Daly’s Garage 
and Auto Sales continued on business here into the 
late 1950s. When Daly died in 1952 or 1953, he was 
the longest-serving Ford dealer in Canada. 
Frank Kling purchased the store in 1958. He had 

his plumbing and heating business here until 1966. 
In that year Hildebrand Paint & Paper opened shop.  
By 1995, Hildebrand’s had expanded to include a 
florist shop.  

Armistice Day 1918 – celebrants pose in front 
of Daly’s Garage and J. Wesley Beattie’s 
Butcher shop. A sign on the doorway between 
the stores advertises Frank S. Beattie, V.S., 
Veterinary Surgeon, who had rooms on the 
upper floor. The advertisements below are 
from The Huron Expositor, December 16, 
1910 and April 4, 1899. 
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George Mitchell Store 
 

19  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1878-79 

eorge Mitchell had this store built 
in 1878. The brickwork matches 
that of the neighbouring Whitney 
Block to which it is joined. The 
more elaborate and decorative 
labels of the two upper storey win-

dows are a distinguising characteristic of this store.  
 Allan Mitchell occupied the frame store on this 
site from the early 1860s. W.A. Shearson had a flour 
and feed business here which Thomas Lee bought in 
early 1871. Lee ran a grocery here until the 1876 fire. 
He suffered a loss of $1,000 but was fully insured. 

 Merchant Tailors Halley & Anderson were the 
first occupants of the new store in 1878. They were 
in business  here until 1882. John L. Smith, who was 
in the staple and fancy dry goods and grocery 
business, was the next tenant in 1883. Sharp & 
Levins, also grocers, took over the store in 1888. 
Henry Levins continued in business here until 1894.  
 Mitchell sold to John Beattie in 1889. Frank S. 
Beattie, a veterinary surgeon, had an office on the 
second floor from  1889-94. John Beattie also had 
an office on the second floor from 1899 until about 
1914. By 1914, J. Wesley Beattie had his butcher 

 Z 

This 1924 photo shows the George Mitchell store south of 
Kidd’s Block. The window labels  distinguish it from the 
Whitney Block to the south. Marshall Stewart had a flour 
and feed business in the south corner store and the 
Garden Grocery next door. The photographer D.F. Buck 
was in the next store, J. Wesley Beattie’s butcher shop 
was  in the Mitchell store, and J.F. Daly’s Garage was in 
the Kidd Block. To the north were Wigg’s Shoes, Holmes’ 
Furniture & Undertaking, Scott’s Paint & Paper, the 
Princess Theatre, Crich’s Bakery, and Edges’ Big Hardware 
Store. The advertisement above is from the March 17, 
1871 Huron Expositor. 
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shop in the store. Beattie was eventually the owner 
of the building. He was in business here many years. 
In 1943, W.L. Whyte bought the butcher shop. He 
continued to run the shop until 1954.  

In 1946, Elva Keith and Mary Clark opened a 
hairdressing salon on the second floor. By 1953, 
Keith, a beautician, ran the business by herself and 
was here into the late 1960s. 

The store was taken over in 1955 by Melville 
Staffen who ran a plumbing business here until April 
of 1966. Ruby’s Meat Market was the next tenant in 
July 1966. By 1970, The Seaforth Meat Market, run 
by William Laverty, was in business here. By 1990, 
Custom Art Design, run by Robert Dinsmore, was 
the tenant in this store, replaced by Pete’s Paper Clip 
by 1995. 

The advertisement at top centre is from the April 11, 
1884 Huron Expositor. At bottom centre, the July 24, 
1940 Carnival issue. The other two advertisements are 
from the July 12, 1889 issue. 
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Whitney Block 
 

23-27  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1877 

 

Scott Robertson, in 
1863, had a grocery 
and seed store in the 
north part of Duncan 
& Co.’s frame building 

which extended to the south corner of this lot. J. 
Duncan & Co. occupied the south part of the build-
ing. Both were in business here until 1871. Logan & 
Jamieson took over Robertson’s Italian Warehouse 
and William Ballantyne, also a shoe merchant, took 
over the south store, both until 1874. 

At the time the building was razed by fire in 
1876, Mrs. Whitney had her tinsmith shop in the 
north part, and a hardware store and her home, in 
the south part.  J. Duncan, who owned Mrs. 
Whitney’s building and two adjoining stores, 
suffered a loss of $3,000 but was insured for $2,000. 
Next door to the north, Miss Leitch (Leach) had a 
millinery shop. She lost $500 in goods and had no 
insurance. Mrs. Whitney erected a temporary build-
ing while Miss Leach secured rooms over the block 
opposite the Commercial Hotel. 
 In its September 15, 1876 issue The Huron 
Expositor reported: “Mr. Duncan has disposed of the 
lot on the corner opposite the Expositor office, and 
facing on Main Street, to Mrs. Whitney, for the sum 
of $2,150. This is a good property and well worth 
the money. Mrs. Whitney is erecting a frame build-
ing for immediate use and has already commenced 
laying down material for two large brick stores.” In 
1877, she let the contract to build a 3-store brick 
block to Walter Mullen.  

The Whitney brothers, William and Charles, 
opened their Seaforth Stove & Tin Emporium in the 
south store in 1877. They dissolved their partnership 

in 1883, and Charles Whitney continued in the 
business on his own. On August 21, 1891 The Huron 
Expositor reported: Business Change – Mr. C.M. 
Whitney, who has been in the stove and tinware 
business here for many years, and who has grown up 

with the place, has disposed of his business to 
Messrs. Mullett & Jackson, of Toronto, who have 

already taken possession. We 
have pleasure in welcoming 
Messrs. Mullett & Jackson to 
Seaforth, and we hope their 
residence with us will be long 
and profitable. They are young 
men who come well 
recommended and having a 

j 

The Whitney Block when newly built in June 1878. The 
“Sign of the Coffee Pot” distinguishes Whitney’s tinshop. 
Lumsden & Wilson, Druggists, had the middle store and 
Christopher Armstrong, stationer, was in the north store. 
The advertisements at left are from the Huron Expositor, 
August 27, 1869 and March 17, 1871. 
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thorough practical knowledge of the business they 
undertake will, we have no doubt, push it with 
energy and enterprise, and we predict for them 
success. We do not know what Mr. Whitney intends 
turning his attention to, but we hope he will remain 
in Seaforth, as we do not want to lose any of our 
good citizens, although we may get others equally as 
good in their place.” Sydney Mullet was 27 at the 
time and J.R. Jackson was 24. They were in business 
here until 1894. 

Lumsden & Wilson had their drug store in the 
middle store from 1877 to 1879. J. McLoughlin 
opened a dry goods and groceries store with  
millinery department in 1881 and was here until 
1885. In 1887, Harry J. Scott opened a grocery here. 
By August 1889, he had been replaced by John L. 
Smith’s clothing store. Smith stayed in business here 
until 1893. 

The smaller north store was occupied by a series 
of photographer’s studios starting with Charles 
Moore in 1879. The Wade Bros., B.J. and 
Walter, opened Wade’s Photo Gallery & 
Music Store in  1880. They dissolved 
their partnership in October, 1884, and 
Walter continued business on his own 
until 1887. Allan Bauslaugh, age 33 when 
he opened his store in 1888, was here 
until 1895. The May 31, 1895 Huron 
Expositor announced: “Business Change 
– Mr. A. Bauslaugh, who has carried on a 
successful photographing business in 
town for a number of years, has disposed 
of his business to Mr. W.F. Tate, of 
North Bay. Mr. Tate has rented the 
residence of Mr. James Weir on 
Goderich Street east and will move his 
family here about the 10th of June when 
he will take possession of the business. 
He comes highly recommended and will 
be welcomed as a worthy citizen. Mr. 
Bauslaugh’s many friends in town will be 
sorry to learn of this change as it will in 

all probability necessitate his removal from 
Seaforth.” William F. Tate was in business here for 
only one year. Mr. Bauslaugh purchased a 
photograph gallery in Walkerton in 1896. He soon 
moved on to Winnipeg in 1897 where he continued 
his photographic art for many years.  

 J.P. Henderson, age 28 in 1896, took over Tate’s 
photograph gallery and proved more successful in 
the photography business, staying until 1902. 
Jackson Bros. replaced Henderson in 1903, L.C. 
Jackson becoming the sole proprietor by 1904. By 
1913, J.T. Fell had taken over from Jackson and 
captured photographic likenesses until 1916. D.F. 
Buck was snapped photos here from 1917 until 
1926. Samuel Jackson was the next photographer to 
take up business here in 1927. Isabella Jackson 
managed the shop on her own  from 1935-39. 

After Mullett & Jackson left the south store in 
1894, Hugh Greive had a seed store here for a year 
or two. Then, Richardson & McGinnis moved in. 

On November 20, 1896 The Huron Expositor 
reported: “Richardson & McGinnis, of town, will 
shortly remove their stock of boots and shoes to the 
corner store in the Whitney Block, lately vacated by 
Mr. Broderick. The store is to be fitted up with 
plate-glass front and otherwise made up-to-date.” 
Richardson & McGinnis were here until 1907.  

Harry R. Scott Shoes took over the south store 
from 1908 to 1918. Then, the store was vacant for a 
while before Marshall Stewart expanded his business 
into this store thus occupying both the south and 
middle parts of the store block. 

The middle store was a jewellery store for a 
while. C.A. Humber & Son ran it from 1897-99, and 
W.R. Counter was here until 1903. The store then 
remained vacant until John and William Sproat 
opened their grocery store in 1909. Henry Levins 
took over from them in about 1914 and G.F.S. 
Garden succeeded Levins in 1918. Garden was here 
only two years when Marshall Stewart moved in. 

Photographs taken by Wade’s Photo Gallery, A. Bauslaugh’s Photograph Gallery,  and the Jackson Bros. Photograph Gallery 
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Stewart was here for most of the 1920s. Jeffrey 
Arch was in business here briefly. Nelley Price 
was the next grocer in business here for many 
years, from 1930 to 1941. William A. Wright 
was the merchant here for the rest of the 1940s 
and most of the 1950s until the United Dairy 
& Poultry Co-op moved in 1958 and was a 
tenant here until 1964. The store was vacant 
for a time then Moore’s Bulk Food had moved 
in by 1985. It was replaced by The Seaforth 
Meat Market, run by William Laverty, had re-
located here by 1990. 

In 1926, after Marshall Stewart went out of 
business, Thomas Dickson had a seed store in 
the south part of the block. He was in business 
here into the early 1940s. H.R. Spence & Sons, 
Produce Merchants, took over the space in 
1942. It was Bailey’s Florist shop by 1947. 
Then, Garfield and William Smith purchased 
the store in 1953 and operated a grocery here 
until 1965.  

The north store was John Pullman’s 
Barbershop in the 1940s and 1950s. The 
Canadian Tire Store occupied the middle and 
north stores in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 
Roth’s Food Market was here by 1975. Later, 
by 1985, Larivee Auctions had a business in 
the space. Seaforth Grocer was the tenant of 
the middle and north stores in 1995. 

Whitney’s Block is a long 2½-storey brick 
block with a handsome upper façade 
distinguished by five bays of varying widths 
within which are rounded arch windows 
surmounted by a decorative brick frieze. 
Above the windows are corbelled brick arches 
with keystones. The overall effect is very 
beautifully proportioned and detailed. The 
storefront façade has been completely 
remodeled using metal siding for the sign 
fascia and old brick for the window walls.  

