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THE WEE STORE in Winthrop has served the community for well over 100 
years—not the same store building, but virtually the same location. Alex 
Murchie, the original owner, came to Canada with his wife and two small 
children in 1858. He built a house a few miles north of Seaforth at a corner of 
the North Gravel Road (North Line), called Ballabay or Bailey Bay. Several 
years later, he started carrying merchandise to trade with an increasing number 
of families in the area. A post office was opened here in 1868 and named 
Winthrop. 
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