 
In 1900, Richardson & McGinnis had their boots and shoes store in the corner 
space and W.R. Counter, a jeweller, had the middle store. 

Belden’s 1879 Illustrated Historical Atlas of Huron County shows this sketch of Mrs. 
E. Whitney’s Tinshop and Stove Store. 

“SECURE  your shadow ere 

the substance fades.”  Charles 

Moore is now in full blast in his 

new  Photographic Studio, 

Whitney’s Block, Seaforth.   583 

Advertisements, Huron Expositor, June 30, 
1893; February 21, 1879. 
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A selection of advertisements representing 
some of the businesses in Whitney’s Block 
over the years: clockwise from bottom left: 
Huron Expositor, July 4, 1893; December 
24, 1886; September 26, 1913; August 24, 
1888; August 2, 1895. 
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The interior of W.R. Counter’s jewellery store in 1902. Advertisement: Huron Expositor, 
December 31, 1886. 
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James Dickson Store 
 

33  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1863 

his is the first brick store 
built in Seaforth. It was 
built by James Dickson and 
his son, Archibald, was the 
first tenant, and the 

village’s postmaster. The store housed the post 
office from 1863 until 1869. Samuel Dickson took 
over as postmaster in 1865 when Archibald was 
appointed postmaster of Goderich. Dr. Campbell 
MD had offices above the store from 1870-72. 
 Gray, Young & Sparling opened a store here 
some time in 1874. After that, Thomas Waddell & 
Co. had a dry goods store here for two years from 
1877-78. The photograph of Main Street taken in 
1878 shows his store, identified by a large over-the-
street sign. 
 John Logan operated a successful grocery store 
here throughout the 1880s. Then, the Sept. 5, 1890  
issue of the Huron Expositor noted a business change:  

Hamilton & McGinnis – removed to John 
Logan’s old stand corner of Main and 
John Streets, first door north of MR 
Counter’s Jewelry Establishment. 

Hamilton & McGinnis soon became Richardson & 
McGinnis in late 1891, and continued in the boot 
and shoe business here until 1896. In a notice of the 
business change printed in the Nov. 20, 1891 issue 
of the Huron Expositor, William Hamilton is 
described as “a shrewd, energetic business man 
[who] took an active interest in everything calculated 
to advance the interest of the town, and was rapidly 
working his way to the front as one of our most 
enterprising and leading citizens.” He moved to 
Stratford to take up the large retail business he had 

purchased from his brother. His successor, Mr. 
Richardson, is described as “a young man of good 
business ability, steady habits, and a favorite with all 

who know him.” In 1896, Richardson & McGinnis 
moved across the street to the corner store of the 
Whitney Block. Above their first store, Dr. F.W. 
Tweddle had a dentist’s office from 1891-99.  

g 

This 1878 photograph of the West side of Main Street 
shows Thomas Waddell & Co.’s large over-the-street sign. 
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In 1899, the store again became the site 
of a grocery, The Maple Leaf Grocery, run 
by Peter Dill until 1907. Dill placed this ad in 
the Nov. 21, 1902 issue of The Huron 
Expositor: 

    New Christmas fruits just received. A 
fresh stock of crystalized cherries, peaches, 
apricots, pineapples and green gages. If 
you want high class goods you will get 
them at the Maple Leaf Store. 

Dr. R.R. Ross had the dentist’s office 
above, and later had an office at the John 
Street side. Dr. J.A. Munn purchased the 
dental practice of Dr. R.R. Ross in 1925.  In 
1927 Dr. W.C. Sproat, a young medical 
doctor aged 26, rented office space here. 

For many decades the building was 
occupied by a drug store. Charles Aberhart’s 
Pharmacy was here for 30 years from 1908 
to 1938, run by Charles Sr., and later by his 
son, Charles Aberhart Jr. The Aberhart 
name became a well-known one in the 1930s 
when a brother, William, a radio evangelist 
popularly known as “Bible Bill” was elected 
leader of the Alberta Social Credit Party.  

In 1939, Charles Aberhart’s drug store 
gave way to RR McKindsey’s. McKindsey 
was here almost as long  – for 27 years until 
1966.  

In 1996 the store went back to its roots, 
in a way, becoming a modern-day version 
of the old dry goods store, a variety store. 
Bob & Betty’s Variety was in business here 
until 199?. At that time Nifty Korners, a 
giftwares and electronics store, was started 
by Danica and Jim McNichol. 

The building is yellow brick. Note the wide band of 
decorative brickwork and the curve of the roofline. 
The main floor has been renovated, but the heavy 
protruding cornice with Italianate brackets and 
dentils is much the same as when the store was built. 
The detailed window labels and label stops, along 
with the sills, are made of concrete. A unique feature 
of the building today is the angled entrance at the 
northeast corner. In the early photographs you can 
see that both original doorways face Main Street. 
The doorways, particularly the one leading to the 
second floor, are in the Canada West Classical 
Revival style with rectangular sidelights and transom. 

Peter Dill’s Maple Leaf Grocery is shown here in a 
photograph taken about 1900. A small sign between two 
upper windows advertises Dr. R.R. Ross’ dental office. 

Above: Huron Expositor, November 6, 1891; Below: Huron Expositor, 
July 24, 1940 Carnival issue.  
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Moses R. Counter Store 
 

35-37  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1874-75 

wo large British flags  
marked the location of 
L.R. Corbey’s store here 
from May of 1869 until 
1874. A May 14, 1869 

advertisement in The Huron Expositor declared that 
Corbey had re-opened R.H. Collier’s store and was 
selling “the entire bankrupt stock … at a fearful 
sacrifice.” Six months earlier, R.H. Collier had 
advertised  an extensive list of goods “as cheap as 
those of the largest wholesale houses in the city.” He 
sold fancy repps and Empress cloth, stylish 
millinery, mantles and cloakings, boots and shoes, 
“clouds” and furs, new fruits and fresh groceries, 
crockery and glassware.  

In 1874, Moses R. Counter, a 28-year-old 
watchmaker who had established a business in the 
village in 1867, bought part of Lot 32 from James 
Dickson. The Huron Expositor of November 6, 1874 
reported: “The brick work on Mr. Counter’s 
building is now completed, and the roof is being put 
on. This will be one of the neatest and handsomest 
buildings on Main street. Mr. William Shaw was the 
contractor for the brick work of this and the 
Oddfellows’ building, and the workmanship on both 
is most creditable to his skill as a mechanic. Mr. 
Alexander Scott has the contract for the carpenter 
work on Mr. Counter’s building.” 

Mr. Counter opened his jewellery and fancy 
goods store here on March 1, 1875. He ran a 
successful business and, in 1890, turned it over to 
W.R. Counter. W.R. was less successful, declaring 
insolvency by the end of 1895. Fred T. Davis, 
Jeweler, bought the stock, but he was here for just 
one year. W.R. Counter opened another jewellery 

store a few doors north on the same side of Main 
Street (see the story for Whitney’s Block). 
 In 1874, the Britannia Masonic Lodge, No. 170, 
rented the hall above Counter’s store at $100.00 per 
year. The hall was officially opened on March 3, 
1875. To this day, the Britannia Masonic Lodge 
owns and occupies the same space. 

By 1896, the building was owned by Dr. R.E. 
Cooper of Constance. George A. Sills and  William 
Murdie opened The Central Hardware Store here in 
1897. George A. Sills operated the hardware and 
tinsmith business here from 1905 to 1921, before 
moving down the street to the present location of 
the Sills Home Hardware store. 

Thomas Ferguson, opened a clothing and dry 
goods store here in 1922 and was here for two years. 
The next occupant was R.J. Gibb, who also ran a 
clothing store called The Toggery Shop, here from 
1925 to 1927. Charles and Harry Stewart were the 
next clothing merchants to have a store in this space. 
They were in business here from 1929-31. 

Angus Carter, a grocer, moved into the store in 
1932. By this time J.W. Thompson, a farmer, was 
the owner of the lot and store. Dominion Stores, 
with T.J. Kiernan as manager in 1935 and Eric Griff 
in 1937, were in business here from 1935-38. The 
next grocer to occupy this store was Ross Sproat 
who opened for business in 1939. Sproat and his 
wife,  Emma, were here 11 years, until 1950. Other 
grocers here in the 1950s were Orville Cooper in 
1951-52, Levi Eckenswiller from 1953-58, and Mr. 
Cooper again in 1959. The Masonic Society became 
the owner of the building by 1955. 

By 1965, there were two stores located in this 
building. John Pullman had a barbershop in the 

north store space. Donald Eaton, an insurance 
broker, had an office in the south store space. They 
were both in business here into the late 1970s. 

More recent occupants of the store were the 
Knitter's Loft Shops in the late 1980s and Primrose 
& Panache in the early 1990s. By 1994, Tremeer 
Commercial Printers had opened for business here. 

g 
 

Sills & Murdie’s Stoves & Tinware store as shown in 
Seaforth Biographical  Historical, a 1902 souvenir issue 
of the Seaforth Sun. 
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It is a 2½ storey yellow brick building. The upper 
storey is divided by four narrow pilasters with 
imitation braces to the entablature above. Inset 
between the pilasters are three sets of narrow 
rectangular windows with flat, gauged labels. The 
roof cornice has been removed (the photo of 
McFaul’s store in the Cardno Block story shows you 
what the cornice likely looked like). The main floor 
cornice is still in place supported by many small 
brackets. Beneath the main floor cornice are two 
small decorative grilles placed in from either end of 
the façade. At either end of the façade are huge 
wooden scroll brackets, taking up the top third of 
the main floor height at this point. Round metal 
pillars frame either side of the inset centre doorway. 
At the south end of the façade is the doorway to the 
second floor. Its transom lights have been closed in.  

 

Advertisements, starting at left, are from the March 11, 

1898 and March 25, 1870 issues of The Huron Expositor

and The Seaforth Sun, October 31, 1884. 
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Cardno Block 
 

39-47  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1877   

ardno Block was built in 1877, at a 
time when Seaforth was at an 
economic peak, and soon after the 
fire of 1876 had destroyed much of 
Main Street to the north and east. 

Alexander Cardno already owned the adjacent lot to 
the south when he bought this property from Simon 
Powell. Powell, an inn keeper, had a hotel here from 
1873 to 1877. In 1873, in the hotel or in a separate 
store on the same lot, was William Newman’s 
barbershop and William Ault’s grocery store. Cardno 
tore down the hotel and adjacent building to make 
way for his block of “five large commodiuous 
stores.” With the building of Cardno Block there 
was to be a complete and unbroken brick row from 
John to Market Streets. 

Cardno Block is the largest block in the town, 
built in an eclectic Second Empire style. Belden’s 
1879 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of Huron 
describes Cardno Block: “In it is located the 
celebrated Cardno Music Hall. The building is of 
white brick, two full storeys, besides basement and 
mansard; it is of very handsome design with brown 
stone trimmings, and slate-covered. The central part 
is surmounted by a beautiful tower of rectangular 
superficies, with truncated roof in two courses, in 
the upper one of which are circular openings for 
clock-dial, and the whole is crowned by wrought 
iron cresting resting on an ornate cornice, adding 
materially to the general effect. Mr. Cardno has 
placed, at great expense, a public clock in this tower, 
and a handsome or more conspicuous one is not 
seen in any city or town in the country. The works 
are from a celebrated Boston manufacturer, and cost 
about $1,000, packed and ready for shipment; and 

the adjusting and other necessary works in 
connection with its erection cost an additional 
$1,000. The whole structure cost over $30,000 and is 
lighted throughout with gas manufactured on the 
premises.” Cardno Music Hall had its grand opening 
on the evening of December 15, 1877. 

The Huron Expositor of January 25, 1878 reported 
on “The New Scenery for the New Hall” saying that 
Mr. L.F. Wheeler of Tecumseh, Michigan had been 
engaged for several weeks to paint eight different 
scenes, and “with exquisite skill and taste” had 
produced a landscape, rocks, woods, a street, parlor, 
kitchen, bedroom, and prison. Will Clarke, a scenic 
artist from Clipper, New York, was hired to 
handpaint the stage curtain with a central scene of a 
fisherman and a castle, bordered by advertisements 
for local businesses.  

The large main ballroom has a 23’ (7.7 m) ceiling 
with a stage at one end and a balcony at the opposite 

end. There are also 
dressing rooms and a 
banquet hall. The long 
wooden benches used 
to seat the audience 
made set-up easy for a 
variety of functions. 

Advertisements in 
local newspapers an-
nounced such enter-
tainments as “a grand 
dramatic comedy,” a 
vaudeville show, an 
opera company per-
formance, a dance, or a 
lecture. The Hall was 
“crowded to excess on 
the occasion of the ex-
Monk preaching …. 
Every available seat, 
including the steps to 
the stage, was occup-
ied” one Sunday in 
January 1878. 

Seaforth Collegiate 
Institute held its gradu-
ation ceremonies here. 
Cardno Hall was a 
gathering place for 

V 

When this picture was taken in 1880 Hoffman Bros. sold cloth and clothing from the two north 
stores; Laidlaw & Fairley ran The Central Grocery from the centre store under the clock tower; 
A.G. McDougall & Co.’s Dry Goods store was next under the sign of the three 7s; and, at the 
south end, was A. Cardno’s grocery store. 

63 



events sponsored by local service groups and a 
forum from which politicians could address their 
platforms. Patriotic concerts were given during 
World War I, some led by Grace McFaul Mullen, a 
Seaforth native and singer who lived in the Lorne 
Villa mansion. 

The first tenants in the five Cardno Block stores, 
starting with the north store, were Alex Cardno’s 
clothing store, Hoffman Bros., Laidlaw & Fairley, 
McDougall & Halley, and Alex Cardno’s bakery. 
Alex Cardno vacated the north store and Hoffman 
Bros., William and Samuel, expanded their store into 
this space in 1880. W.W. Hoffman was operating the 
store by 1887 and was in business here until 1897. 
Laidlaw & Fairley ran The Central Grocery in the 
middle store until 1886. J.C. Laidlaw took over and 
was here until 1894. (John Fairley opened his own 
store in Sam Dickson’s Block in 1889.) McDougall 
& Halley operated under the banner of A.G. 
McDougall & Co. until 1880. C.W. Papst opened his 
bookstore in this space in 1881 and was in business 
here until 1891. Alex Cardno had his bakery in the 
south store until 1889. Cardno had a bakery in a 
frame building on part of this lot in the early 1870s. 

In 1880, the Hoffman Bros. expanded their 
business into the north store. Cardno also main-
tained an office in this store. In the February 28, 
1890 issue of the Seaforth Sun, he advertised 
“Ordered Clothing.” J.S. Roberts moved his drug 
store into Store No. 1, or north store, in 1888 and 
was here until 1893. W.W. Hoffman was still in 
business in Store No. 2 until 1897 when Leonard 
Smith opened a boot and shoe store here.  

The middle store, Store No. 3, was occupied by 
William Saddler from 1895-96. In 1897, William 
Pickard opened another branch of his clothing and 
dry goods business in this space. In 1892, Julius 
Duncan and J.H. Pyper had taken over C.W. Papst’s 
bookstore, in Store No. 4, and had a dry goods 
business here. A.E. Pentecost succeeded them, and, 
from 1895 to 1899, William Pickard was the 
proprietor of this store and J.C. Abell was the 

manager. This store was the 
ladies’ department of Pickard’s 
business. His men’s wear store 
was in Thomas Kidd Block 
across from the Town Hall. By 
1900, Pickard had moved “The 
Ladies’ Store” branch to the Kidd 
Block location.  Abell joined with 
J.W. Ortwein who had a clothing 
and dress goods store in Store 
No. 3 once Pickard vacated. He 
was here until 1901. 
     There were a few short-lived 
businesses here in the middle 
store, in the 1900s, until 1907 
when John Staples opened  his 
barbershop. Staples  served his 
customers here into the early 
1910s. After Pentecost left the 
fourth store, Alex Cardno had his 
clothing store here. Cardno 
brothers grocery was also here, 
from 1902 into the early 1920s. 

 Store No. 5, which started out 
as Cardno’s Bakery, became Isaac 

V. Fear’s Drug Store in 1894. Charles 
Aberhart worked with Fear from 1902-07. By 
1914, W.H. Hayes ran the drug store here.  
 Sarah Dorrance had a business in Store 

No. 1 from 1896 to 1899. Mrs. Rudolph 
replaced her in 1900 and was here until 1902. 
J.F. Daly had his jewellery store here from 
1904 to about 1910. There were a number of 
barbers in business here in the 1910s. H.R. 
Scott moved his store south from the 
Whitney Block location and into this space in 

James C. Laidlaw was one of the first merchants to move shop from Harpurhey into 
Seaforth. His first store in town was in Samuel Dickson’s block. Laidlaw, the centre 
man in the photo, partnered with John Fairley, the man to the left. They were in 
business in the Cardno Block store until 1886. Fairley moved back to the original 
store location and Laidlaw carried on here until 1894. The man on the right is Mr. 
Haxby. Ad: The Huron Expositor,  September 21, 1877 and February 21, 1879. 
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1920. J.L. Smith followed suit in 1923. By 1927, this 
store was a shoe store operated by Sproat & Willis 
which was changed the next year to Russell Sproat’s 
shoe store. Sproat was here until 1934. The store sat 
vacant for a year then C.M. Smith opened a 
restaurant here in 1936 and it continued to be a 
restaurant into the early 1990s. 

J.F. Daly had his jewellery store in Store No. 2 
from 1901-03. Speare & Page, Merchant Tailors, 
were here in 1904, then the store appears to have 
been vacant for a couple of years before Goldoff & 
Isaacson opened shop in 1907. It was again vacant in 
1909 and 1910. The Bell Telephone Company open-
ed an office in this store some time in the early 
1910s and was here for decades, into the early 1960s. 

John Beattie opened his new 5¢-$1 store in Store 
No. 3 in June of 1935.  He had the space “specially 
rebuilt and refitted to receive him.” At the time, 
Beattie could boast of having been in business in 
Seaforth for 45 years.  He continued in business here 
for another 20 years. In 1944, Beattie’s 5¢-$1 store 
expanded into Store No. 4. Stedman Bros. bought 
the business in 1949 and was still in business as 
Stedman Bros. Variety Store in 2000. 

Walter Robinson had a business in Store No. 5 in 
the early 1920s. By 1923, Fred Savauge had a 
jewellery store here. This space has housed a 
jewellery store since then, becoming Ross Savauge 
Jewellers in 1951, Seaforth Jewellers by 1970, 
operated first by K.A. Lingelbach and then, by 1990, 
by Ray Anstett.  

When this picture was taken in 1900, J.W. Ortwein’s Cash Store occupied 
the centre section, L. Smith’s Boots & Shoes was next door to the north 
and Alex Cardno’s Grocery next door to the south. I.V Fear’s Drug store 
occupied the southernmost section. Sarah Dorrance is listed as tenant of 
the northernmost store.  

The sign, far left, is one of a collection of 
store signs displayed in the Seaforth & Area 
Museum, housed in the Town Hall. The 
advertisement, centre left, is from The 
Huron Expositor, July 24, 1940 Carnival 
issue; above, April 4, 1899 Huron Expositor. 
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Advertisements, from left: Huron Expositor, July 12, 1889; March 10, 1893; and, August 2, 1895. 
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Advertisements, clockwise from left: Queen’s Hotel Register, 1890-92; The Huron Expositor, 
November 6, 1891; December 2, 1904; March 2, 1900.  
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Alexander Cardno Store 
 

49  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1874 or 1877 

lexander Cardno emigrat-
ed from Scotland in 1852, 
coming to Seaforth in 
1862. His first place of 
business was here in 1863. 

He was a provisions dealer, a pork packer, had a 
grocery, a clothing and tailoring business, and 
opened the first bakery in Seaforth. He became a 
leading businessman of the town, prosperous 
enough by 1877 to have the Cardno Block built. 
This store mirrors, in brickwork and detailing, the 

store built to the north by M.R. Counter in 1874. 
Cardno may have had this store built at the same 
time. It is a 2½ storey yellow brick building. The 
upper storey is divided by four narrow pilasters with 
imitation braces to the entablature above. Inset 
between the pilasters are three sets of narrow 
rectangular windows. The windows originally had the 
flat, gauged labels still evident on the windows of the  
store to the north. The roof cornice has been 
removed, but the brackets are still intact. The main 
floor has been completely altered and a doorway 
added.  
 Alexander Cardno had a business here for many 
years. He had a bakery in this building from 1863 to 
1881. In 1882, the bakery was moved into the 
adjacent store to the north. Cardno maintained an 
office in his original store and rented space to other 
businesses such as J.W. Millar, Merchant Tailor, in 
1887 and 1888, James Jackson in 1892, and Albert 
Milburn and John Laird, general merchants, from 
1893 to 1895. He again occupied the store as a 
general merchant from 1896 to 1899. 
 Edward McFaul had part of an extensive dry 
goods store at this location from 1900 to 1910. He 

was followed by his nephew, John McTavish, who 
was in business until 1925 and again from 1930 to 
1935. The Green Front store was here for 12 years, 
from 1936 to 1948 and had various managers over 
the years. In 1949, the Province of Ontario Bank 
occupied the space and has been here ever since (it 
has since become Desjardins Credit Union). 
The second floor above the store housed law 

offices for many years: John H. Benson from  1869 
to 1882, L.E. Dancey 1883 to 1889, R.S. Hayes 1890 

to 1896, and Alvin Sillery in the 1960s. Other tenants 
in the early years were Miss Erwin, a milliner, here in 
1872; Miss Oldfield, a dressmaker here from 1879 to 
1881; and, Hiram Derbyshire, a dentist, here from 
1875-77. When Edward McFaul had his dry goods 
store below, the upper floor was also part of his 
store. The space may have been rented as an 
apartment for a few years in the 1920s, but, for the 
most part, it was an extension of the lower floor 
store until the 1950s. John E. Longstaff, 
Optometrist, had offices here in the 1950s. 

T 
 

In this 1900 photograph Edward McFaul’s Dry Goods Store 
occupies Cardno’s store, as well as the C.H. Cull store to 
the south, where he started in business in 1882. The 
doorway to Cardno Music Hall is at right, out of the photo. 

The Dress Goods Department (above) and the Staple Goods 
Department (below) of McFaul’s. 
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Millar’s store was in what became, in 1900, the north part of McFaul’s store. The advertisement above left is from the March 18, 
1887 Huron Expositor. Edward McFaul started out in the C.H. Cull store and expanded into the Alex Cardno Store in 1899. 
MacTavish’s had replaced McFaul’s by 1915. The above right advertisement is from the February 28, 1890 Seaforth Sun. The 
bottom ad is from the January 28, 1916 Huron Expositor. 
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C. H. Cull Stores 
 

51  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1872 

he upper façade of this 
store is quite distinctive in 
its handsome and richly 
decorative design. White 
and red bricks were used to 

create patterned bands and segmental arches in the 
centre section and above the windows. Three 
sections or bays are marked off by pilasters with the 
centre section crowned by a decorative gable and 
topped by a finial. The arch of the gable is echoed in 
the segmentally headed windows. The storefront 
cornice with dentils and large end brackets is still 
intact.  

As you can see in the photograph at right taken 
in 1900, the storefront has large plate glass windows 
either side of a double door. In 1881, A.G. 
McDougall & Co., the owners at the time, renovated 
the store and installed new windows. It was the first 
store in town to have this kind of window.  

C.H. Cull owned the south part of this lot in 
1863 and had a business there. He was a job printer 
and a telegraph agent. He published a newspaper in 
1863, The Seaforth Express. But, as a former employee, 
G.H. Hale, recalled in a letter to the Huron Expositor 
in 1893: “Mr. Cull conducted the Express for one 
year, and then, failing to obtain what he regarded as 
sufficient guarantee of future support, he 
discontinued it. He continued to carry on a job 
printing business…” Hale remembered Mr. Cull as a 
“kind and indulgent employer.” Cull kept a shop at 
the front of the Express office where he sold 
stationery and had the telegraph business. A corner 
near the window was sublet to Thomas P. Bull, a 
watchmaker. 

Cull bought the north part of this lot in 1865, but 
did not build the brick store here until 1872. The 
white brick store on the south part of the lot was 
built in 1874 to match the Hickson Block to which it 
is joined.  

Christopher Armitage had a book and stationery 
business here in the north store from 1872 to 1874. 
Strong & Fairley had a grocery store in part of the 
same building in 1873 and 1874. Then, William 
Allen ran a grocery here from 1875 to 1879. Rooms 
above were rented out in the late 1870s to Graham 
& Charters (later Curry & Graham), Grain Buyers, 
to a teacher, John W. Holland, and to Nathaniel 
Moore, a barber.  

McFaul’s Dry Goods Company occupied the 
store for decades, starting in 1882, and continued as 
McTavish’s for many more years. Frank Kling, 
Electric Supplies & Plumbing, started business here 
in 1946 until 1990. Main Street Video had its home 
here for a few years until it was replaced by the 
present store, Pete’s Paper Clip. 

g 

Part of McFaul’s Dry Goods store was in the C.H. Cull 
building from 1882 to 1910. His nephew, John McTavish, 
continued on in the business until 1935. The photograph 
was taken in 1900. 

The gable and finial of the centre section is now missing, 
but the upper façade is still much as it once was. 
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This 2½-storey white brick store was a drug 
store for many years. Isaac V. Fear was the 
druggist here from 1886 to 1893. J.S. Roberts 
succeeded him in 1894 and was here until 1907.  

John McTavish expanded part of his dry 
goods business into this store in 1915 and was 
here until some time in the late 1920s. By 1930, 
John Walker’s Furniture store had moved in and 
remained for a decade.  C.E. Smith had a 
business here for almost 20 years from 1940 to 
1959. Smyth’s Shoes moved in here in the 1960s 
and was followed by Eve-Mar, a ladies dress 
shop, in 1966. Bluewater Interiors is the most 
recent business to occupy this space. 

Above: The interior of J.S. Roberts drug store pictured in a Souvenir of Seaforth, 
1900. Advertisements, clockwise from below: The Huron Expositor, February 9, 
1877; November 5, 1886; March 23, 1906; and, a special advertising issue 
printed in 1936. 
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John Hickson Block 
 

55 & 57  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1869 

ohn Hickson & Co. built this 
two-store white brick block in 
1869. Edward Hickson & Co. 
ran Hickson’s Emporium, a 
drug and fancy goods business, 

until 1880. They were also a well-known dry goods 
and tailoring business. Hickson’s Emporium 
occupied all three floors. The basement was used for 
storage, the main floor for dry goods and clothing, 
and the upper floor for the millinery and mantle 
salesroom. The business employed a number of 
tailors and milliners, and six salesmen.  

In 1873, they sold the south store to their 
competition, Duncan & Duncan, Merchant Tailors. 
Julius and Cornelius Duncan were also in the dry 
goods business, at other locations in town, until 
moving next door. Both businesses remodelled their 
stores in 1874 and vied with each other in their 
advertisements in the local newspaper. Duncan & 
Duncan kept ahead of the game until they were 
taking out full-page ads in The Huron Expositor. By 
1881, Duncan & Duncan occupied both stores and 
were advertising their Medical Hall, next door to 
Duncan & Duncan’s Dry Goods Store, here in 1882. 

The rivalry between the two businesses even 
extended to both publishing their own bulletins 
which were handed out to the public free of charge. 
In May of 1875, Duncan & Duncan published The 
Seaforth Illustrated Bulletin while Hickson & Co. put 
out The Seaforth Gazette.  

In 1874, E. Hickson & Co. advertised their new 
jewelry establishment in their drug store. In June and 
September of 1877, they advertised a new practical 
watchmaker, Mr. F. Crake, who “having learned the 

trade thoroughly in England, and for nearly six years 
past have worked in the establishment of A. 
Morphy, London, Ontaro, is sufficient to recom-
mend that full satisfaction can be given in any 
description of work.” 
 Duncan & Duncan were in business here until 
1892 when they moved to the Cardno Block. The 
Jackson Bros., and in 1893, Jackson & Greig, took 
over in the dry goods and tailoring business, 
occupying the north store. They were here until 
1896, when John Grieg partnered with R.J. 
McDonald and moved down the street. 
 C.W. Papst had the south store in 1892 and 
expanded into the north store when Jackson & 

] 
 

An advertisement placed in the November 5, 1886 issue 

of The Huron Expositor. The advertisement for Hickson’s 
Emporium is from the September 15, 1871 newspaper.  
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Greig vacated.  C.W. Papst had a book and fancy goods store and housed the 
Central Office of the Bell Telephone Company. 
 J.L. Smith, a dry goods merchant, took over the north store for two years, 
1897-98. He was replaced by Alex Winter who had a book and stationery store 
here from 1899 to 1910. By 1915, Thompson’s Book & Stationery Store was 
here and stayed until the late 1950s. Larone’s expanded into this store at that 
time. J.M. Best had his Law Offices above these stores for many years, from 
1886 to 1924. 
 I.V. Fear, Druggist, moved his business into the south store in 1903. He was 
here until 1908 when the store was taken over by W.J. Walker, who had a 
furniture store. John and Samuel Walker, Walker & Son, successfully operated 
Walker Furniture here many years, until 1940. Samuel Walker retained 
ownership of the building, but the store was then occupied by C.W. Ironside, 
from 1941 to 1948. In 1949, Elmer Larone opened Larone’s, a well-known 
Main Street business for many years. Larone’s was a newer version of the dry 
goods store, selling clothing, fabrics, paper goods, giftwares and magazines. 
Larone’s occupied both stores after Thompson’s Bookstore closed. 

The interior of Alex Winter’s Book & Stationery Store, above, and C.W. Papst’s Jewellery 
Store, below, as pictured in A Souvenir of Seaforth, published in 1900. The advertisement 

at left is from The Huron Expositor, March 10, 1893. 
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Advertisements, clockwise from above: The Huron Expositor, 
April 9, 1899; The Huron Expositor, December 2, 1904; The 
Seaforth News, January 15, 1962; and, The Huron Expositor, 
January 28, 1916. 
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Ludwig Meyer Block 
 

59-61  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1872 

his very handsome 2-
storey, white brick block 
was built in 1872 by 
Ludwig Meyer. Meyer 
was born in Rostock, 

Mecklenberg, Germany and came to Canada in 
1833 with three brothers each of whom took up 
100 acres in McKillop Township. Ludwig was 
appointed a Division Court Clerk in 1851. 
Another of the brothers was also a lawyer and 
they had an office on the upper floor of the Meyer 
Block from 1877 until Ludwig’s death in 1886.  
The first tenants to occupy the new stores 

were the Johnson brothers, Samuel and David, 
who ran Johnson Bros. Hardware for many years. 
The store was known by the Sign of the Golden 
Padlock. It occupied the basement, main floor and 
most of the upper floor. In 1875, the assessed 
value of the business was $6,400. Samuel moved 
to Winnipeg in 1880, but he retained an interest in 
the business. David Johnson died in 1899. A 
notice in the July 3, 1896 edition of The Huron 
Expositor informed its readers: “Mr. Thomas 
Kehoe, who has been engaged in Johnston Bros. 
tinsmithing department in town for several years, 
has resigned his position to accept a more 

lucrative one in Toledo, Ohio, and leaves for there 
on Tuesday next.” 
A succession of medical doctors had offices 

over the stores – Dr. King in 1874, Dr. McKenna 
in 1875, Dr. Phelan from 1876 to June 1877, and 
Dr. Hanover from late 1877 to 1879. Dr. Phelan 
had had a practice in Seaforth for many years 
when he moved to London. His successor, Dr. 
Hanover, was described as “a young gentleman … 
who will, we are sure, well and worthily fill the 
position vacated by his predecessor.” 
Upper rooms were also occupied at this time 

by Miss McIntosh, a milliner, Miss Beam, a 
dressmaker, and Miss McDonald, a teacher. 
In 1901, the two stores had separate tenants, 

the Harland Bros. in the north store and Grieg & 
McDonald Clothiers in the south store, both with 
workrooms above. In 1902, J.C. Grieg then 
partnered with Harry Stewart and they took over 
both stores. They also had the Dominion Express, 
the CPR telegraph and ticket agency, here.  
In October 1905,  Harry Stewart, and his 

brother, Charles Stewart entered a partnership, 
and thus started Stewart Bros., a business which 
would go on to become one of the longest-lived in 
Seaforth. Harry’s son, David, carried on the 

business, still under the name of 
Stewart Bros., until 1997. 
The north store is now 

occupied by Total Image II, a 
salon offering hair styling and 
aesthetic services, tanning beds and 
massage therapy. The south store 
is home to a consignment shop, 
Sally’s Closet. 

The building has elaborate windows and arches 
in the Italianate style. The upper façade is in 5 
window bays divided by projecting brick piers, or 
pilasters, and surmounted by an elaborate brick-
work frieze. The windows are arched with 
projecting brick corbelling, stepped brickwork.  
In 1960, the store underwent many alterations 

and the storefront has been completely remodell-
ed in a modern style. Despite this, the building has 
changed little since it was built and over the years 
has had only four owners. Interior renovations 
were made to the north store to restore it to its 
1940s appearance. 

g 

Above - An advertisement from the July 12, 1889 issue of The Huron Expositor.  

A small catalogue distributed by Stewart Bros. in 1910. 
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The above left photograph shows the interior of Stewart Bros. Men’s Wear 
department in 1900. The other three photographs show the changing face 
of Stewart Bros. storefront over the years. Above right, c. 1905; below 
left, c. 1910; and, below right, 1987.  
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Robert Scott Block 
 

63 & 65  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1869 

y comparison with other 
more elaborate buildings 
along the Main Street, this is 
now a modest, plain-faced 
structure. The upper façade 

is punctuated by five simply proportioned windows. 
As you can see in the photograph below dated 1900, 
the third floor once had arched windows. The upper 
façade was accented by decorative quoining in the 
brickwork at each end. After a fire in 1905, the 
windows in the third floor were bricked. The 
brickwork has been painted so that now the 
quoining is no  longer visible. The store fronts have 
been remodelled in a contemporary manner. 

  

The Hon. James Patton, one of the town founders, 
owned this lot until 1863. On it was a frame store in 
which, at the time, Thomas Currie was doing 
business as a general merchant. Robert Scott bought 
the property in 1869 and that year built this 3-storey 
brick block with two stores.  

R.P. Rogers, who sold clothing and dress goods, 
occupied one store from 1869 to 1876. The other 
store was briefly occupied in 1868-9 by Archibald 
McDougall who sold dry goods and groceries from 
the Canada Warehouse, then by John Walsh, who 
sold groceries and liquor, from 1870 to 1872. The 
Huron Expositor was published on the third floor 
from 1869 to 1872. Other upper floor rooms were 

occupied for many years by a 
photographer’s gallery, lawyer’s 
and dentist’s offices, and dress-
maker’s rooms. The Forester’s 
Hall was also in upper-floor 
rooms from 1885 to 1899.  

Both the north and south 
stores had long-term tenants. 
Wilson & Young’s grocery was 
in the north store from 1873 to 
1906. Charles Wilson and An-
drew Young ran the store 
together until 1892 at which 
time Young continued on his 
own until his death in 1906. 
Lumsden & Wilson’s Book & 
Drugs store was in the south 
space from 1881 to 1915. In 
1884, Lumsden & Wilson reno-
vated the store interior and 
installed a new plate glass front. 

U 

Advertisements in The Huron Expositor March 2, 1900, 
July 12, 1889 and July 18, 1884. 
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Lawyers, S.G. McCaughey & Francis Holmsted, 
had offices on the second floor for 18 years, from 
1870 to 1884. Holmsted continued on his own until 
1924. In 1888, both Mr. McCaughey and his wife 
died. The obituary published in The Huron Expositor 
relates details of the “Melancholy Event”: 

Husband and wife stricken down almost at 
the same time, lying helpless under the 
same roof and in adjoining rooms, each 
unconscious of the dangerous condition 
of the other and ultimately both falling 
under the cold hand of death within a few 
hours of each other…. Mr. and Mrs. S.G. 
McCaughey, of this town, the former of 
whom passed away at half past seven 
o’clock Monday evening and the latter 
about the same hour Tuesday evening…. 
Pneumonia was the disease with which 
both were afflicted. 

Mr. McCaughey was born in 1830 in Ballymena, 
County Antrim, Ireland and was educated at Royal 
Belfast College. He came to Canada in 1854 and to 
Seaforth in 1863. Soon after, he entered into a 
partnership with Mr. Holmested, “and the firm 
having gained the most implicit confidence of the 
people, did a large and profitable business.” In 1886, 
McCaughey retired from the law and engaged in the 
private banking business with William Logan. He 
was described as “a remarkably successful business 
man … and it might be said of him that everything 
he touched seemed to turn into money…. He was 
possessed of excellent literary tastes … and was a 
warm friend of the Mechanics’ Institute.” 
McCaughey was also Reeve of Seaforth for many 
years and a member of the High School Board. 
 The north store was the location of William R. 
Smith’s grocery, here for many decades starting in 
1905.  It became W.R. Smith & Sons in 1935 and 
was still here in the late 1960s. Elton Umbach was a 
merchant in the south store from 1919 to 1923. In 
1924, James Keating, Druggist, moved in. Keating’s 

Pharmacy occupied this 
store until moving one 
door south in the 1970s.  
 A succession of photo-
grapher’s had galleries in 
rooms on the second floor 
of this block. Frank 
Paltridge was the first, from 
1870 to 1872. Miss Leach 
had a “New & Complete 
Millinery, Mantle and 
Dressmaking Establish-
ment” upstairs, next to 
Frank Paltridge’s Photo-
graph Gallery in 1870. 
Charles Moore had his 
Sunbeam Art Gallery here 
from 1874 to 1879 He 
partnered with a Mr. 
Campbell and the business 
was known as Moore & 
Campbell in 1875. For 
almost a decade, Andrew 
Calder had an office over Wilson & 
Young’s store, from 1883 to 1892. Calder 
advertised as “The People’s Popular 
Photo Gallery.” W.D. Trott was next and 
he occupied this space from 1893 to 
1899. Scott Bros. photographic gallery 
had rooms above the stores in 1900, and 
was replaced by J.P. Henderson in 1902. 
Henderson was the last photographer to 
have offices here.  
 F. Bechley, a dentist, had rooms 
above the stores from 1917 to 1944. Two 
osteopaths were tenants here, Dr. 
Heilman in 1920-21, and Dr. Haist in 
1922-23. The College of Music had 
rooms above in 1933. McConnell & 
Hays, lawyers, kept offices here from 
1938 until they moved in the 1940s. 

At left, a family photograph taken by Charles Moore; at right, a photograph taken by 
Frank Paltridge. Below is J.P. Henderson’s photography studio, 1900. 
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Photograph at far left: the interior of 
Keating’s Pharmacy c. 1925. 
Advertisements, top left: The Huron 
Expositor, May 28, 1875; bottom, 
from left: The Huron Expositor, 
February 7, 1873; April 11, 1884; The 
and, February 5, 1869. 
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Advertisements, clockwise starting at left: The Huron     
Expositor, October 21, 1870; March 19, 1875; April 11, 
1884; and, June 31, 1893; and The Seaforth Sun, June 
8, 1883. 
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Thomas Kidd Block 
 

67 & 69  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1869 

he Thomas Kidd Block is 
distinguished by the arched 
second-storey windows 
with their decorative hoods 
made of moulded concrete. 

The semi-circular part of the windows were so 
placed to let light into the attic. The roof originally 
was slate. The south part of the storefront level 
remains largely unchanged. The storefront of the 
north part has been modernized. 
 Thomas Kidd had a frame store at the corner of 
Market and Main streets by 1865. He began building 
the large brick block in 1868, completing it in 1869. 
William Robertson & Co.’s “Sign of the Circular 
Saw” hardware store was in the 
north part until 1876. James 
McMulkin had a general store in the 
south part in 1869. Thomas Kidd 
joined with McMulkin and they 
operated as Kidd & M’Mulkin in 
1870. By 1871, Thomas Kidd was 
in business on his own. In 1877, 
Kidd placed this advertisement in 
the Huron Expositor: “Boy Wanted – 
Wanted a strong, active intelligent 
boy, willing to make himself 
generally useful, and not afraid of 
work.” When Robertson & Co. 
moved in 1876, Kidd’s Emporium 
expanded into the north store. 
From 1885 to 1887, they had the 
south store only. Thomas Kidd was 
a food inspector and importer in 
the hall over the store from 1891 to 
1902. 

g 
 

William Pickard’s store in 1900 – the Millinery department, the Gents’ 
Furnishings department, and the Dress Goods department. Kidd’s Emporium ad 
is from the January 24, 1873 issue of The Huron Expositor. 
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 William Pickard’s dry goods and clothing store 
occupied the entire store block in 1900. Earlier, in 
1888, it was in the south part only. Pickard also had 
a ladies’ clothing store in the Cardno Block until 
1900 when he was able to take over both stores 
here. The ground floor was the retail space while the 
upper floor was the manufacturing area. As you can 
faintly see in the photograph on the previous page, 
the end room on the upper floor was occupied by 
James L. Killoran, Law Office, from 1900 to 1915. 

Thomas Coventry, a shoemaker, had a shop in 
part of the north store from 1885 to 1893. James 
Scott, Music Dealer, occupied part of the north store 
in 1887 until 1889. 
 Upper rooms were taken by the Conservative 
Club, and by Cox & Co., Stock Brokers, in 1887. 
G.F. Belden, a dentist, had offices here in 1895-96. 
J.A. Munn, also a dentist, had an office here in 1925 
to 1930. A Huron Expositor ad of March 25, 1925 
reported: “Dr. J.A. Munn, who recently purchased 
the dental Practice of Dr. R.R. Ross, is having 
handsome new offices fitted up over G.A. Sills & 
Sons Hardware.” 
 A small brick building behind Thomas Kidd’s 
store was the location of O.C. Wilson’s implement 
warehouse in 1871-72. Charles Stewart had a 
tailoring shop here in 1885-6 and Richard Deem, 
Tailor, in 1889 to 1896. F.G. Meyer, a butcher, was 
here in 1887. The Farmers’ Banking House occupied 
part of the building in 1888 to 1890 before it moved 
across the street into the Commercial Hotel. J.P. Bell 
had a laundry here from 1980 to 1910. 
 This elevated section at the rear of the south 
store was lowered flush with the front floor and the 
same thing was done with the second floor. One 
oddity of the building is that it is a brick lower on 
one side than the other. 
 

The south store has some special features. Over the 
plate glass windows is prism glass which catches the 
light, projecting it straight back parallel to the floor 
so that it strikes the back wall within inches of the 
ceiling. The interior rear wall of the store was 
erected in the 1930s. The ceiling is made of 
patterned tin squares. In the basement is a brick 
vault which at one time was used to store dynamite. 
 The telegraph company and the Bell Telephone 
Company had poles, wires & instruments between 
Lot 38 where the Robert Scott Block is located, and 
Lot 39. William Somerville was an operator/agent 
for the G.M.W. Telegraph Co. from 1890 to 1898.  
 Henry Edge, a local contractor and merchant, 
had the north store from 1916 to 1921. John C. 
Grieg had a clothing store in the south space after 
Pickard’s closed and were here until 1921. George, 
Charles and Frank Sills owned the lot in 1921 and 
moved their hardware business into the south store 
in 1922. The north store was the first location of the 
Province of Ontario Bank from 1922 until 1949. 
Henderson Smith and Thomas McAdam were clerks 
in the bank in 1927. 
 There were two other tenants of the north store 
before Keatings Pharmacy moved here in 19??. One 
tenant was the Law Offices of McConnell & Hays, 
later McConnell & Stewart, in the 1950s. Reads Shoe 
Store was here in 1966.  

The advertisement at top right is from the August 24, 
1888 issue of The Huron Expositor. The advertisement 
below is from the September 15, 1871 issue. 
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Cady Block - Red Star Garage 
 

73 - 77  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1945 

eter and Bridget Markey own-
ed this lot in 1864. That year 
they erected a large frame 
building. The north part of the 
building was the Dominion 

Hotel, run by Peter Markey. John Potts was the 
Innkeeper in 1868, Ross James in 1870-71 and M. 
Purcell in 1875-6. A notice in The Huron Expositor of 
Oct. 27, 1871 informed readers: “Mr. James Ross is 
about to remove his hotel and stage office to the 
building formerly occupied by M. Robertson, 
cabinetmaker, east Main St., near the station.” A 
notice of Sept. 5, 1873 stated: “Mr. John Dunn of 
Brantford has leased from Mrs. P. Markey the 
Dominion Hotel in this village.” 
The south part of Markey’s building housed 

William A. Shearson’s flour and feed store until 1869 
when he moved to another location on Main Street. 
The south store was a grocery in the 1870s. The 
Markeys ran it from 1870 to 1877. Mrs. P. Markey 
advertised “New and Cheap Goods – Main St. 
opposite Hay’s Hotel” in September 1877. Albert 
Sparling was listed as a grocer here in 1877, Levi 
Mabee in 1878 and James Edwards in 1879. There 
also appear to have been other businesses here in 
the late 1870s. Allan Mitchell was a merchant here 
from 1877 to 1878 and George Dent also had a 
business here in 1877. James Jamieson had a shoe 
shop here in 1878. Andrew Halley & Co. had a 
business in the corner store in 1879. 
Peter Markey died in April of 1879. In 1880, the 

north part of the building was divided into two 
spaces. One was occupied by George Ewing’s 
butcher shop and the other by Miss M. Rigg’s 
restaurant. Mrs. Markey was, at this time, selling 

groceries from the south part of the building. A fire 
that started in Rigg’s restaurant destroyed the build-
ing on February 10, 1881. 
 Shortly after the fire Mrs. Markey was remarried, 
to Swan W. Cady. Cady had a second large frame 
building block erected on the lot during the summer 
of 1881. The first to occupy the new stores were 
Robert Willis’ shoe store, John Ward’s saddle and 
harness shop, C.H. Baker’s jewelry store, and John 
G. Constable’s barber shop and bowling alley. 
Store #1 at the north corner was occupied by 

Robert Willis, Shoemaker, who was joined in 1899 
by his son, Walter. The Willis shoe store was in 
business here until 1930 when the block was 
destroyed by fire. W.J. Northgraves, Jeweler, had the 
north part of the north half in 1887-88. Beam & 
Archibald, Butchers, had the south part. John 
Constable’s barbershop was 
replaced by George B. 
Scott’s barbershop in 1883. 
Scott was here until 1904. 
The north part of the south 
store was home to Purvis & 
Milks, Watchmakers, from 
1884 to 1887. Next to 
occupy the store was A.D. 
Young, Jeweler, 1888-89. 
The south part was a 
bowling alley operated by 
Robert Andrews in 1886. 
Photographer, Andrew 

Calder, had three rooms 
above from 1877 to 1881. 
After the fire, Calder moved 
his gallery to the new Scott 

c 
 

The north end of Cady’s Block as pictured in the 1902 
Seaforth Biographical & Commercial publication. Robert 
and Walter Willis’ shoe store was here until November 
1930 when the building burnt. Harry Beattie, Barrister, 
had the law offices above. 

This photograph of Cady’s Block at the corner of Main and Market Streets appeared in 
Souvenir of Seaforth published in 1900. The south stores were occupied by 
McNaughton & Dennison Furnishers, M. Broadrick, Saddler, and G.B. Scott, Barber. 
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Block to the north. Also in “rooms above” in 
1877 were Miss Leach and Miss Quinlan, both 
milliners, and Miss Beam, a dressmaker. Miss 
Oldfield, a milliner, was here in 1878. Dental 
offices were occupied by C. Cartwright, 1882-
84, and W.J. Fear, 1885-88. Law offices were 
taken by J.M. Best in 1885, W.H. Hastings 
from 1887-88, and Harry Beattie, 1900-02. Dr. 
McKidd, MD, was here in 1885 and Dr. Martin 
O’Connell from 1905-09. 
Cady Block had four stores in the 1890s. 

Store No. 1 was the Willis shoe store. Store 
No. 2 was occupied by Horton Bros. Butchers 
from 1890 to 1898. Store No. 3 was M. 
Broadrick’s Harness Shop from 1897 to 1926. 
Swift Canadian Produce was the occupant at 
the time of the fire in 1930. After Scott, the 
barbershop in Store No. 4 was run by 
P. Mulcahy in 1905, John Weber from 
1906-07, James Pender from 1908-10, 
and Allan Close in 1915. Elgin H. Close 
had the barbershop from 1918 to 1926. 
By this time, there were three stores 
again. Shoemakers Russel Sproat and 
James Willis were here from 1927-28. 
Then, George Israel and George 
Charters had a dry-cleaning and 
tailoring business here. It was in the 
drycleaning plant that the fire which 
destroyed Cady’s Block started in  
November of 1930. 
West of his business block Peter Markey 

had a livery stable in the late 1860s. Later, 
Joseph Abell and William Carnochan 
operated the livery here in late 1877-78, and 
William McNaughton in 1879. George 
Whiteley and Joseph Able ran the livery 
from 1885 to 1889. Whiteley carried on until 
1892 when Hargan and Dorrance bought the 
business. Hargan & Dorrance were here 
until 1895. Adam Hays ran the livery stables, 
and had an office in a small brick building 

next door, until 1929. 
The Huron Expositor of October 18, 1895 

published an item about the death of Mrs. 
Cady: “Mrs. Cady was about as usual on 
Saturday, and even as late as ten o’clock 
Saturday evening she visited Horton’s butcher 
shop.… She was then, apparently, in the best 
of health and spirits and talked and joked with 
those whom she met as was her wont…” Early 
Sunday morning she suffered an attack of 
apoplexy and died that night. “She was one of 
the early residents of the town, and came here 
from Paris over a quarter of a century ago. Her 
first husband, Mr. Peter Markey, was for many 
years proprietor of one of the best known and 
most popular hotels [in Paris, Ontario]. They 
were engaged in the hotel business for some 

time after coming here, but owing to 
failing sight and growing infirmities, Mr. 
Markey was forced to retire from 
business. He died several years ago, and 
subsequently his widow, the deceased, 
married Mr. S.W. Cady.… Mrs. Cady was 
a shrewd business woman, but possessed 
a kind heart and a generous, genial 
disposition.” 
Lot 39, where Cady’s Block and 

Livery stood for so many years, remained 
vacant for many years after the fire. In 1943-
44, a British American gas station and garage 
was built. The Red Star Garage was managed 
by Mel Clark into the 1960s. The garage was 
empty for a few years before Ross Motors 
started business here in June of 1965. 
In 1976, the garage was converted into a 

real estate office. The exterior of the building 
was clad with a brick veneer and a wide 
metal cornice was added. 
Current occupants of the building are 

Tom Devereaux’s Chiropractic Clinic and  
McConnell, Stewart & Devereaux law 
offices. 

 

Hays Livery on Market Street, behind Cady’s Block, 1902. Below, 
advertisements from the Queen’s Hotel register of 1890-92. 

The Red Star Garage in the 1960s. The garage construction is typical of the 
1940s. It is cement block with a stucco covering. 
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William Hill Block 
 

79 & 81 Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1869 

homas Bowerman owned 
this lot in 1863, but it was 
William Hill who started 
business here in 1865. In 
1869, Hill built a brick 

block containing two stores. In his Britannia House, 
Hill sold groceries in one store and dry goods in the 
other, until 1881 when he declared insolvency and 
the business and building were sold to John 
McDonald of Toronto. 
 The stores remained empty until 1883 when 
Scott Bros. opened the Seaforth Musical Instrument 
Emporium. In 1886, Scott Bros. moved to the other 
side of Main Street. M.A Charlesworth and Joseph 
Brownell, who had formed a partnership in 1885, 
moved their growing wholesale and retail grocery 
business into the Hill Block stores from one of 
Samuel Dickson’s stores to the south. In a Nov. 5, 
1886 ad in The Huron Expositor they stated: “Owing 
to our large and increasing trade, we found our late 
premises far too small, and were compelled through 
the pressure of business to move to a much larger 
store.” They offered “teas jobbed by the caddie and 
half chest, at wholesale prices” and assured farmers 
they could get “job teas and general groceries at 
wholesale prices in quantities.” Charlesworth & 
Brownell were in business here until 1895.  

William Casey & Co., Merchants, were the next 
tenants from 1896 to 1898. They billed themselves 
as “the leading tea house in town” selling all grades 
of tea as well as groceries and crockery. 

The stores had separate tenants for most years 
after 1899. Miss Carrie Kinsey, a milliner, moved 
from the Kidd Block into the north store in 1900. A 
Mrs. Hillner occupied this store from 1901 to 1904, 

but the business she was in is not known. James 
Dunn was the merchant here in 1905. In 1906, J.T. 
Staples, a barber, opened a barbershop where he also 
sold tobacco and smoking equipment. Loftus Stark 
had a business in the south store in 1900, but he was 
here just one year. James Gillespie, who 
bought  the property in 1890, started a 
harness shop here. Gillespie, along with his 
son, William, was in business for 30 years. 
 By 1915, the north store was a laundry 
operated by Hop Sing. W. Lee took over 
the laundry business in 1923. Rose Shinan 
opened a clothing store here in 1925 and 
was in business until 1928. Both stores 
appear to have been vacant for a while in 
1931-33. Violet Gillespie started a dry-
cleaning business in 1932 in the south 
store. Fred Johnson joined the business in 
1940 and John Flannery took over in 1957. 
 The north store became a restaurant in 
1934, run by Thomas Chong. The Star 
Café was here into the 1950s.  

g 

William Hill’s Britannia House between Peter Markey’s frame 
store to the north and Samuel Dickson’s brick block to the 
south. The photograph was taken some time before 1881 
when Hill went out of business and the Markey’s frame store 
burnt. The advertisement at left is from the March 23, 1906 
Huron Expositor. Below, the photograph was taken in 1938. 
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Samuel Dickson Block 
 

87  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1869 

amuel Dickson bought part of 
Lot 40 from William Hill in 
1868. The Dec. 17, 1869 issue 
of The Huron Expositor reported: 
“On Monday the Seaforth post 

office will be removed to the new and commodious 
building erected for the purpose, by our enterprising 
postmaster, Mr. Samuel Dickson.” The post office 
was at this location until the red brick post office 
was built in 1913.  

The building is a superb example of an original 
store with a handsome and richly modulated brick 
upper façade. It is solid white brick with Italianate 
details, for example, the row of round-headed 
arcaded windows outlined by pediments and 
window labels in brick. In later years, the brickwork 
was emphasized by paint as seen in the photograph   
taken in 1900 and, less so, in the building as it is 
today. The flat roofline  is accented by the beautiful 
brickwork frieze, across the upper  façade. The 
building received a new storefront façade in 1978. 
The storefront cornice with sections marked by box 
brackets and the end pilasters with large brackets are 
still relatively intact original features. 

James C. Laidlaw of the Canton T. Warehouse 
was the first tenant in the south store, from October 
1869 to 1876. An advertisement in the Oct. 15, 1869 
Huron Expositor notes: “Mr. James Laidlaw has 
opened that neat new store in the new post office 
block as a grocery.” Other grocers followed:  John 
Fairley in 1877, Duncan D. Rose, 1878-82, John 
Fairley again from 1889-92, Adam and James 
Crozier had The Post Office grocery from 1893-97, 
and Charles S. Andrews’ grocery was here from 1900 
to 1915. 

Miss Ferguson, a dressmaker, is listed as having 
“rooms at 40” from 1881-82. Agnes Dickson, also a 
dressmaker, had rooms here from 1883-85.  

 In 1916, Thomas Phillips moved with his family 
to Seaforth and he opened Phillips Fruit Store in the 
south store and his family continued in business 
here into the 1960s. 

When the new post office building was built in 
1913, the north store was occupied by a car 
showroom for a while. In 1923, William E. Kerslake 
opened a flour and feed store here and Kerslake’s 
continued in business until 1961. 

John Hamilton owned the next lot in 1863. Paul 
& Hamilton, Fruit Dealers, did business here for a 
time, in the frame building to the south. The May 
24, 1872 issue of The Huron Expositor reported: 
“Thomas Foster has commenced the work of 
excavating for the foundation of his new brick hotel, 
adjoining the post office block.” However, Isabelle 
Campbell writes in The Story of Seaforth that Foster 
added to the existing frame building in 1873 and 
used it as a hotel. Richard & T.W. Dennie took over 

f 

The sign for the Post Office is visible in the lower section 
of the north window. The south store in this photograph 
is likely Duncan D. Rose’s grocery, in business 1878-82.  
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management of the Royal Hotel in 1883, William 
Simpson in 1885, and William Pinkney in 1890 to 
1893. He was the last to do business in the hotel. 
The building was divided into two separate spaces in 
1894. Robert Haxby had a restaurant in one part and 
James Constable had a barbershop in the other. 

Francis Fishleigh opened his Seaforth House, a 
hotel in a frame building the south part of this lot, in 
1863. Thomas Foster had his Royal Hotel here first 
before moving to the next building to the north. The 
old hotel was converted into a store and James 
Wright sold groceries from here in 1873-74. Thomas 
Kidd ran a liquor store here in 1876-77. Then, the  
store was vacant until the Beam brothers opened a 

butcher shop in 1884. They were soon replaced in 
1885 by George Pierson who was a baker. Pierson in 
turn was replaced in 1886 by Thomas McBride, also 
a baker. The store again fell vacant until James 
Gillespie started a saddle and harnessmaking shop 
here in 1889. Gillespie was in business here until 

1898. The store and hotel buildings were 
destroyed by fire in about 1900 and Samuel 
Dickson bought the lot in 1902. Nothing was 
built on the lot until many years later when 
Phillips added a storeroom. 

The Duncan D. Rose grocery store c. 1880. Advertisements: The Huron Expositor, March 10, 1893; July 4, 1893; Seaforth Sun, 
June 8, 1883. 
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Thomas Phillips operated a large retail and wholesale fruit business in the south store of Dickson’s 
Block. In this late 1920s photograph are Thomas Phillips, the man standing in the doorway wearing a 
suit, his wife, Mary, beside him, sons Frank, at right, and Angelo, leaning on the delivery truck. 
McKillop Mutual Insurance office is now where the storeroom for Phillips Fruits is in this picture. 
Advertisements, below: July 24, 1940 Carnival issue of The Huron Expositor; left: 1936 store 
promotions paper. 
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Foundry & Machine Shop 
 

97 – 105  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  Machine Shop c. 1870 

s early as 1863, Robert 
Watson and Peter Brohak-
awan started a foundry on 
this Main Street lot, Lot 
42. By 1866, August Zapfe 

and John McCallum were making agricultural imple-
ments here in addition to the ordinary work of the 
foundry. Zapfe & Carter were in business from 
1870-71. Zapfe, with his partners, owned the 
property and foundry which was a large 2-storey 
brick building. A 15-horsepower engine was used to 
propel the machinery and 10 men were employed. 
On May 13, 1870 The Huron Expositor reported: “Mr. 
Thomas Dickson, working in Zapfe & Carter’s 
Foundry, came near having his head blown off last 
week, by the explosion of molten metal, while being 
poured into a damp mould. He was injured about 
the face, one eye, particularly being seriously 
burned.”  

The foundry was sold to Thomas Foster in 1873. 
Kerr & Worth ran the foundry in 1873, but were 
soon replaced by John Nopper who worked here 
into 1882. Thomas Foster & Son also managed the 
foundry as did T.T. Coleman and his sons in the late 
1880s and the 1890s. The front part of the property 
was used, from 1898 on, as a creamery operated by 
J.W. Creadey until 1900. 

Coleman sold the property in 1902 to Thomas 
D. Levy. Levy had a livery stable here which he ran 
until 1904 when Stephen Lamb took over. Thomas 
Simpson replaced Lamb in 1905, Timothy Corbet 
had it the next year, and then George Turnbull and 
Robert McIntosh were in the livery business here 
until 1918. 

Turnbull and McIntosh, realizing that the livery 
business would soon give way to the motor car, sold 
to Fred Mitchell who opened a garage. John and 
Charles Brougton took over the business in 1920 

and were here until 1921. John Regier purchased the 
business in 1923. He went into the transport or 

cartage business in 
1934 and carried on a 
successful business 
into the late 1960s. 

By 1979, the old 
foundry building was 
gone. This lot and the 
three lots to the 
south, were sold and 
a large, modern gro-
cery store was built. 

South of the 
foundry, in 1869, 
Alex J. McIntosh and 
Matthew C. Morrison 
made carriages and 

T 

89 



other vehicles in their Huron Carriage Factory. On 
May 20, 1870 The Huron Expositor reported: 
“McIntosh & Morrison’s Carriage shop had a 
narrow escape from destruction by fire Tuesday 
night. Some passersby noticed a fire under the 
blacksmithing part, which was extinguished before 
any damage was done.” 
 Oliver C. Wilson bought the property in 1874 
and moved his business here. He dealt in agricultural 
implements, sewing machines, and musical instru-
ments. In a store next door, Alex Campbell also sold  
implements in 1867. Five years later, Huron Carriage 
Works took it over and, in 1874, Wilson owned it. 

 The store on the south part of the 
lot was occupied by Scott Bros., 
Music Dealers, from 1878 to 1881. 
Scott & Crich, Seedsmen, had the 
north store from 1888 to 1896. O.C. 
and Andrew Wilson had the south 
and middle of the three stores 
throughout the 1890s and early 
1900s. E.J. Hamilton and William 
Kerslake took over the Scott & Crich 
seed business in 1897. Kerslake own-
ed the property by 1905 and was still 
in business here in 1922 when all 

three stores were 
destroyed by fire.  

The land was 
vacant until Kerslake 
sold the north part 
to  John Regier in 
1925. Regier built a 
garage and gas station here. Milton 
Hoff ran the station throughout 
most of the 1930s to 1950s. By 
1960, John Bach owned the garage 
and used it for his farm machinery 
sales business. 

Alex Campbell sold the vacant 
part of his Lot 44 in July 1874 to 
Dr. James B. Smith of London. 
Smith had plans to build a large 
confectionery store and bakery, but 
his plans never reached fruition. In 
1904, the land was sold to James 
Dick. For a time, Dick had a small 
ice house on the property. Earlier, 
Walter W. Andrew had a shooting 
gallery here, and when circuses 
came to town the merry-go-round 
was set up here. 

On the next lot, in 1871, 
Alexander Stewart built a brick 
blacksmith and wagon shop. In 

This building housed McIntosh & Morrison’s Carriage Shop in the 1870s and 
then O.C. Wilson’s agricultural implements business. Advertisement below, 
The Huron Expositor, February 20, 1891; at bottom left, April 11, 1884.  
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1891, his son, John A. Stewart, took over the 
business and was here until 1944. By 1949, Emerson 
Durst owned the property. He operated the Seaforth 
Machine and Electric Welding Shop, or Durst’s 
Machine Shop, into the late 1970s. 

 
 
Durst’s Machine Shop is the building in the right 
foreground. The advertisement at right is from The 
Huron Expositor, January 10, 1930. 
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William Hawkshaw Block 
 

109 – 111  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1888-89 

illiam Hawkshaw bought 
this lot in September of 
1888. John Crawford and 
Rebecca Gamble were 
the original owners in 

1865. Crawford owned the north part and Gamble 
the south part. There were two frame buildings on 
the property at the time. Crawford’s building was 
used as a store and the other frame building was a 
dwelling. Crawford, a cattle drover, appears to have 
had a business in the store in the early 1870s and 
throughout the 1880s. Mrs. P. Markey had a grocery 
here in 1876-77. Both buildings were burned in 
February of 1879. 
 William Hawkshaw, a hotelkeeper, had a brick 
block erected on the property in 1888. It was a 2-
storey building with a particularly 
attractive upper façade consisting 
of five window bays separated by 
projecting brick piers and sur-
mounted by a projecting wood 
cornice with brackets. The lower 
store fronts had a wooden cornice 
with brackets. 
 The first tenants to occupy the 
building were the Beattie brothers, 
Robert and John, who opened a 
grocery in the south store in 1891. 
John Beattie continued on in 
business under the name Beattie 
Bros. until 1907 at which time he 
moved to new premises across the 
street. Nobel Cluff’s South End 
Clothing Emporium occupied the 
north store from 1893 to 1894. 

j 

The photograph at left shows the Beattie Bros. store and  
the Kennedy Bros. Palace Meat Market in about 1899. The 
photograph appears in Souvenir of Seaforth published in 
1900 by Grip. The advertisements above are from The 
Huron Expositor, September 14, 1877; and, July 4, 1893. 
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The north store was vacant for a while then was let 
to Simon Shelley, a butcher, in 1895. He was 
replaced the next year by another butcher, J.M 
Common. The store was again vacant for a few years 
until Colin Kennedy, a butcher, moved in in 1898. 
The Kennedy brothers, Colin and Angus, had a 
butcher shop in the north store until 1904. Some 
time in 1904 Colin Lkennedy moved his shop into 
the south store and John Beattie, along with William 
Sclater, moved into the north store. They both 
continued in business until 1907. 

By 1908, Thomas S. Blues had a grocery where 
Beattie Bros. had been. H.W. Colquhon was the 
butcher at work in the other store. In September of 
1913, W.J. Finnigan and R.H. Sproat purchased The 
‘Hub’ grocery, then owned by W.W. Reid. James 
Martin, a sales agent, occupied the south store at this 
time. By 1914, James Dick was the property owner. 

Russell Sproat joined with Ross Sproat in the 
grocery business in the 1920s. The south store 
appears to have been vacant for some years before a 
Mr. Johnson opened a decorating store in 1924. By 
1926, the south store was a bakery run by Roy 
Pinkney. By 1930, T.R. Anderson was running the 
bakery. The MacDonald brothers, James and Frank, 
took over from him in 1934. 

By 1940, Gordon Dick had replaced Sproat as 
the grocer in the north store. J.A. MacDonald was 
still baking in the south store until 1946 when Hugh 
Thompson moved his shoe repair business here. 
They both continued in business here into the early 
1960s. 

Brian Flannigan had a hair salon in the north 
store by 1975 and was in business here over 10 
years.  The building was demolished in 1987 to make 
way for a parking lot. 

The advertisements above are from The Huron Expositor, March 10, 1893 and 
September 26, 1913. The photo-graph shows the interior of Thomas Blues’ 
grocery store. He was in business in the north store from 1908 to 1913 when 
Sproat and Finnigan took over. 
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Hawkshaw House 
 

117  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 

Year built:  1874 

he brick hotel, now 
familiarly known as The 
Dick House, was built in 
1874 by John Bowden. 
William Bowden was the 

property owner at the time. Bowden purchased the 
lot from Thomas Govenlock. Govenlock had a 
lumber yard here in 1866. He had purchased the lot 
from its first owner, Sam Hannah, who bought the 
property in 1863 and made pumps here for a few 
years before moving to Pennsylvania. 
When Govenlock owned the property there was 

a frame hotel here. It appears in a stereograph taken 
from the railway tracks looking north (see the story 
about Houghton’s Hotel). John Crites was the first 
Inn Keeper listed in 1870. From 1871-73, John H. 
McCallum was the inn keeper of McCallum’s Hotel. 
James Weir was the first hotel keeper in the new 

brick hotel from 1876 to 1879. David Ritchie is 
listed as hotel keeper for 1880 and John Bowden of 
Egmondville is listed as owner of the property. 
William Hawkshaw was the owner and hotel keeper 
of Hawkshaw House by 1883. 
In 1890, Frederick Frey, age 40, was the 

hotelkeeper and William Hawkins was the bartender 
at Hawkshaw’s hotel. The next year, Levi Walper 
was hotel keeper while Albert Webster was the 
hostler tending the stables. Walper worked here until 
1894. He was replaced by J.H. McClinchey who 
acted as hotelkeeper for two years. Hawkshaw again 
took over management of the hotel until 1899 when 
Jacob Kling was hired. The hotel was sold in 1900 to 
James Dick, who kept the name Hawkshaw House, 
and managed it himself throughout the 1900s. 
In his younger days, in the 1880s, James Dick  

sought adventure in the 
southwest territories of what 
today is known as Arizona and 
New Mexico. In later years he 
would reminisce about driving 
loads of supplies into the well-
known Territorial Prison at 
Yuma (Arizona). 

In 1909, Dick hired Frank 
Kling and “Kling’s Hotel” was 
added to the name. Frank Kling 
died in 1913 of typhoid. His 
death was blamed on contam-
inated water from a well next 
door. 
James Dick and his son, 

Arthur, were the last to do 
business here as a hotel. By 
1918, Arthur was managing the 
hotel and did so throughout the 
1920s, to the early 1950s.  

James was among the many 
residents of Seaforth who 
financially backed construction 
of the Palace ice rink. He and his 
family had a long-standing 
interest in sports. James was an 
enthusiastic curler. His sons and 
grandsons were avid hockey and 
baseball players.  
In 1954, Lenna Dick, 

Arthur’s wife, began using the 
Dick House as a boarding 
house. In 1986, the old hotel 
was renovated into apartments.  

 It is a handsome two-storey brick structure with 
a hipped roof. Originally white brick, it appears to 
have been painted red when it became The Dick 
House. Slightly arched labels above the doors and 
windows are accented in white. The six-bay building 
had three entrances, dividing it into two halves.  

g 

Above, Hawkshaw’s hotel as pictured in Souvenir of Seaforth, 1900. Below, the 
white brick of Hawkshaw House is, in this c. 1915 photograph, painted red. Striped 
awnings dress up the second-storey windows and balcony. The original 6-over-6 
sash windows have been replaced by newer windows. 
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Royal Canadian Legion 
 

123  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1959 

 

ong before Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 156 built here, 
the McGinnis brothers, James 
and Isaac, bought the lot. In 
its December 1, 1871 issue, 

The Huron Expositor reported: “Mr. Reynolds has 
sold his block of buildings near the station to James 
McGinnis, one of his tenants, for the sum of 
$1,800.” Isabelle Campbell states in Story of Seaforth 
that the McGinnis brothers replaced the existing 
buildings with one large building containing four 
stores, ready for occupancy early in 1872. 

McGinnis used the two north stores for their 
pork packing plant and a grocery. After James 
McGinnis died in 1906, his sister, Margaret, had a 
candy shop in the first store until 1909. 
 James Gillespie, a saddler, had a 
shop in one of the middle stores 
starting in 1876. Gillespie was in 
business here until 1890. James 
Jamieson and Richard Smith, both 
shoemakers, had a store next door, 
Jamieson in 1876 and Smith from 
1877-78.  

In the third store Mrs. Annie 
Erwin did business for a short time 
for the Toronto Millinery Co. 
starting in September of 1870 to 
1871. Miss Leech moved her 
millinery shop here for a couple 
years, from 1872-73. James Wright, 
a grocer, was the next tenant here 
in 1876.  

Mrs. Charles M. Dunlop 
opened the Victoria Hall in the 

fourth store in May of 1872. It was advertised as a 
hotel, eating house and ice cream parlor. Victoria 
Hall lasted only one year as a hotel. 

Hiram Deagon had his oysters and confectionery 
shop in one of the south stores in 1880. The next 
year he moved to the other side of the street 
between Robertson’s Hardware and Murphy’s 
grocery store. 
 Robert and John Beattie, at the time aged 25 and 
23 respectively, were listed as grocers in two of the 
stores in 1890. They soon moved a little ways north 
to a store in William Hawkshaw’s Block. J.W. Snell, 
a dyer, occupied one of the middle stores in 1891. In 
1892, Ralph Elliott opened a butcher shop in one of 
the stores and was in business until 1898. Gilbert 
Elliott is listed as the tenant of the shop in 1893-94. 

John Donaldson had a saddlery in one of the stores 
in 1895. The last tenant here was Alfred Hill, a 
shoemaker, who was still doing business after 1909.  

The building was vacant for several years after 
Hill left and was wrecked in the early 1920s. 
Malcolm McKellar purchased the lot in 1921. A 
stable provided shelter for McKellar’s horse, 
Dobbin, used to pull the express delivery wagon. 
 The lot was sold to the Legion in 1945, but it was 
not until 1959 that the Legion hall was built. In the 
1930s, Legion members met in rooms at the Post 
Office.  Later,  as  WWII  veterans  began  returning, 

_ 

 
This is half of a stereograph taken in the early 1880s. The 
large building at foreground right, with “Hotel” painted on it, is 
possibly the McGinnis store block. However, no hotelkeeper is 
listed in the tax assessment records for this lot at the time. 
The advertisement above is from The Huron Expositor, 
October 21, 1870. 
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larger quarters were needed, and for several years the 
Branch made use of rooms in Cardno Hall. In 1948 
an agreement  was entered into with the Town of 
Seaforth to use facilities in the new Memorial Arena 
and Community Centre, and this served the Branch 
for the next 12 years.  
 Many among the members looked to the day 
when Branch 156 could occupy its own building. 
Discussions to this end, extending over several years, 
were translated into action in 1959 when 
construction began on the Legion Memorial Hall. 
The building was occupied by early 1960 and the 
formal opening was held on June 2, 1961. 
 Seaforth Branch 156 of the Canadian Legion of 
the British Empire Service League was organized at 
a meeting held in the G.W.V.A. Hall on October 15, 
1929. A charter was issued to the Branch on 
October 25 of that same year. 
 From its inception the Branch assumed 
responsibility for all matters to do with veterans’ 
welfare and with perpetuating the memory of those 
veterans who made the supreme sacrifice. One of 
the first activities of the Branch was to organize a 
church parade and Armistice Day program, held a 
few weeks after the Branch was established. 
 Throughout the 1930s the activities of the 
Branch were directed to assisting those who found 
themselves in need. With the outbreak of WWII in 
1939, members spared no effort to provide full  

support on the home front. Branch 156 participated 
throughout the war in a series of events, alone and 
with other organizations, which produced thousands 
of dollars in aid. 
 In WWI 142 Seaforth men and women enlisted 
and 36 were killed. In WWII there were 350 
enlistments, of which 20 died in service. A dozen 
Seaforth men took part in the Korean War.  

Since its opening the new Legion Hall has 
become the centre for much social activity in the 
community. Not only has the Branch provided 
modern facilities for the people of the community, it 
has continued to accept responsibility for and co-
operate with programs which have meant much to 
the Seaforth district. For many years Branch 156 has 
sponsored Saturday morning hockey and hundreds 
of area children have taken their fledgling steps as 
hockey players while participating in the Legion-
sponsored program. Similarly, in public speaking, the 
Legion has provided encouragement to area school 
children. Branch 156, by its gift to a 1970 fund-
raising campaign, made possible a room in Seaforth 
Community Hospital. 
 A Women’s Auxiliary was formed on April 14, 
1951. Financing of the building and later 
improvements to it were made possible in the main 
by the dedicated efforts of Branch members as well 
as by the Women’s Auxiliary. 
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Lawn Bowling Club & Greens 
 

127  Main Street South, Seaforth, Ontario 
Year built:  1929 

 

awn bowling club has been 
alive in Seaforth since the late 
1890s. The founder and first 
president of the club was 
James McMichael. In April 

1904, he paid $300 for property on Victoria Street 
and donated it to the club. This site was the lawn 
bowling green until the club moved to its present 
location on Main Street in 1928. 
The land here was, for many years, virgin forest 

listed as “Beaver Meadow.” Only one small building 
was there on the southeast corner, built by the 
Board of Trade. Any grain or produce dealer was 
allowed to use it. When farmers arrived with their 
wagons and sleighs well laden with farm products, 
these buyers stepped out to vie with one another in 
purchasing these commodities. 
The majestic elm tree near the clubhouse was 

saved from the axe when John Beattie cleared land 
in 1890, and it survived a lightning strike in May 
1930. The land was landscaped first. Then, the 
clubhouse was built in 1929. It is a single-storey 
frame structure with a high cottage-style roof and 
large front windows. 
On August 14, 1929 the opening tournament of 

the new greens was reported to be the largest and 
most successful ever held in Western Ontario. Since 
the clubhouse was not yet finished, the ladies served 
dinner and supper in the skating rink nearby. 
The first Ladies’ Lawn Bowling Club was 

organized May 7, 1907 with 30 members paying a $2 
fee and for some unexplained reason another five 
paid just $1. By 1910 they were down to 20  paid 
members and so the group disbanded in 1912. 

Interest was revived along with 
plans for new greens and 35 
members formed a club again in 
1929. They are still active today.  
Mrs. R.J. Sproat and her 

husband, Ross, were the first 
team captains in 1929. Seaforth 
Club bowlers have distinguished 
themselves through the years in 
all the sport’s competitive 
categories. The District Four 
doubles championship was won 
in 1934. The clubhouse walls are 
lined with titles and trophies. 

_ 

The Lawn Bowling Club had a green on Victoria Street, now a parking lot behind Bethel Bible Church. The photograph above 
looks northeast toward Victoria Street. The photograph at left looks toward Crombie Street and the mill. James McMichael is 
the white-haired man, fourth from the right in this photograph. Below, the Ladies’ Lawn Bowling Club in 1907. Front row from 
left: Fergus Campbell, Lois Johnson, Mrs. Coulson, Mrs. M.Y. McLean, Marie Kidd and Mrs. J.C. Greig. Middle row from left: 
Mrs. B.B. Gunn, Jessie McIntyre, Francis Gray, Gretta Watson, Gertie Laidlaw, Gladys Henderson, Edith Davidson, Edna 
Henderson, Mrs. G.E. Parkes and Mrs. Frank Burrows. Back row from left: Jessie Bethune, Marion Watson, Sarabel McLean, 
Bessie Young, Katie Killoran, Rita Young, Florence Johnson and Min MacKay. 
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